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PREFACE. 

The first edition of this unpretending little 
volume met a more ready sale, obtained a wi- 
der circulation, and was received with more 
general favor than either the author or the pub- 
lishers felt encouraged to expect. It is believed 
that a second edition is called for; while it is 
modestly hoped that the book will thus be more 
widely extended, and, through the blessed doc- 
trine to which it is devoted, be the means of 
bearing instruction and comfort to some minds 
that need to be taught the way of life and peace. 
We have labored not to diminish^ but to in- 
crease the faith of the Christian — not to disprove 
certain forms of doctrine which we believe to 
be erroneous, but to inculcate the truth of God. 
Whatever errors we may hold, and whatever 
faults we may commit, we feel a deep and 
strong persuasion that Universalism embraces 
all the great leading principles of the Gospel of 
Christ, and is the only doctrine known in the 
world that can fully satisfy the desires of the 
human soul, and meet all the wants of our spiri- 
tual nature. It is this persuasion that nerves 
us to our work, and enables us to bear with 
patience even the revilings of such as " oppose 
themselves,'' and war against a doctrine the 
most friendly to their own interests. God 
]• V 
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has signally blessed our feeble efforts ; and we 
now see in every Protestant denomination 
around us the sure indications that truth is ad- 
vancing, and that the time is not far distant 
when the spirit and the principles of Univer- 
salism will be teii and acknowledged where the 
name may still be reproached. 

The first intention of the author of this book 
was merely to furnish a few articles for a peri- 
odical publication, giving the principles, reasons 
and proofs of the Universali^t's faith. But in 
an early stage of this labor, and at the sug- 
gestion of a friend, it was determined so to ex- 
tend the plan as to bring together a sufficiency 
of matter to compose a small volume. The limits 
assigned to the book have rendered it necessa- 
ry that brevity should be observed in the con- 
sideration of several important points of doc- 
trine, and that others which seemed to demand 
attention should be entirely omitted. It was 
designed that the doctrine of the Trinity should 
be introduced and examined at considerable 
length ; but it was soon perceived that the en- 
tire plan could not be executed within the lim- 
its prescribed; and it was thought that this 
particular topic could be omitted with as much 
propriety as any other. We propose to exam- 
ine this doctrine in a small work hereafter to be 
published, and which will probably be entitled 
The Theciogy of Universalism. 

It is not unlikely that the reader will detect 
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some want of connexion, as well as perceive tbe^ 
very unequal length of several of the follow- 
ing chapters. The work was originally hurried 
through the press, a part being in the hands of 
the printer before the remainder was written. 
But though we have corrected some errors that 
occurred in the first edition, it is not thought 
best so far to revise the work as to alter the ar- 
rangement of the chapters. We have, however, 
added to this edition a chapter, entitled " The 
Great Consummation,'* in which, we trust, will 
be found some facts and arguments which to 
the general reader may prove interesting and 
instructive, and seemed necessary to complete 
the plan and objects of the work. The book 
will not pretend to abide unharmed the search- 
ing glance of the critic. It is designed to make 
known to such as need the information, what 
Universalists believe, and why they believe. — 
And in the hope that it may tend, in some small 
degree, to the accomplishment of this desirable 
object, and with fervent prayers that the bless- 
ing of God may attend it wherever it shall go, 
it is humbly submitted by a servant and lover 
of man. 
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The object of this work is to give a brief 
statement of the principal articles of Universai- 
ist belief, and of the reasons by which they are 
supported. larn well aware that this labor has 
been repeatedly performed, and far mor« ably 
than the reader has any good reason to suppose 
that it will now be executed. But I write 
chiefly for the benefit of those who are yet 
unacquainted with the doctrine of Universal- 
ism, and its unanswerable proofs. There are 
many such scjattered throughout the land; and 
we haveTeason to hope tliat the present under- 
taking may be the means of enlightening some 
minds which might otherwise still remain in ig- 
norance of what we really believe. This unpre- 
tending little volume may reach some places 
where but few, perhaps none of our numerous 
publications have ever been kiiown. And it is 
possible that it may contain matter entirely new to 
some who shall read it, and become the instru- 
ment in the hands of God of leading them into 
the enjoyment of that blessed Gospel, which is 
" good tidings of great joy, th^t shall be to all 
people.'^ 

Tt may also be observed that new converts are 
constantly coming into our churches; and we 
may suppose that they are desirous to obtain a 
clear understandingof the grounds of our faith. 
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and to be n^ore fully instructed jn the way of 
life and salvation. And to such, we trust, our 
present labor will be acceptable. The power of 
prejudice is not easily broken; and after a man 
has been brought to the knowledge of divine 
truth, he may be unable to divest himself at 
once of the influence of false prepossessions. 
We are so much the creatures of education and 
habit that strong and vigorous efforts are needed 
to free us from the errors of early years. Some 
of the early disciples of Jesus, having before 
been Jews, ** taught the brethren, and said, 
Except ye be circumcised after the manner of 
Moses, ye cannot be saved." There are persons 
among us who have little knowledge of our doc- 
trine, any farther than to feel convinced of the 
fact that all mankind will be finally blessed in 
Jesus Christ. And they may be profited even 
by an imperfect statement and feeble defence of 
our peculiar views on the general subject of 
Christian theology. Nay, such as are well in- 
structed in these matters, may strengthen their 
faith and confirm their hopes, and be better pre- 
pared to answer the inquiring and to confound 
the perverse, by a renewed examination of the 
grounds and the reasons of our fjiith. 

There are many persons in this community 
who are favorably impressed with Dniveralism, 
but who are alniost entirely ignorant of every 
truth peculiar to this system of doctrine. Their 
habits of thoiight are all opposed, but the feel- 
ings and desires of their hearts are in its fslvor. 
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They are shocked with the merciless horrors of 
the doctrines which they hear in their own 
churches, and always pleased and connforted 
when they hear anything like that GosPEt, 
which' i^ "good tidings of great joy, that shall 
be to all people/' And if they could only be 
brought to see the errors which they have been 
taught, and to understand that the Gosper re- 
veals the great and successful plan of universal 
redemption from sin and death, they would em- 
brace the whole truth of God with rejoicing 
spirits. They are, in their hearts, inquirers 
after Universalism ; though they may not take 
the proper steps to obtain an acquaintance with 
this doctrine. They are subject to many re- 
straints, and do not feel free to attend our 
churches and hear our preaching. But they will 
nevertheless read when they find opportunity. 
And we can reach at least some of them through 
the medium of the press, when we could not 
gain access to them in any other way. The 
silent messenger will go where the speaking 
witness cannot he heard. And in the present 
state of society we are required to avail ourselves 
of every opportunity to shed abroad the light 
and the knowledge of God's truth. 

Other reasons might be presented to justify 
our repeated attempts to explain what we be- 
lieve. .We are falsely accused. Our opposers 
have long pursued the unfair policy of imputing 
to us doctrines which we never advocated nor 
believed. Many honest people believe these 
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slatldefous reports; and without any knowledge 
of Universalism, they feel ihat^they would be 
guilty of a high offence against God, if they 
were to enter our places of public devotion, and 
obey theinjunction of Paul, ro<«prove all things.'^ 
They condemn us unheard; and persecute us — 
they know not why. What have we ever done 
that we are thus dreaded and shunned ? Have 
we ever laid violent hands upon the ark of the 
Christian covenant? Have we ever trodden un* 
der foot the Son of God, and accounted the blood 
of the everlasting covenant an unclean thing? 
Have we sought to remove the foundations of 
Christian hope,pr to take from the afflicted and 
dying the support and comforts of religion? 
Have we endeavored to subvert the peace and 
good order of society, and to induce sinful man 
to cast off fear and restrain prayer? What have. 
\Ve done ? Reader, the whole sum and substance 
of our offence is, that we have ayowed our 
*• trust in the living God, who is the Savior of 
tiUmtn^ specially of those that believe." 

We are sorry to say that we do not expect 
any thing like justice at the hands of our deter- 
mined and violent opposers. They never present 
our doctrine in its true light before the people. 
There is nothing in what we really believe to 
shoclc the feelings of any man who has ever felt 
the influence of Christian truth. We should not 
be despised by any man who is worthy to be 
called a follower of Christ, if our doctrine were 
well understood. They who know the least of 
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our faith are the most bitter in their opposition. 
And the policy of our adversaries has ever been 
to misrepresent our views, and thus to keep the 
people in ignorance of what we do believe and 
teach. We are classed wjth deists and infidels, 
and denied the evangelical name. And in order 
to sustain these false imputations,, we have been 
accused of being the enemies of vital religion, 
and our doctrine has been subjected to every 
species of misrepresentation that the cunning 
and craft of our foes have been able to invent. 
The task of defence is required at our hands. 
If the public are ever made acquainted with our 
faith, it will be through our own means. And 
though we have not the vanity to expect, nor 
any reason to hope, that every body will be 
eager to read what we write, we do believe that 
every effort we make to explain our doctrine 
is attended with desirable results. Some few 
are thus enlightened by every succeeding effort, 
while a still greater number are made to think 
more favorably of that " sect which every where 
is spoken agamst.'^ We feel obliged to be pa- 
tient and persevering. But while we " bear all 
things,'* we feel encouraged to "hope all things/* 
Though false charges against us are repeated 
after they have been triumphantly refuted, we 
are willing to travel over the same ground again. 
And, with the blessing of God, we shall continue 
our exertions until all wrong impressions are 
corrected, and the truth of the living God is 
known and enjoyed in its fulness. 
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CHAPTER I. 
THE EXISTENCE OF GOD. 

The foundation of all religious truth is the 
existence of God. This fundamental principle 
of reason and of revelation supports the entire 
superstructure oWniversalist belief. And though 
some of our dishonorable opponents have endea- 
vored to persuade the world that we are tho- 
rough skeptics, we have never supposed that 
they themselves consider this imputation honest 
and just. They knowj if indeed they know any 
thing of our belief, that this charge is both false 
and malicious. And if we were to bring any 
such << railing accusation'' against them, they 
would be justified in pronouncing us any thing 
but honest men and loversr of truth ! But for 
the honor of humanity and religion, we trust 
that there are but few persons to be found who 
are base enough to give utterance to such wick- 
ed and diabolical slander ! Certainly no deni- 
mination under heaven would sanction such «nti 
outrage upon all that is worthy and of good re- 
2 
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port. We speak of the sin of a few individuals 
of "the baser sort"— of men whose conduct 
would be a reproach to " the father of lies," and 
who do despite to human nature ! We have no 
patience with such men ; and if they cannot be 
brought to some faint sense of common justice 
and honesty, they ought at least to be held up 
to the righteous indignation of every virtuous 
mind. We censure no man lor his errors of 
faith. We ask none to believe our doctrine 
without sufScient eridence of its truth. But 
we have a right to demand of all, and especially 
of such as profess to be religious men, some- 
thing like honest and fair dealing. 

In view of the innumerable and irrefragable 
proofs every where discernible of the Creator's 
works, it would seem impossible that any sane 
mind should really deny the existence of that 
Almighty Poweb which is the source of life and 
the soul of the universe ! In every department 
of nature we plainly behold the most evident 
marks of design and contrivance. And the 
common reason of man declares that wherever 
these marks are certainly found, there must 
have been a designer and contriver. No axiom 
of the most simple and intelligible philosophy is 
more fully established and more entirely free 
from every possible cavil, than that no effect can 
in any case be produced independently of an 
adequate cause. We are well aware that this 
statement is not new^ but though quite familiar to 



THS EXISTENCE OF OOD. 15 

US all, its truth has never been invalidated either 
by the powers of sound reasoning or the arts 
of sophistry. And so clearly self-evident is this 
proposition, that no man endued with the facul- 
ties common to our race, could be persuaded 
to believe that a nicely-constructed machine, in 
which the evidences of skill and design are plain- 
ly and strongly exhibited, created itself and con- 
tinues to operate by its own inherent powers. 
Any man, whatever might be his belief and his 
peculiar habits of thought, upon beholding such 
a piece of mechanism, though he might know 
nothing of the mechanic, would be sure that the 
hand of a workman had there been exercised. 

Now we would not harshly condemn the un- 
fortunate skeptic; nor deny to him that honesty 
and sincerity of heart in the advocacy of his opi- 
nions, to which he may be justly entitled. Such 
railing may in some instances proceed from earn^ 
estness of spirit in the cause of truth ; but it fur- 
nishes no argument, and is unworthy of any 
man's notice. But we desire that the skeptic 
would reason concerning the works of God just 
as we all do in regard to the works of man; and 
wherever there are indisputable proofs of wisdom 
and power, candidly admit that there must have 
been a wise and powerful agent employed. 

Is not this course sanctioned by reason? And 
who ever doubted that the works of Nature, 
from the smallest spire of grass that shoots from 
tbe earth, up to the vast worlds and systems of 



16 UNIVEBSALIST BEUEF. 

worlds that revolve in the immensity of space, 
exhibit the most striking and forcible proofs of 
wisdom and design? The simple fact is uni- 
versally admitted ; and if doubted, could be sub- 
stantiated by an array of proof sufficient to 
convince every mind, capable of perceiving the 
force of an argument, and candid enough to 
acknowledge the convictions of the understand^ 
ing. 

Behold the perfect order and regularity with 
which the heavenly bodies perform their ap- 
pointed revolutions ; and see the wisdom dis- 
played in all the arrangements and economy of 
nature, and in the careful adaptation of means 
to certain and benevolent ends. And what but 
Infinite Wisdom Qould have suspended the sua 
in the firmament to dispense light and heat to 
surrounding worlds — fixed the planets in their 
coursQs-^marked out the track of the comet — 
and set the whole machinery of the heavens in 
such perfect motion that one body never disturbs 
the movements of another, and even the time of 
a distant eclipse maybe foretold by man? What 
but a designing hand could have placed every 
creature in that particular sphere of life for which 
its own peculiar nature is best suited — conferred 
the necessary powers, and furnished all the 
means and provisions for the support of life and 
the attainment of happiness ? Who but a skilful 
workman could hare constructed our bodies in 
all their fearful and wonderful mechanism, and 
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endned us with all the senses and faculties that 
vre possess? And in view of ail these things, oaay 
we not well pause, and exclaim with pleasing 
wonder and joy, in the language of the devout 
Psalnjist — ^* He that planted the ear, shall He 
not hear ? and He that formed the eye, shall He 
not see V^ 

It may indeed be affirmed that all things were 
produced and are regulated and controlled by the 
iaws of nature ^ But this assertion only pro- 
vokes a question that demands attention. What 
is here meant by nct(ure ? Does it mean the 
materials of which tl^e planets and the world 
are composed — the siniple elementary principles 
of all things ? If this be the meaning, the con* 
elusion unavoidably follows that nature is no- 
thing more nor less than matter. And what are 
the laws of matter ? Every man who has re- 
flected on this subject will answer that one. great 
and pervading law of matter is inertia^ or the 
incapability of motion, until some power is ap- 
plied to give it the force of action. And we 
think every skeptic will readily admit that life 
and motion are not original and independent 
qualities of inanimate matter, but will contend 
that they are the effect of organizatipn. 

The reader can now see the subject in a tan- 
gible form, and understand the bearings and 
force of the whole argument. Matter is inert, 
and life is the result of some particular combi- 
nation of matter. The question now to be de- 
2* 
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cided, is, what power brought iriatter into that 
state of organization necessary to constitute be- 
ing, and inspired it with life and motion ? For 
no such power is found in unorganized matter; 
and surely none wiii be so perversely unreason- 
able as to suppose that mere matter could con- 
fer that which it never possessed ! And if by 
some strange and fortunate freak of blind chance, 
matter should exert a power which it never pos- 
sessed, and succeed in effecting an organization, 
it might be questioned whether l\fe would be 
the necessary result. 

But let us be accommodating, and even sup- 
pose that matter could confer life. Whence 
eame beings possessing the faculties of thought, 
reason, will and memory ? Are these the pro- 
ductions of an unknowing^ unthinking^ unwil- 
ling cause ? The proposition is too manifestly 
absurd and opposed to every principle of reason 
and common sense to require refutation. And 
if, to avoid the difiDculty,.it be asserted that 
Bmtter is intelligent^ (which is certainly not 
true,) we have only to say that intelligence 
constitutes being; and an intelligent Being \» 
the great First Cause in which we believe. 

It is therefore plainly perceived that however 
remotely we may trace the causes of existing 
things, and whatever curioc» theories we may 
eonceive, we must ultimately arrive at the con- 
dttsion, that there was before all things, an 
intelligent life-giving Cause. The skill and de- 
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sign manifest in the works of creation, the order 
and harmony of the universe, and the wise and 
perfect adaptation of one thing to another, and 
of means to ends, can be rationally and satisfac- 
torily accounted for in no other way. This 
great Cause we call Ood — leaving others to de- 
.nominate it what they please. If any choose 
to call it nature, or the laws of nature, we shall 
neither dispute their right nor question their 
motives. And, indeed, we are inclined to be- 
lieve that the whole controversy is rather about 
words than idesis: for it seems impossible for^ 
the mind to believe, notwithstanding " the fool 
hath said in his heart, there is no God," that 
any sane man is actually an Atheist ! 



CHAPTER II. 

THG PROVIDCNCE OF GOD. 

Both reason and Scripture declare that all 
creatures owe their existence to the same Su^ 
preme Power. And whatever explanations 
may be proposed in regard to the things that 
exist and happen in the world, the enquiring 
mind can never rest satisfied until the great 
truth is well understood that Ood governs all 
worlds and controls every event. The superfi- 
cial thinker, with more reverence than reason, 
startles at the declaration that God is the Crea- 
tor and Director of all things ; and with feelings 
of profound awe, aims to vindicate the character 
of the Supreme Being, by utterly denying the 
universal extent of his providence. But every 
such attempt is sure to result in conclusions alike 
dishonorable to God, and unsatisfactory to the 
sober mind that thinks deeply, and will receive 
no substitute for consistent truth. Has God cre- 
ated beings that he cannot or will not govern 
according to the determinations of his own will? 
Can any event happen throughout the vast ex- 
tent of his unbounded empire, without his per- 
mission, and without his unerring knowledge of 
what shall be the consequence ? Are there any 
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limits to his watchful care and his unclouded 
vision ? And, in the exercise of his unrivalled 
power, what can disturb the harmony of his 
works, or in the smallest degree baffle <Uhe 
operation of his hands ?^^ How pure soever 
may be the intentions of the man who denies 
the full and perfect providence of God over 
every event, such denial, if well considered, will 
be found to lead to conclusions that belong to ^ 
the atheist's creed ! When once this limitation 
of God's superintending wisdom and power is 
sanctioned, no man can tell where it shall end ! 
The ancient Persians believed in the exist- 
ence of two creative and governing powers; 
the one the source of all light and good, and the 
other the author of all darkness and evil. This 
doctrine was introduced into the Christian 
Church and blended with the religion of Christ, 
by one Cubricus, otherwise called Manes, in the 
third century — ^and seems still to be advocated 
by no inconsiderable portion of the Christian 
world. It may not be held in these days in the 
same form in which it used to exist; but the 
doctrine itself, though denied in name, still has 
a being in Christendom. And the belief very 
extensively prevails that there is in the universe 
a mighty being who is the author of all evil, 
whose kingdom is erected in opposition to that 
of the Almighty, and who will finally succeed 
in securing to himself a large portion of the off- 
spring of God ! 
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This doctrine is believed on the supposed 
ground that there is in the universe^ absolute, 
ultimate evil, which never could have been 
created by a good being. It is thought to be 
established by the very necessity of the case : 
for nothing could be more inconsistent or para- 
doxical than the supposition that real and 
endless evil should proceed from the very foun- 
^tain of all goodness! The conclusion is un- 
doubtedly correct ; but thepremises from which 
it is drawn find no support in reason and truth. 

When we direct our attention to the Scrip- 
tures, we are taught that there is but one Crea- 
tor ; and that all things have proceeded from a 
common source. There is one Being in the 
universe whose existence is from eternity. He 
was before every other being 'and all events, 
and is the original Cause of all things. 

** Ere the infant sun 
Was rolled together,ior had tried his beams 
Athwart the gloom profound/' 

He lived in the perfection of his nature, with no 
rival power to intercept the exercise of his om- 
nipotence! The earth was moulded by his 
skill, inhabited by his power, and man inspired 
with life by the breath of his mouth ! No 
other agent is named in the record of creation ! 
God created and He alone. He said ^'Let 
there be light; and there was light." ^^ He 
spake, and it was done ; He commanded, and it 
stood fasf 
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And as to the existence of that which is sup-*^ 
posed to have been produced by another and a 
far different power, we find that its creation is 
ascribed to God. It is written, Isaiah xlv. 7, " / 
form the lights and create darkness : I make 
peaae^ and create evil: I the Lord do all these 
things.^^ The same Power that commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, covers the earth 
with the mantle of night. And He that speaks 
peace to f he troubled elements of nature, raises the 
whirlwind and the storm, and scatters the blight 
of mildew and death over the face of creation ! 
He hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and trans- 
formed the murderous Saul into a messenger of 
glad tidings and peace. He blinded the eyes 
of Israel that they should not know the Messiah 
promised their fathers, and granted the light of 
the Gospel to the benighted Gentiles. He 
caused the law to enter that transgression might 
abound, and that grace might much more 
abound, even unto eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. And he has concluded all 
men in .unbelief, that he might have m^rcy 
upon all ! ' 

Creative power belongs to God alone. And 
whatever exists or happens is caused either di* 
rectly or remotely by Him ; or at least is per- 
mitted by his wisdom for some good purpose. 
That the entire race of mankind have been 
produced by his omnific energies, none will at- 
tempt to deny. If one man could come into 
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existence without his agency, all things might 
exist independently of his power. But all be- 
lieve, because there is no room for any diversity 
of sentiment, that the Deity is " the God of the 
spirits of ail flesh," and the Father of all men. 
We may, however, proceed still farther, and 
say that all things affecting the interests of man, 
are subject to the perfect and supreme control 
of God. And this fact, although many pretend 
to deny it, necessarily results from the supposi- 
tion that evil is caused by beings whom God 
has created ! 

We would not be understood to aflirm that 
God is the direct or immediate cause of any of 
the apparent disorders of the world ; but mere- 
ly that all things, when traced through seconda- 
ry causes up to their first origin, will be found 
to proceed from Him. And what say the Scrip- 
tures ? " Shall there be evil in a city^ and the 
Lord hath not done itP^ Amos iii. 6. No 
evil proceeds directly from God, who is the 
source and perfection of goodness. But he per- 
mits evils to exist in the world, not that an ulti- 
mate injury may thereby be inflicted upon a 
portion of his creatures, and the harmony of 
his works forever destroyed; but for the ac- 
complishment of such ends as shall be compati- 
ble with his own nature, character and govern- 
ment. And we ask, if this view of the subject 
does not reflect greater honor upon the character 
of the Divinity, than that which supposes that 
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evil exists ia opposition to the divine intentions, 
and will finally be the means of destroying the 
harmony of his works, and of defeating his 
righteous and benevolent purposes ? The reader 
is particularly desired candidly and seriously to 
ponder this question. 

In whatever difficulties the subject may be 
involved, we cannot believe that creative ener- 
gy belongs to any other than God i or that the 
smallest thing can be effected without the aid of 
power at first derived from Him. And in the 
full persuasion that such is the doctrine of the 
Scriptures, we hold it as a truths demanding 
belief and worthy of God ! 

The same power that created all beings and 
set in motion the operations of universal nature, 
governs with the hand of a Sovereign every 
creature and every event. Nothing can live 
and move without his aid. He upholds, sus- 
tains, and directs all things. And though clouds 
and darkness are round about him, and his 
judgments are unsearchable and his ways past 
.finding out, we are assured in his word that he 
** worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
wilV^ His will is done^ as well among the in- 
habitants of the earth, as in the armies of hea- 
ven. 

" The general order since the world began, 
Is kept in nature, and ia kept in man,^* 

We admit that there are many things in the 
divine economy above human comprehension. 
3 
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We behold evils and sufferings in the vrorld 
withoat being able to perceive that any good 
can ever result from their existence. And how 
shall the mind obtain satisfaction in reference 
to such subjects ? Consider first what may be 
known of God's ways from the visible operations 
of his hands. In the natural world we see the* 
atmosphere purified and retidered salubrious, by 
the same thunder and lightning that leave in their 
train destruction and death. The water that de- 
stroys the property and the lives of men, en- 
riches the earth, and causes it to bring forth seed 
to the sower and bread to the eater. And even 
in the moral world we have seen evils effect their 
own cures, and be the means of lasting good. 
The calamities of war have heightened the 
blessings of peace ; and nations and individuals 
have been taught the necessity of moderation by 
the evils of excess. 

A slight knowledge of God's works and ways 
will show that he has constituted all creatures 
for enjoyment, The impress of benevolence is 
discernible in every thing that he has made. 
And when we see the innocent babe, "born only 
to weep and die,'' knowing nothing of the world 
save its sufferings, and closing its eyes in sorrow, 
and we are unable here to recognise the hand of 
a kind and benignant Being, we should judge of 
God's ways from what we know. Our attention 
should be turned to the Scriptures to ascertain 
upon vfh^t principles bis government is admin- 
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istered, and what are the purposes of his will in 
reference to mankind. We find it there declared 
that God is good to all his creatures ; and that 
the sufferings of the present time are not worthy 
to be compared to the glory which shall hereaf- 
ter be revealed in us. 

** Here then we rest ; the universal caase 
Acts to one end, bat acts by various law9*' < 

If we had lived in the days of Jacob, and wit- 
nessed his afflictions in the loss of Joseph, we 
should have been unable to reconcile such an 
emant with the universal and changeless bene- 
volence of the overruling Power. We should 
have supposed, either that the hand of God was 
not in the affair, or else that he was indifferent 
to the happiness of his creatures. But when we 
look to the sequel of the history, we find that the 
very evils which appeard so great, were the 
means of accomplishing the greatest good. The 
slavery of Joseph in Egypt, enabled him to pre- 
serve his &ther and family alive, and to perpe- 
tuate the tribe from which came *Mhe Savior of 
the world." 

If we had witnessed the rejection and death 
of Jesus, we might have supposed, as did the 
disciples, that his religion was destroyed, and his 
kingdom forever abolished. And yet we now 
learn from the Scriptures, that the death of our 
Master was the great means of establishing his 
religion, and of giving permanency to his king- 
dom on earth. His enemies, who were blinded, 
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unwittingly fulfilled the Scriptures, and were in- 
struments in the hands of God in proving that 
Jesus was the Messiah promised their fathers. 

And if we had seen the rejection of Israel and 
the call of the Gentiles, we might have thought 
that God had cast away his people. But Paul 
has assured us, Romans xi, that the casting away 
of the Jews is the enriching of the world, and that 
the receiving of them shall be life from the dead. 
He has explained the great mystery, and shoWn 
that the blindness of Israel is only partial, and 
that they shall all be saved, together with the 
fulness of the Gentiles. Well then might he ex- 
claim with pleasing wonder and joy, "O the 
depths of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God ! how unsearchable are bis 
judgments, and his ways past finding out !'' 

Though sin and wickedness abound in the 
world, and men are punished for their trans* 
gressions, God is ever carrying forward his wise 
and benevolent designs. Every thing is sub- 
ject to his supreme control^ and subservient to 
the accomplishment of his holy will. He can 
say to the angry passions of the human soul, as 
to the raging billows' of the mighty deep. Hith- 
erto shall ye come, but no farther ! He has <^ de- 
clared the end from the beginning, and from an- 
cient times the things that are not yet done, say- 
ing. My counsel shall stand, and I will do all 
my pleasure." And though his judgments are 
unsearchable and his ways past finding out« in 
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his all-comprehensive view every thing is tend- 
ing to the final execution of his plans, and the 
eventual blessedness in Christ Jesus of the 
whole race of Adam ! We may therefore truly 
say of the works and the ways of the Almighty, 
in lines familiar to every reader: 

''All Dature is bat art, unknown to thee ; ^ 

, All chance, diredion, which thou canst not see; 
; All discord, harmony not understood ; 
I Ail partial evil, universal good,*' , 



CHAPTER IIL 

REASONS OF BEXIfiF. 

Ths Apostle Paul has said, 2d Cor. iv. 13, 
"We having the same s.pirit of faith, according 
as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I 
spoken : we also believe and therefore speak.'' 
The passage of ancient Scripture to which 
Paul here refers is found in the 116th Psalm. 
Believing that the Lord was gracious, righteous 
and merciful, David gave espr^ession to the feel- 
ings of his heart, and openly declared his hope 
and confidence in the God of salvation. And 
having the same spirit of faith, and believing on 
the Lord Jesus Christ with all the heart, Paul 
honestly and faithfully declared to the world the 
grounds ^nd the reasons of his belief. 

In the conduct of this eminent servant of God 
we find an example well worthy of imitation. 
In whatever fanciful theories we may indulge — 
whatever may be our mere speculations iu re- 
gard to things of a sacred nature, nothing de- 
serves to be dignified with the name of beli^j 
unless some foundation can be shown and some 
reason offered for its support. And, when, from - 
careful study in a right spirit, any faith toward 
God has been obtained, that faith should be ex- 
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pressed to others. « I belieyed^ and thertfare 
have I spoken ; we also believe, and ther^ore 



Belief is not mere conjecture : nor is it posi- 
tive knowledge. It is the persuasion or convic- 
tion of the understanding that some unknown 
thing is true ; and it must result from the force of 
wevidenccy either real or imaginary. The great- 
'est falsehood may be firmly believed; but in 
^such a case there is some supposed reason suffi- 
«cient to induce belief in the mind. And a good 
lunderstanding of that reason would remove the 
« delusion, and discover the cheat. But when 
:a conjecture is formed without any exercise 
of the reasoning powers of the mind ; and is 
thought to be true, though no ground whatever 
can be assigned for its support, all this comes 
short of belie/y and is sheer imagination. Per- 
haps many persons deceive themselves by cher- 
ishing mere speculations as their strongest faith 
and their dearest^hopes. They may fimcy that 
this thing is true, and that the other will here- 
after be revealed, when at the same time they 
can assign no reason why they thus think. It is 
a mistake to suppose that any such ideal crea- 
tions are belief. And we fear that such things 
are too common among Christian people of the 
present day. There is a fearful tendency among 
religous teachers to demand belief, without pro- 
ducing sufficient evidence to convince the can-* 
did thinker that the thing to be believed is true. 
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And when a doctrine is embraced without being 
understoodi through fear of incurring the sup- 
posed consequences of not embracing it belief is 
excluded, though the imagination is terrified. 

In speaking of Christian belief Paul said, 
"Now faith is the substance of things hoped 
for, the evidence ['ground, or, confidence,' in the 
marginal reading,] of things not seen.'' The 
man in whom the spirit of this faith dwells can 
inform you what he hopes for ; and he can also 
furnish you with the evidences upon which hi» 
belief is founded. He is uninfluenced by any 
considerations of good policy — he has receiFed 
the mere opinion of no man as the basis of his 
faith and hopes — ^he thinks he believes nothing 
for which he can ofierno reason, in the expecta- 
tion of thus securing the interest of his soul — 
but his mind has felt the weight of evidence, and 
FAITH is the result. He may possess but small 
gifts, and his tongue be unused to " set speech,'^ 
but he knows in whom he has trusted, and he 
can show you the grounds of his confidence. 
And though he has not actual knowledge of 
all things involving his interests, he "walks by 
faithi and not by sight/' knowing in whom be 
has trusted, and feeling well assured that his 
hopes are built upon the precious foundation- 
stone laid in Zion ! Such is faith, resting upon 
evidence ; and the believer is required to speak ' 
and make known the reasons of his belief. 

The Scriptures require no man to believe any 
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thing, of the truth of which he can find no evi- 
dence. They demand no implicit faith ; but in- 
struct us to be always ready to give a reason of 
the hope that we cherish. The Psalmist did 
more than to call upon men to see the Divine 
goodness — he invited them to taste and see that 
the Lord is good, to learn the fact from a know- 
ledge of his works and ways. Nay, the Divine 
word cautions us against believing every spirit, 
and commands us to ^' try the spirits whether 
they are of God.'' And Jehovah himself said 
to the children of Israel, <<Come, now, and let us 
reason together." From all these instructions, 
^ur duty in regard to matters of belief is per- 
fectly plain. We must think, reason, compare 
and jddge for ourselves, and not for one ano~ 
ther, being accountable to God alone. No man 
or body of men has any right to prescribe to us 
what we shall believe, or to call us to account 
for our faith. Belief is a personal thing ; and 
even God himself requires of us no more than 
to avail ourselves of all the means within our 
reach, to make the best possible use of our 
powers, and to believe that which comes from 
sincere and honest inquiry, and is the result of 
evidence. And having thus believed, the exam- 
ple of inspired men calls upon us to speak. 

In imitation of this example, we have under- 
taken to state the grounds and reasons of our 
Jaith — to show what we believe, and why we 
believe. The subject before us presents a wide 
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field of labor, and we have no expectation of 
fully exploring it in all its parts. Although the 
substance of our faith and the foundation that 
supports it, may be stated in a few words, the 
theme is vast and boundless, and might be con- 
templated forever, while new beauties would be 
constantly unfolded to the mind. The riches of 
Christ are unsearchable, and the love of God 
passeth all understanding. And the glories of 
redemption, into which angels desired to look, 
could hardly be set forth in all their brightness 
by the feeble powers of man. But there is 
much of interest within our reach, and we hope 
to be able to show by reason and Scripture that 
the doctrine of Universal Salvation, though 
despised and rejected of men, as was " the Sa- 
vior of the world," is worthy of all acceptation. 
We solemnly believe that the views which 
we hold of the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, 
are not only the most honorable to him and the 
most compatible with his works and word, but 
also the best calculated of any that have ever 
been entertained, to save men both from the 
evils of fanaticism and from the deleterious in- 
fluence of Infidelity. We wish not to cast re- 
proach upon our fellow-Christians who believe 
doctrines that we abhor ; nor do we seek to ex- 
alt ourselves in knowledge and usefulness above 
the faithful and devoted teachers whom we be- 
lieve to be in great error. But we simply state 
the deliberate conviction of our mind, and thus 
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incidentally present a very important reason for 
the labor in which we are now engaged* 

The late Dr. Emmons, who has quite recent- 
ly been called to sleep with his fathers, says, in 
his Appendix to Edwards against Chauncey, 
'There is a larger number than these, [thorough 
skeptics,] perhaps, who are making swift and 
bold advances in the cause of Infidelity, and 
leave no methods unemployed to discredit Divine 
Revelation, and subvert the foundations of Chris- 
tianity. They need not tell the world their mo- 
tives. Were they not convinced that the Bible 
contains the doctrine o/ eternal punishments, 
they would not rack their invention to find ar- 
guments to persuade themselves and others, 
that the Scriptures *are a cunningly devise^ 
fable. Let this doctrine be erased from the Bi- 
ble, and every Deist would become its, votary, 
and exchange his Bolingbroke, Voltaire, or 
Chesterfield, for that sacred volume. It is this 
doctrine alone that compels them to renounce a 
bookj which bears so many signatures of divi- 
nity, and which they are constrained to ac- 
knowledge contains the most excellent in- 
stitutions, Instructions and commands. But so 
weak is their infidelity , we presume they would 
rejoice to find the B,ible on their side, to confirm 
their wavering hopes and feeble prospects of fu- 
ture happiness. And this is what the scheme of 
universal salvation promises. It flatters them 
that the Bible is their friend, and announces 
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eternal felicity to them and to all mankind. Ac- 
cordingly, it is well knovn, that numbers of a 
deistical turn have become converts to this agree- 
able doctrine, and many others are iminently 
exposed to fall into the fatal snare. But this is 
flying from the iron weapon, and rushing on the 
bow of steel. For if any discard the Bible be- 
cause they know that it does contain the doctrine 
of future and eternal punishments^ or embrace it 
because they imagine that it does not contain 
that doctrine, they will infallibly meet with dis- 
appointment and ruin in the end.'' 

These concessions of an eminent theologian 
and distinguished opposer of our faith, contain 
truths that ought to be generally known among 
Christian people. It is the doctrine of endless 
misery alone that compels men to renounce a 
book, which they are constrained to acknow- 
ledge contains the most excellent institutions and 
instructions, and which they would eagerly em- 
brace and believe, if they could only feel well 
persuaded that it gives no support to that doc- 
trine and its concomitant cruelties and absurdi- 
ties ! The scheme of universal salvation aims 
to convince them ^4hat the Bible is their friend" 
and the friend of all mankind — that it proclaims 
" good tidings of great joy that shall be to all 
eople'^ — and that if they were brought to be- 
ieve its messages of salvation, they would thus 
<< confirm their wavering hopes and feeble pros- 
pects of future happiness," and be enabled to 
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** rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory/' 
Why should we preach a doctrine that cwnpels 
men to reject that which they feel constrained 
to acknowledge is excellent and good ; and 
which they would cherish with warm and 
grateful hearts, if this chief and only obstacle 
were removed from their minds ? And why 
should we be censured by any lover of Christian 
truth and righteousness, for laboring to deliver 
men from the only influence that binds them to 
Infidelity,and to bring them into the happy belief 
that God ^' will have all men to be sared, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth V^ If 
we can induce " numbers of a deistical turn" to 
believe that Jesus Christ ia " the Savior of the 
world," and thus be the means of subduipg 
their opposition and enlisting their souls in the 
cause of the Gospel, we shall accomplish a good 
work ; and we ought to receive the thanks, and 
not the reproaches of good men. 

We cannot believe that God has revealed any 
doctrine, the knowledge of which forms the only 
barrier to belief in minds that feel constrained 
to acknowledge that his revelation << contains 
the most excellent institutions, instructions, and 
commands." That the doctrine of endless mise- 
ry produces this unhappy effect, is freely ad- 
mitted both by the friends and the opposers of 
that doctrine. It is so utterly repugnant to every 
good feeling that God has implanted within us, 
that few ever embrace it frpm candid investiga- 
4 
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tion and reasonable copviction. Many are made 
to believe it from the mere force of early aod 
deep-rooted prejudices and the continued influ- 
ence of education ; while others embrace it un- 
der the power of fear, and iu the hope of esca- 
ping dreadful evils and of securing the greatest 
blessings. But when reason is freely called in- 
to requisition, and the best feelings of humanity 
are allowed to exert their proper influence over 
the mind, the supposition that the Scriptures 
countenance the awful doctrine of unending 
torments, will lead to a rejection of the whole 
counsel of God ! And " it is this doctrine alone 
that compeb men to renounce a book, which 
bears so many signatures of divinity, and which 
they are constrained to acknowledge contains 
the most excellent institutions, instructions, and 
commands/' 

We desire, with the help of God, to take 
away this fatal stumbling-block — this danger- 
ous rock of ofience, upon which so many have 
made shipwreck of their faith in Christ and their 
best hopes of immortality. Having received the 
spirit of that faith which is friendly to all men, 
and embraces! the final holiness and happiness 
of all, we speak in behalf of our suflering race. 
And while we endeavor to guard our fellows 
against the blinding influence of false. preconcep- 
tions, and all conjectural and groundless.alarms, 
we would also strive to save them from the mise- 
rable effects of skepticism, and to remove the 
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very eause of their infidelity. Both the believer 
in endless misery and the skeptic must experi- 
ence painful doubts in regard to the future state 
of existence. The former cannot feel assured 
beyond every misgiving that he will be in the 
rij^ht frame of mind to ascend to celestial bliss 
just when "the silver cord" of life is loosed 
from its hold, and the spirit is called to depart; 
and he cannot with confidence promise himself 
what fate may await him beyond the veilof 
death. Ail is uncertainty ; and the mind, if it 
seriously reflect, is constantly wavering between 
hope and fear. And of the latter, it has well 
been said, "In vain does the unbeliever soothe 
his soul with the prospect of an eternal sleep ; 
for by what argument can he prove that we will 
not live by chance in eternity, as certainly as 
we have lived by chance in time ? And whether 
our future state will chance to be a heaven or 
a hell, no atheist is able to inform us. If it be 
a heaven, no thanks to any intelligent author ; 
and if a hell, no hope from any parental guar- 
dian or friend, to save us from its horrors. On 
this dreadful uncertainty, what considerate man 
would not lament that he ever opened his eyes 
upon the light, or ever breathed the vitality of 
the atmosphere?"* 

"We have a more sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto 



*Rev. Asa Shinn. 
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a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts." 
We can pray "for all men," which ^* is good 
and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 
who will hav0 all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth"— 'lifting up 
holy hands, wUhout wrath and doubtinffj*' 
And if WQ can be the means.of imparting this 
blessed and glorious faith to any unbelieving 
mind, or to any fearful soul, we shall add to the 
sum of huouin happiness, and in some small de- 
gree advance the interests of our Savior's king- 
dom 00 ^arth. 



CHAPTER IV. 
INSPIRATION AND TRUTH OF TBB BIBLSt 

Rejecting all the creeds that have ever been 
established by human authority, we make the Bi- 
ble itself the basis of our faith and hopes. We 
believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments contain a revelation from God of 
the whole duty and the final destiny of all man- 
kind. They come to us not as mere histories, 
informing us of people that lived, and of things 
that happened in other days ; but as genuine and 
anthentiQ records, dictated by the spirit of the 
Living God. The sacred writers were men of 
like passions with ourselves; but they received 
" the inspiration of the Almighty,'' and were 
gifted with extraordinary powers. And the com- 
munications which they made to the world were 
never conceived of by the unaided faculties of 
the human mind. While they performed works 
far above the abilities of all other men, they 
looked through the vista of distant ages, and 
made known future events. And the prophe- 
cies which the ancient Seers of God proclaimed 
to their fellows, were long afterwards verified 
beyond the cavil even of enemies. 

Without attempting any thing like a. full proof 
4* 
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of the divine inspiration of the sacred Scriptures, 
we. think it impossible for any candid or discern- 
ing man to read the predictions ot the Old Tes^ 
lament in regard to cities, countries and people, 
and especially as they relate to the Jews, and 
then attentively consider their remarkabie fulfil- 
ment, without being thoroughly and perfectly 
convinced that the spirit of the All-seeing God 
was the spirit of prophecy in the hearts of ^^ holy 
men of old.'' These predictions were not seem- 
ingly verified in an occasional coincidence ; but 
fulfilled to the very letter in numberless in- 
stances ; and monuments of the fact are yet visi-. 
ble to all. Look at Babylon, Idumea, Jerusalem, 
the natural descendants of Abraham — any city, 
country or people, of which the Scriptures pro- 
phesied, and you will perceive that if the pro- 
phets spoke at random, their predictions present 
the greatest mystery that ever puzzled the mind, 
or gained the belief of a thinking being. If they 
spoke by chance, well may we say with Pope, 

''AH chance, diredion which thou canst not see/* 

The ancient prophecies relating to the Mes- 
siah are still more remarkable. No such person- 
age had ever appeared in the world — none like 
him has ever since been known among men. 
But the time of his coming> his character, offices, 
labors and death were all accurately foretold 
long before the day of his advent. The pre- 
dictions of the Scriptures had excited general 
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and almost universal expectations of his appear- 
ance on earth, at the very time when angels 
from heaven announced his nativity. John the 
Baptist was at first thought by the Jews to be 
the Messiah that had been promised ; and he 
found it necessary to certify them distinctly that 
he was "not the Christ." And what gives pe- 
culiar force aod weight to the authority of divine 
prophecy in this case, is the fact that the Jews 
were disappointed in the character of our Savior; 
and by opposing and putting him to death, they 
unwittingly fulfilled all that the prophets had 
spoken concerning him. There was no collusion 
between Jews and Christians to palm a decep- 
tion upon the world : but one party strove to 
uphold the old religion, while the other stood 
forth in the midst of dangers and death to defend 
the new and better covenant of promise. And 
while the former fiercely opposed all the claims 
of our Lord to the Messiahship, the latter clear- 
ly proved by the ancient writings that were in 
the hands of the Jews, that Jesus was indeed 
the Christ ! 

The inspiration . and truth of the Old Testa- 
ment are established by a long chain of both 
internal and. external proofs, while the claims 
of the New are now attested by additional evi- 
dence. The effects of the Gospel which we see 
and feel all around us, bear convincing testimo- 
ny^ not only to its truth, but also to its exceeding 
and unspeakable value. It is the source of our 
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best knowlecl]5e, and the fountain of our purest 
happiness. It contains the secret power of every 
real improvement in society ; and every enlight- 
ened nation now on earth has been instructed 
and elevated by the moral influence of Christi- 
anity. This religion has fashioned the laws and 
moulded the institutions that give us a high and 
noble rank among the inhabitants of the world. 
And wherever its power is really felt, man is 
raised up from his degradation, and renewed in 
the spirit of knowledge after the image of Him 
that created him. But to attempt to prove the 
truth of Christianity in a Christian community 
would be a needless work. Its works suffi- 
ciently bear it witness. And the man who, 
will deny the works would hardly be profited 
by reason and argument. 

We know that there are men in the world 
surrounded by the blessings of revealed religion, 
who "rack their invention to find arguments to 
persuade theiiaselves and others, that the Scrip- 
tures are a cunningly devised fable.'' But we 
are well convinced that their opposition to the 
teachings of divine wisdoni, and their ingratitude 
to God for his richest favors, are, in most cases 
at least, the results of very superficial thinking, 
if not of vain conceit and wilful perverseness! 
The common objections to the Bible have all 
been repeatedly and most triumphantly answer- 
ed ; but as in another case that might be named, 
they ar^ still reiterated with as much confidence 
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and boldness, as if nothing approaching an 
answer could possibly be furnished. Let any 
man of good sense read Watson's Reply to 
Paine with candor; and he will be astonished 
to witness the weakness and perverseness, the 
effrontery and daring falsehood, which every 
where abound in that mischievous work, called 
by a strange {abuse of language, /^The Age of 
Reason.*' And yet the beggarly and men- 
dacious assumptions of this book are flippantly 
quoted to disprove the, Bible, by persons who 
are almost as ignorant of what the Scriptures 
contain as they are of the Persian Zendevesta ! 
An apparent contradiction is referred to, and 
declared sufficient to condemn the whole Bible, 
when at the same time a little modest and 
patient sludy would show that the whole diffi^ 
culty has originated in sheer misunderstanding. 
Or a command of God is pronounced arbitrary 
and unjust, when its meaning is neither known 
nor sought. Or a prophetic vision, highly em* 
^bellished with poetic imagery, is declared to be 
all nonsense, by some shallow-minded person 
who has never taken the pains to acquaint 
himself with what it does actually signify. And 
so of many other supposed objections to divine 
truth. 

But all such cavils are very small matters; and 
they are hardly worthy to be taken into account 
in deciding the great question whether we have 
any ground of confidence in the God who made 
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US, or whether all our hopes are the mere delii^ 
sions of superstitious weakness. What if two 
sentences snatched from different parts of the 
Bible, seem not to express the same meaning to 
the very letter, shall we therefore abandon our 
trust in Heaven, give our joyous faith to the 
winds, count the blood of the cross an unclean 
tiling, and do despite to the spirit of divine 
grace ? Let us but know that " God, who at sun- 
dry times and in divers manners spake in time 
past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by his Son/^ 
and we care nothing for the poor quibbles and 
empty cavils of men wise in their own conceit. 
The strong holds of our defence will be un- 
harmed by any assault of the foe; and the 
mightiest weapon that can be hurled at our citi- 
del, will either fall harmless at its base, or re- 
turn with increased force upon the head of the 
foolish assailant ! 

If all the supposed discrepancies found in the 
Bible were real and unanswerable, that sacred • 
volume would still stand a lasting monument 
of the wisdom, power, and beneficence of God. 
The great and fundamental truths which it con- 
tains would still be abundantly attested; and it 
would still reasonably claim the hearty belief, 
aye, the strongest love and the highest admira- 
tion of every human soul. But these little 
things can all be explained consistently with 
reason and truth, and to the full satisfaction of 
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every mind that is capable and candid enough 
to perceive the force of reason and the evidence 
of truth. And it should be understood that In- 
fidels do not attack the main bulwarks of Chris- 
tian truth, and enter the castle to take it by 
storm. They commonly throw small missiles, 
and seem to take delight in annoying, while they 
shudder to attempt the work of complete and 
thorough destruction. The standard works in 
defence of the Bible are not manfully attacked, 
and their arguments one after another fairly 
examined and exploded. But the enemy is 
wont to hang about the outskirts of the camp, 
to make a display of his prowess in capturing 
some unguarded victim. And perhaps the rea- 
sonof all thissmall kind of warfare is found in the 
fact that none can entirely divest themselves of 
the impression that God has in some degree 
revealed himself to man in the holy Scriptures. . 



CHAPTER V. 

CAUSES OF SKEPTICAIi OBJECTIONS. 

The principal objections of skeptics are sel- 
dom, if ever, directed against doctrines that are 
really taught in the word of God. They sup- 
pose the Bible to contain the doctrines of total 
depravity, the trinity, a. vicarious atonement, 
an almost omnipotent personal devil, and an 
endless hell. They cannot believe that man is 
naturally and thoroughly corrupt in all his feel- 
ings, affections and powers. They know from 
experience and observation, and from every 
source whence they can obtain knowledge, that 
this doctrine is as false as it is dishonorable* to 
God and degrading to man. Both reason and 
feeling are shocked at the thought that God 
would create, or suffer his works to be disgraced 
by a mere mass of living pollution ; and they 
turn with loathing and disgust from a book 
which they have been taught to believe contains 
this abominable notion. For the mere act of re- 
jecting such a doctrine they deserve no censure; 
for nothing could more shamefully outrage all 
religion and humanity than the notion that the 
noblest work of God on earth, and the only 
mortal creature that bears his image, is the only 
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Utterly vile and worthless thing in his whole 
creation ! But if they would only free their 
minds from all wrong prejudices, make the pro- 
per and necessary distinction between human 
creeds and didne truth, and learn what tlie Bi- 
ble says on this subject, one great cause of I heir 
infidelity would soon be removed, and they 
would find themselves prepared to make farther 
advances in the truth* 

They cannot believe that three distinct per- 
sons, each perfect aiid entire in himself consti- 
tute but one being; nor can they possibly un- 
derstand how a jfon can be of exactly the same 
age with his faiher. The supposition, though 
not like the foregoing* utterly abhorrent to every 
good feeling, is equally opposed to every dictate 
of that reason which God has bestowed upon 
his creature man* Three mean more than one, 
and one less than three, the world over ,' and on 
any other than a religious subject, every man 
who has any thing like common understanding 
will admit that ihe/ather must exist before liis 
son. But a correct knowledge of the divine 
record would lead no man into the belief of any 
such manifest contradiction and absurdity. It 
teaches that "there is but one Ood, the Father, 
of whom are all things, and we in him; and 
one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things 
and we by hitn.'* 1 Cor. viii. 6. And it re- 
quires us to believe no doctrine that stands op- 
posed to all that was ever thought to be reason, 
S 
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and which, however sincerely believed, no man 
can suppose that he ever understood ! 

They cannot see the justice of punishing the 
innocent for the sins of the guilty — of visiting 
fif^rce wrath and vengeance upon one who never 
sinned, and in whose mouth there was no guile, 
to satisfy legal demands upon transgressors. 
Such procedure is altogether incompatible with 
our natural sense of right and wrong, and would 
be condemned in man as the very climax of in- 
justice and wanton cruelty. This notion formed 
one of the chief objections of Paine to the truth 
of the Bible and its moral influence in the world. 
He could see neither justice nor good example 
in visiting the inflictions of a broken law upon 
the unoffending, instead of the guilty. Yet the 
Scriptures declare God to he just, and command 
us to be his imitators. All this seems as con- 
tradict(»ry as it is unlovely. And with such a 
confusion of ideas in the mind, it is no marvel 
that some men should rashly condemn what 
they conceive to be the source of such a doc- 
trine. But here, again, the want of discrimina- 
tion is apparent ; and creeds and the Bible are 
again found at issue. The Scriptures declare 
that God "will by no means clear the guilty ;'' 
and though they speak of Christ^s sufferings /or 
us, i. e. in our behalf, they nowhere say that he 
was ever punished in our stead, or that he ever 
-suffered in our stead. And a good under- 
standing of just what the Bible does teach on 
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this subject would overcome and bear away an- 
other objection that has long hindered men from 
believing what God has spoken by the pfophets 
and by his Son. 

Skeptics also rear an objection of no incon- 
siderable importance upon the mistaken notion 
that the Bible speaks of a most powerful evil 
being, who disputes with the Almighty the go- 
vernment of the world, and who will finally 
leave the contest with very great spoils, and 
reign eternally in his kingdom over untold my- 
riads of subjects. The question will arise in 
the mind, as it did with Crusoe^s man Friday, 
why will the Omnipotent Jehovah endlesgiy 
preserve in existence this arch-enemy of all that 
is good ? ** Why not kill him?*^ If God really 
wills to bless all men in Christ, why not remove 
this only hindrance to so great and good a 
work? But the Bible gives us no information 
of any Devil, but such as we find in the carnal 
mind, and in wicked adversaries of truth and 
righteousness. And if skeptics would rightly 
inform themselves on this subject, they would 
very readily perceive that their objection is 
based in entire mistake, and is consequently of 
no force. 

All skeptics, so far as we have been able to 
ascertain their views, suppose the Bible to teach 
the doctrine of endless misery ; and on this 
ground thiey reject it. "It is this doctrine alone 
(says Dr. Emmons) that compels them to re- 
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noimce a book, which bears so many signatures 
of divinity, and which they are constrained to 
acknowledge contains the most excellent in- 
stitutions, instructions, and commands." And 
whocan deny that there is something inexpres- 
sibly awful and abhorrent to the purest and best 
feelings of every man, in the thought that the 
Father of mercies and the God of all grace will 
cur^e a part of his offspring with all imaginable 
tortures, throughout the ceaseless duration of 
eternity ? And when such is declared to be the 
doctrine of that Book which proclaims ^^good 
tidings of great jay ^ that shall be to allpeople^^ 
who can blame a man for pausing to inquire be- 
fore he believes ? Alas ! how many have been 
driven headlong into the vortex of infidelity by 
that which ^^ compels them to renounce*^ the 
glad tidings of peace and salvation to the 
world ! How many have turned away from the 
Bible, because they supposed it to contain a doc- 
trine unsurpassed in cruelty by any thing ever 
conceived by pagan superstition or savage fero- 
city ! Bat if they had learned that the Bible is 
their friend, "and announces eternal felicity to 
them and to all mankind/' they would have 
embraced it with ajeal and loved it \jrith ardent 
devotion. 

Thus we find that the chief objections to the 
word of God, result from the belief that it teaches 
certain doctrines of human creeds, to which in 
fact it gives no support whatever. This consi- 
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deration should strengthen onr faith in the Scrip- 
tures; and also increase our zeal in the work of 
convincing mankind what God has spoken, and 
what he requires us to believe. The Bible 
should be diligently studied in perfect freedom 
from all restraints imposed by human means 
and authority. And if thus studied, with the 
aid of every useful help that can be obtained, it 
will make the mind wise unta salvation, and fill 
the soul with pence and joy ! 

One more consideration will bring us to the 
close of the present chapter: We should be- 
lieve no doctrine that cannot be expressed in the 
language of the Bible. It may well be con- 
cluded that God intended his word to be under- 
stood according to the language in which that 
word has been spoken to man. Figures and 
parables should be interpreted in accordance 
with the known usage of language, and in the 
light of clear and unaujbigunus testimony. But 
every essential item of Christian faith should be 
found expressed in words so plain and easily 
understood, that the wayfaring man, though a 
fool, need not err therein. And such is indeed 
the case. Who can fail to comprehend such 
declarations as the following? — *'The Lord is 
good to all ; and his tender mercies are over ail 
his works." — " There is but one God.''—" God 
is love.'' — He •' will by no means clear the 
guilty." — He " will have all men to be saved.'* 
5* 



54 UNIVEBSALIST BELIEF. 

—He is the " God nnd Father of all.''—" The 
living God, who is the Savior of all men.^' 

Snch language expresses truths involving the 
highest interests of W'xn in time and in eternity ; 
and it is commended hy its very simplicity to 
the comprehension of every man. But the 
reader will find that the doctrines which com- 
pel men to reject the Bible against their own 
feelings and convictions of its excellency and 
worth, though very plainly stated in the creeds 
of human devise, were never expressed in Scrip- 
ture language. The Trinity, vicarious atone- 
ment, total ^depravity, substituted righteous- 
ness and sin,future judgment, and endless mis- 
sery, are phrases that have never vet been found 
in Scripture; nor have we been able to And any- 
thing of a similar meaning. Such things, there- 
fore, should all be laid aside; while the Divine 
Record is made the great standard and the only 
standard of our faith. 

Let all our inquiries be thus governed — let us 
cultivate a fondness for the study of divine tlruth 
— let us habituate the mind to frequent and con- 
stant communion with God^-and while we dili- 
gently avail ourselves of every mentis of instruc- 
tion which the Lord has afforded, let us humbly 
and devoutly pray that his Holy Spirit will en- 
lighten our minds and guide us into all truth. 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE NATURE AND ATTRIBUTES OF GOD. 

Much as Christians of various denominations 
disagree in their respective systems of faith, 
there is a remarkable concurrence of belief 
among all in riegard to the essential attributes of 
the Godhead. All believe that our Maker is a 
being of infinite wisdom, almighty power, and 
perfect and unbounded benevolence. These 
three attributes plainly comprise all that belong 
to the Divinity. And justice and mercy, holi- 
ness and truth are but varied manifestations of 
the same common nature. No conflicting prin- 
ciples abide in God — no opposing qualities ema- 
nate from Him. And if it be proper to dis- 
tinguish between his several attributes, it may 
well be said, And now abideth wisdom, power 
and goodness, these three ; but the greatest of 
these issroodness. None deny that God possesses 
every excellency of character in the greatest 
possible perfection ; and all admit that if any 
attribute of the divine nature may properly be 
distinguished above all the rest, that attribute is 
benevolence. Whether we direct our inquiries 
to the works and ways, or to the word of God, 
we every where behold the most striking and 

55 
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convincing manifestations of goodness. Every 
theological writer, of whatever belief, and upon 
whatever subject he may bestow his labors, is 
constrained to acknowledge that the earth is full 
of the goodness of the Lord ; and that wherever 
the wisdom and power of Jehovah are dis- 
played, there are certain proofs of perfect and 
changeless benevolence. 

The great fundamental principles of all reli- 
gious truth are freely recognized by all profess- 
ing Christians ; and our diversities of belief are 
found in the different conclusions which we 
draw from the same general premises. While 
all believe that God is infinitely wise, powerful 
and good, and perhaps also agree with respect 
to the designs and intentions of his will, the 
slightest progress of mind from first principles is 
marked by contrariety of faith. And the fact 
seems strange and almost unaccountable, that in 
starting from the same point and in reasoning 
from the same acknowledged principles, we ar- 
rive at not only different, but directly opposite 
results. One is led to believe in the final de- 
struction of all sin and suffering, while another 
holds that these enemies of God and man will 
be immortalized and continue to exist so long as 
eternity shall endure. Surely, one or the other 
must " greatly err." And it cannot be consider- 
ed a matter of indifference with any thinking 
being whether we know on which side the truth 
is found, or not. The subject relates to the high- 
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est interests of the soul. And the individual 
who reali2;es no concern of mind in regard to 
the ultimate destination of the human race is 
unworthy the name of a man. On this suhject 
every thought and feeling of the mind should 
he actively and earnestly engaged ; and the in- 
quiry should be steadily and faithfully pursued, 
until every cloud is dispersed and ever/ doubt 
removed, and the soul enters fully into rest in 
believing the whole truth of God. And al* 
though we claim no infallibility, we cannot doubt 
that God has placed within our reach the means 
of ascertaining to our perfect satisfaction what 
shall be the final destiny of the human family. 
The whole plan of the divine economy may not 
be- understood— the unsearchable judgments of 
God may not be fathomed by the feeble powers 
of man--^the times and seasons which the 
Father hath put in his own power, may not be 
known to the dwellers on earth — -and we may 
not clearly perceive all the means and instru- 
mentalities by which the world shall be recon- 
ciled unto God and blessed in Christ Jesus, 
But from a good understanding of the nature 
and attributes of the Lord, and with the power* 
ful aids derived from the clear light of revelation, 
we may ascertain the purposes of our Maker, 
and learn the great end for which we were 
spoken into being. 

Is the subject of religion dark and abstruse 
above all others, that men tlunk and believe so 
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differently on this subject? We cannot sanction 
such a notion. And we are well persuaded that 
such wide and essential differences of faith 
would be overcome and removed, if men would 
only reason as logically from cause to effect and 
from proposition to conclusion on religious sub- 
jects, as in matters of less importance. The 
true reason of such unreasonable diversities of 
belief must be sought in the preponderating force 
of religious feeling, and in the almost invincible 
power of prejudice in sacred things; and not in 
the nature of the subject itself. Because religioa 
is so pre-eminently important to man, and feel- 
ing and desire are more strong and active than 
reason and judgment on this subject, the mind 
is here less susceptible of the convictions of truth, 
than in reference to any other matter that 
invites investigation and claims belief. Liabil- 
ity to mistake is a common weakness of our race ; 
and error here seems to take the strongest hold, 
and is the least willing to yield to the persua- 
sions of reason and the evidence of truth. On 
this subject, the best gift of God to man, even 
reason, has been denied its appropriate work, 
the voice of humanity has been silenced, and 
every generous emotion of the soul has been 
stifled by the influence of fear and the arbitrary 
power of prejudice. And men of deep and 
vigorous intellect and the most clear and pene- 
trating minds in most respects, have been so com- 
pletely fettered in erroneous prepossessions on 
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this subject, as to sanction and adopt a process 
of reasoning, that would meet their severest re- 
prehension and even excite their ridicule in any 
matter of philosophical truth. 

It is painful to reflect upon the fact that men 
of high standing and great influence in society, 
avowedly support doctrines which they have 
never examined, and which they could not be- 
lieve if they were fully to investigate their claims 
to belief. They have been drawn into particu- 
lar churches by various influences — some by 
education and early associations, but more per- 
haps through the desire to be considered fashion- 
able; and they seem not to care what is preach- 
ed or what is believed. "A theological system,'' 
says Dr. Jortin, " is too often no more than a 
temple consecrated to implicit faith ; and he who 
enters in there to worship, instead of leaving 
his shoes, after the eastern manner, must leave 
his understanding at the door; and it will be 
well if he find it when he comes out again.'' 
Who that thinks deeply and reasons well, can 
actually believe that a God of infinite wisdom, 
power and benevolence, has ever formed a 
scheme involving infinitely unhappy conse- 
quences, or a benevolent plan that will ultimately 
fail of success? And yet men of capacious pow- 
ers of mind and large benevolence of heart, are 
found in churches where it is preached and be- 
lieved that God, with all his benevolence to 
prompt, his wisdom to plan, and his power to 
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execute, will at last suffer a large portion of his 
offspring to groan in ceaseless and endless woe! 
When we meet >such persons on their way to 
places of worship, we cannot suppress the in- 
quires Have they ever fully examined the 
inconsistent and raercilcwss doctrines ihey hear 
preached, and do they believe what they hear? 
The silent answer within, is, they leave some- 
thmg at the door of the temple before they en- 
ter, and that something they are careful to carry 
with them in every other place. 

The impression widely obtains, not only 
among the meanly educated and illiterate, hut 
also among such as ought to know better and 
are "without excuse,*Mhat the powers of the 
human mind should not be as freely exercised, 
and with the ^ame determination to follow the 
truth wherever it may lead, in matters of a reli- 
gious nature, as on other subjects of inquiry. 
The sacredness and importance of the subject 
are made to inspire a kind of superstitious awe ; 
and the mind fears to investigate. The policy of 
spiritual leaders in other days has been marked 
by studied efforts to trammel the minds of men, 
and thus render them subservient to their own 
selfish schemes and wishes. And we fear that 
the same policy, though perhaps dictated by bet- 
ter feelings and directed to more worthy ends, 
still has its practical advocates and supporters. 
Investigation is crushed by the overpowering 
desire to sustain a favorite dogma and preserve 
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thi^ publib morals from the contaminationis of et^ 
ror. There is entirely too much Constraint in 
canvassing the evidences of religious truths and 
too little willingness to folio aV its directions 
wherever it may lead, and whatever may be the 
consequences. Our minds should be utterly di- 
vested of every such iveak and unmanly feeling ; 
and every other consideration should be com- 
pletely absorbed in this one all-important in*- 
quiry, JVhat is truth? The truth is always 
safe ; and we have nothing to fear from a know- 
ledge of any thing that God has ever revealed. 
Among such as diligently seek to understand 
the truth of God, one great source of error is 
found in the manner in which many commence 
the labor. Instead of iBrst acquainting them- 
selves with the great fundamental principles of 
truth, as set forth in the Scriptures, and freely 
acknowledged by all reasonable beings, and 
tracing them out in the light of reason and of re- 
velation, to their legitimate results, they begin 
in the middle of the subject, and most zealously 
labor to build up the superstructure, without 
stopping to examine the foundation. And some 
Christian ministers seek to operate upon the 
people, as a teacher would upon his scholars, if 
he should attempt to instruct them in the higher 
branches of education, before he has taught them 
the alphabet ! They commence their efforts by 
urging men to the important duty of repentance ; 
but it seems not to occur to their minds that a 
6 
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man must have some knowledge of the Beiug 
against whom he has sinned, before he can un- 
derstandingly exercise repentance toward God. 
Even children are taught that they are sinners 
before God, and in danger of losing their im- 
mortal souls, before they have ever studied the 
simplest rudiments of religion — before they 
know any thing of the nature of the soul or of 
the Being that created it ! And some persons 
commence, they know not where, and advance 
so rapidly as soon to imagine themselves fully ac- 
quainted with the great consummation of God's 
moral government, and the final destiny of the 
human race; when at the same tinae they have 
scarcely bestowed a single thought upon the ac- 
knowledged foundation of all religous truth ! 
Such being the case, and considering the un- 
yielding tenacity with which most men cling to 
their opinions and prejudices, we need no long- 
er marvel that the grossest errors in theology 
are embraced and advocated by those whose 
heads are clear, and whose minds are discerning 
and penetrating on every other subject. 

But to return. There are, as we have already 
stated, certain first principles or fundamental 
truths contained in the Scriptures, that should 
be well defined and clearly understood, and 
made the foundation of the entire superstrao' 
ture of our faith. And haviog laid a correct and 
permanent basis, we may proceed from one 
degree to another until we arrive at true and 
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satisfactory conclusions. First principles should 
govern our investigations on every subject; and 
whatever stands opposed to acknowledged and 
known truths, we may safely decide has no rea- 
sonable claims to our confidence and belief. 
What do the Scriptures teach us concerning the 
Supreme Being? *'God is love.'' In view 
of this simple declaration, which expresses a 
•truth immensely important, we should carefully 
exclude from our credenda every principle that 
stands opposed in its nature or tendency to love. 
God is not divided against himself. His nature 
is pure and simple, as it is holy. And being love, 
he must be free from all absolute hatred. Is the 
Deity a Being of wisdom and knowledge? The 
same source responds, " His understanding is 
infinite^^ — " Known unto God are all his works 
from the beginning of the world.^^ Nothihg 
has ever been concealed from his clear and all- 
searching vision — every event, however remote, 
is present to his view. 

" Eternity, with all its years. 

Stands present in thy view; 
To thee there's nothing old appears. 

Great God, there's nothing new." 

The destiny of every human being was as fully 
known to his mind before the earth was moulded 
into form, as it will be when the trump of the 
archangel shall arouse the sleeping dead, and 
time shall be no more. 

And what is the character of God ? A mere 
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manifestation of his nature, which is love. But 
his word answers, " The Lord is good to all^ 
and his tender mercies are over all his works'^ 
' — he "w kind to the unthankful and eviU^ 
His benevolence and mercy extend not only to 
the faithful and just, but even to the evil and the 
wicked of our race. And if his mercy is over 
all his works, there lives not a soul beyond the 
extent and influence of that boundless mercy. 
So long as man has a being, and in whatever 
world he may exist, he is a work of God, and 
therefore lives within the sphere of divine good- 
ness, tender mercies, and loving kindness. Does 
God devise any plans in reference to the ends of 
his works, and will the purposes of his will un- 
failingly be accomplished ? A direct reply comes 
from the revelation of his truth.— "flle doeth ac- 
cording to his will in the army of heaven^ and 
among the inhabitants of the earOi^^-^he " loorAr- 
eth all things after the counsel of his own wilP^ 
— •* declaring the end from the beginning*^—- 
Kad.^* whatsoever Goddoethy it shall be forever: 
nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken 
from it.^^ 

Here then are plain, but most essential truths, 
that should be well understood in the outset. 
These things should be firmly fixed in the mind 
before any progress is attempted in the work 
of applying them to the various and discordant 
doctrines that prevail in the world. They have 
the most direct and ioiportant bearing upon 
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every item of faiih to which we are required to 
yield the assent of the mind and to embrace 
with the heart. They form, indeed, the only 
true foundation of rational Christian belief. 
Whatever fairly and legitimately results from 
these acknowledged and undoubted premises, 
must be true; while that which contradicts one 
of these principles, cannot be otherwise than 
false. Let the learner then begin where he 
ought, and steadily progress in that light which 
will beam upon his pathway from first principles 
and undeniable truths, ever remembering that 
error alone is inconsistent, while one truth never 
contradicts another ; and carefully avoiding all 
the jargon and subtleties of narrow-minded and 
bigoted schoolmen, and he cannot fail to em- 
brace the great truth of Christian revelation, that 
God " will have all men to be saved and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth.'^ No other 
conclusion can be reasonably drawn from the 
nature, character and purposes of the Living 
God. Benevolence prompts his power — wisdom 
forms the plans of his will^^and omnipotence 
will escecute his designs, and carry into perfect 
completion every intention of his mind. He is 
above ali^ and through all, and in all ; and no 
power in the universe can ever stay his sovereign 
hand, or defeat the accomplishment of all hi9 
pleasure ! 
6* 
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DESIGN IN THE CREATION OF MAN. 

Iif view of the foregoing, let us now endeavor 
to consider the design of God in the creation of 
man. To say that a wise being never acts with- 
out design, is but to repeat a truism, that will 
not be disputed by any man who is capable of 
thought. And as God is a being of infinite wis- 
dom, what was the great purpose of his will, 
when he spake the world into existence by the 
word of his power, and imparted the vital ener- 
gy to man? If "known unto God are all his 
works from the beginning of the world/^ the ul- 
timate destiny of the human race must have been 
embraced in this all-comprehensive knowledge. 
No possible intentions could render the end 
more certain. And if there be any difierence 
between knowledge and design with God, the 
distinction is so nice that we shall not attempt to 
explain it; nor would the decision of this ques- 
tion affect the nature of our subject. The Scrip- 
tures teach us that God both knows and declares 
the end from the beginning. And we are now 
concerned to ascertain for what end the author 
of wisdom gave existence to man. He needed 
no experiment to test his power, to try his skill. 
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or to declare his greatness. He was indepen- 
dently glorious and perfectly happy; and no 
possible advantage could accrue to himself from 
the exercise of his omnific energies. He was 
certainly a being of immense beneficence and 
illimitable goodness; and if any principle form- 
ed the preponderating power in his mind, that 
principle was love. 

Who doubts that such was God, when the 
smiling morn of creation dawned in brightness 
upon the world, and the light of heaven burst in 
glory upon the overspreading darkness of chaotic 
night ? He could have harbored no ill will to- 
ward the unoffending creatures whom he in- 
tended soon to call forth into life from the 
unconscious slumbers of nonentity. No feeling 
opposed to goodness and love found place in 
his pure and holy mind. There was no coun- 
sellor to instruct him-— no power without to 
direct his will. Existing alone in the plenitude 
of perfect glory and bliss, he conceived the plan 
and began the work. And the only reasonable 
conclusion is, that benevolence prompted his 
creative power, while the great purpose of his 
will was the communication of happiness. In 
this conclusion, we rejoice to believe, that near- 
ly the whole Christian world now heartily con- 
cur. TJie notion that the great and good God ever 
created a being with the intention of making it 
endlessly miserable, is so entirely repugnant to 
every natural feeling of the human heart, and 
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withal involves such unprovoked and wanton 
cruelty, that few persons are so blinded by erroF 
and sufficiently hardened against God and their 
fellows, as to admit such a thought into the ar- 
ticles of their faith. We know that this most 
unmerciful and horrible dogma is embodied in a 
manual which many still professedly receive as 
the standard of their faith. But even they wilt 
generally deny this doctrine, or seek to modify 
its meaning by a species of reasoning, which a(^ 
once evinces their own deep and utter abhorrence 
of such blasphemous error ! 

The prevailing notion throughout Christen- 
dom, is that God originally designed that man'a 
existence should be a blessing — titat all men 
should ultimately be raised to immortal life and 
heavenly joys. This belief, which works like 
leaven, and will yet purify the Church of mon- 
strous errors, has even found its way inta 
Churches still denominated Calvinistic. And 
the followers of the Genevan Reformer find 
themselves obliged no longer to proclaim in 
"high places" what their Confession of Faith 
still declares, that God from all eternity elected 
some men to everlasting life, and passed by and 
fore-ordained the remainder to dishonor and 
misery ! A sentiment more destitute of every 
characteristic of loveliness, and more replete 
with cruelty, never emanated from the blindness 
of superstition or the corruption of error ; and 
it is only befitting the fabled abodes of darkness 
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and of demons \ We say nothing of the charac- 
ter of its believers — they are generally as good 
as other people, and perhaps far better than our- 
selves—but we speak of the sentiment itself; 
and pronounce it a libel upon the character of 
God, a disgrace to the very name of religion 
and a foul reproach to humanity itself! We 
are not astonished that the advocates and be- 
hevers of this notion should so rapidly decrease 
in number ; and we think the spirit of prophecy 
is not needed to divine that the period will soon 
come when no man in civilized life will dis- 
honor his Maker by giving utterance to such a 
thought ! 

Proof of the position is no longer demanded, 
that God commenced the work of creation with 
the design of rendering every man sl gainer by 
existence. Nay, the fact is equally accredited 
that he intended the vast family of man for a 
higher and happier — an immortal and heavenly 
existence beyond all the limits of change and 
decay. His designs stretched into the spiritual 
world ; and he constituted man a living soul, 
and impressed him with his own divine likeness, 
with a view to his ultimate and unchangeable 
destiny : " Known unto God are all his works 
from the beginning of the uoorld.^^ His know- 
ledge compassed the end^ as well as the begin- 
ning of marr. The present state of being is but 
the incipient stage of man's existence ; and his 
high destination as the child of God will be at- 
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tained in that world where men atid angels are 
equal, and share together the unspeakable bliss 
of heaven. 

It would be an impeachment of the wisdom 
and benevolence of God to suppose that' his 
actual designs toward man extend no farther 
than the present life, and that our condition in 
the future and permanent state of existence will 
be determined by mere fortuity. Paul, in his 
eloquent address from Mars* hill to the Athenian 
people, after declaring the existence of that God 
in whom is the breath of all mankind, proceeded 
to testify of his designs toward our race, saying, 
"And hath made of one blood all nations of men 
for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath 
determined the times before appointed^ and the 
bounds of their habitation.'^ This determina- 
tion of God, made of old, had respect to the 
places and limits of the habitations of men on 
the earth. And shall we suppose that God 
would make such arrangements with reference 
to the temporal existence of man, and yet have 
no certain determinations beforehand in his own 
mind in regard to the final and permanent life of 
the heirs of immortality ? The Scriptures forbid 
the thought that God has any designs of limited 
extent, or that any thing affecting our ultimate in-» 
terests was ever with him a matter of uncertainty . 

We read in the 46th of Isaiah, " I am God, 
and there is none like me, declaring the end 
from the beginning, and from ancient times the. 
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things that are not yet done, sayings My coun- 
sel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure." 
We do not affirm that this language was uttered 
with particular reference to the final destiny of 
any man. But it plainly asserts the fact that 
the purposes of God extend from the commence^ 
ment of his works to the end which he designs 
to accomplish. And we think the spirit of the 
passage fully justifies the conclusion that the 
same is true in reference to the great end for 
which man was called into existence. The end 
of man is not here attained; and the present life, 
compared to the future, is scarcely more than 
the shadow to the substance. We can think of 
no reason why man should form any exception 
to the works, of which God declares the end 
from the beginning. But in view of the in- 
structions of our Savior, that a man is much bet- 
ter than a sheep, and that God will much more 
certainly feed and clothe his children, than sup- 
ply the fowls of the air with food, we may rea- 
sonably conclude that man stands pre-eminent 
among the works of God, of which the end was 
determined from ancient times by an immutable 
counsel. 

But we need not dwell upon this point. It is 
certain, and the fact is not disputed, that God 
designed the end of man, when his sovereign fiat 
went forth, and the shapeJess void of chaos gave 
place to the smiling face of creation. And the 
fact is equally incontrovertible, and almost to the 



72 UNXVERSALIST BKLIEF. 

same extent certainly believed, that the end de^^ 
signed was compatible with goodness and love, 
and contemplated the immortal glory and endless 
felicity of the human race. 

Keeping these things distinctly in view, let us 
now endeavor to sum up the conclusion of the 
whole matter. The premises, which are uni- 
versally acknowledged, may be coiisidered irre- 
futable. God is a Being of infinite wisdom, 
power and goodness ; and he designed man for 
ultimate happiness. These are the premises; 
and there must be a fault somewhere if we come 
to opposing conclusions. And it will be per-» 
ceived that the grand difference between our op* 
posers and ourselves is found in the different re- 
sults at which we arrive in reasoning from the 
same general principles. 

The importance of the subject will justify a 
slight repetition. God is perfectly wise, pow* 
erful and good. .When he had completed the 
handiwork of creation, and pronounced the 
whole, "very good," he designed all mankind 
for a happy destiny. This truth is clearly 
taught and most happily expressed, in the first 
question and answer of the Westminster Assem- 
bly's Catechism— "Q. What is the chief and 
highest end of man? A. Man's chief and high" 
est end is to glorify God, anp pullt to £njo7 
HIM FOREVER." Such is the endiox which man 
was designed by his Maker. And the grand 
question to be settled, is, will God's original in- 
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tentions be accomplished ? or will his designs 
be defeated, and his purposes annulled? We 
maintain that Ood's counsel will stand, and that 
he will do all his pleasure; while others contend 
that some men will never reach the end for 
which God designed them ! 

Our view of the subject appears consistent 
with itself, and with the acknowledged princi- 
ples from which it is drawn-^its opposite is at 
utter variance with the premises agreed upon, 
and forms a strange anomaly in reasoning from 
propositions to conclusions. If the infinitely 
wise, powerful and benevolent Jehovah at last 
fails in the execution of his holy designs, to 
what conceivable cause shall that deplorable 
failure be attributed ? Neither disposition nor 
ability is lacking on his part. Why, then, we 
ask, will his kind and gracious intentions never 
be fulfilled ? Are we told that man is a fret- 
agent 7 But such an answer, though it has si- 
lenced many, gives no satisfaction to the think- 
ing mind, that will not stop short of the truth. 
Suppose man to be perfectly free— far more free 
than the winds of heaven, must the purposes 
and designs of the all-wise and omnipotent God, 
on that aecaunty be of doubtful fulfilment, and 
liable to ultimate failure? Has man obtained 
any new and wonderful powers, of which God 
knew nothing when he formed the plan of cre- 
ation, and designed our race to glorify their 
Maker " and fully to en jot/ him forever ?" 
7 
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We cannot possibly perceive that the alleged 
fact of man's free-agency has any necessary 
connexion with our subject. Whatever agency 
man may possess, none will doubt that it has 
been derived from God, and was conferred for 
wise and benevolent purposes, compatible with 
the glorious 'and happy end for which maa was 
designed. But to suppose that onr Maker has 
given his creatures a power, by which his own 
plans will be thwarted, and his best designs 
forever defeated, is certainly to charge him with 
great folly and improvidence ! And yet many 
persons seem to suppose that a mere assertion, 
touching the freedom of the human will, is 
abmidantly sufficient to silence all inquiry and 
settle every dispute ! 

But must we believe that the fulfilment of 
God's designs depends upon the voluntary but 
uncertain choice of men? Shall our Maker be 
robbed of his glory% and his feeble creatures 
clothed with the attributes of divinity ? And 
shall we abandon all the premises upon which 
we have agreed, and look to frail worms of the 
dust for the termination of works, commenced 
by the Sovereign Lord ? We cannot sanction 
such reasoning. And we seriously doubt 
whether it really satisfies any candid, unpreju- 
diced and reasoning mind ! 

Are we asked, if God really designed all men 
for happiness, why are not all happy now.> 
We answer, men have not here attained to 
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their final end — they are still subjects of divine 
discipline — and though they are sinful and 
offering, and now come short of the glory of 
God, the promise has been given and the pur- 
pose declared, " that in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times he might gather together in one 
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth, even in him/' Tem- 
porary sin and suffering cannot defeat the divine 
intentions in regard to the end of man. But 
when it is declared that man's final condition 
will be dishonorable and miserable, it is sup- 
posed that God will fail in his undertaking, 
and eternally behold the monuments of his 
defeat ! 

" Known unto God are all his works from 
the beginning of the world»^^ What he knows 
cannot be uncertain — what he has purposed can 
never change. And Paul speaks of the immu- 
lability of his counsel, confirmed by the oath 
of Him who cannot lie. The only reasonable 
conclusion, then, is, that whatever maybe the 
sins and sufferings of man, the pleasure of the 
Lord will at last be accomplished, and the vast 
fraternity of man exalted to that divine and 
heavenly life for which our Maker at firs^t 
designed us. This glorious consummation is 
declared in the record of divine truth: for we 
are there certified that every knee shall bow, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
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Lord to the glory of God the Father. And we 
are also assured that when the last enemy of 
man shall be destroyed, and all men are made 
alive in Christ, this same God and Father shall 

be ALL IN ALL. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

PATERNITY OP GOU. 

We have already considered the design of 
God in the creation of man. Reasoning from 
the acknowledged nature and attributes of the 
Supreme Being, the conclusion seemed una- 
voidably to follow that he orjgnally intended 
all men for ultimate happiness, and also that his 
benevolent purposes cannot possibly fail in the 
end. These conclusions are the legitimate de- 
ductions of sober reason and plain comfnon 
sense ; and no man who admits the correctness 
of the premises, can possibly avoid them ex- 
cept by a strange and unauthorized course of 
reasoning, that would be utterly condemned by 
all in regard to any other subject. We consider 
the argument referred to unanswerable, except 
on the supposition that there is chance in the 
economy of God. If nothing is certain in the 
divine mind — nothing really known unto God 
from the beginning of the world — and if man's 
immortal destiny depends upon his own volun- 
tary but very uncertain choice — then it must be 
admitted that no reasonable argument in proof 
of either universal or partial salvation can be 
drawn from the nature and attributes of God, 
7* 77 
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or from his kind intentions when he first in- 
spired man with the breath of Hfe ! If all is 
uncertainty^ the clearest reasoner is as hkely to 
be wrong as right; and according to this notion, 
even the Scriptures must be considered a very 
imperfect rule of faith. Invejstigation is no 
longer necessary ; and we need only wait 
patiently to ascertain the final issue of the 
strange and unaccountable workings of chance! 
But we have clearly proved that the Scrip- 
tures entirely disallow of any thing like uncer- 
tainty or chance in the mind of God ; and cer- 
tify us that all his works are known unto him 
from the beginning of the world — that he de- 
clares the end from the beginning— and that 
whife his counsel shall stand, he will do all his 
pleasure. And our argument which defies re- 
futation,- derives all its stability and force from 
these manifest truths of the diyine word. In 
acknowledgment of the premises, no man can 
avoid the conclusion that we have drawn, ex- 
cept by a gross departure from Scripture truth, 
and from every principle of sound reason. We 
can never be driven from our position by the 
senseless cry of " Fatalism." We believe that 
God, and not "Fate," is the Governor of all 
worlds and the sovereign disposer of every 
event. We believe that no freedom or power 
in man can thwart any of bis purposes or defeat 
any of his undertakings. And we believe that 
all his promises will be fulfilled — all his designs 
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executed — and all his benevolent intention* 
accomplished in the eventual glory and happi-. 
ness of ail mankind. And if all this constitutes 
"Fatahsm,'' we would rather be *< Fatalists'* 
than believers in chance ! 

We shall now consider the parental character 
of the Divine Being, and produce the argument 
derived from this relation of God to man in 
proof of universal salvation. We have an in- 
teresting subject. And we hope to treat it in 
such a manner as to appeal at once both to 
reason and affection; (hat while the judgment 
is convinced, the heart may be improved. 

We find a most clear and beautiful synopsis 
of Christian faith in the 4fh chapter of Ephe- 
sians. The whole substance of the matter ia 
here brought distinctly into view within a very 
small compass. And all that we are required 
to believe is comprised in the several fnnda^ 
mental principles of doctrine here enumerated. 
"There is" (says the apostle) '»one body, and 
one spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of 
your calling: one Lord, one faith, one baptism 
one God and Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in yoii all." This " one 
body" is the human race. Jesus Christ is de^ 
dared lo *'be the head of every man." All 
men, therefore, are constituent members of a 
common body. This "one spirit" is the Holy 
Ghost, or the spirit of divine truth, that sanctifies 
and regenerates the heart of man. This " one 
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hope" is of immortality, and is sure and stead- 
fast as an anchor of the soul upon the sea of 
mortal life. This " one Lord" is Jesus Christ 
"the Son of the Living God" and " the Savior 
of the world." " He is Lord of all," both the 
living and the dead. And of all that the Father 
hath given him he will lose nothing, but raise 
it up again at the last day. This <^ one faith" 
is the faith of Abraham, which embraces all 
^ the nations, families and kindreds of the earth, 
and contemplates the final blessedness of all 
mankind in the heavenly nature of the second 
man, even the quickening spirit of immortal 
life. This "one baptism" is that which was 
merely prefigured by the immersions in water 
of the Baptist, and it is the baptism of the soul 
into the spirit of divine truth, grace and love. 
And this " one God" is the Father of all spirits; 
and he " is above all and through all, and in 
you all." In him is the breath of all mankind,, 
and unto him belong the issues from death. 
All now live in him ; and when the Messiah's 
mediatorial kingdom shall be delivered up to 
the Father, this one God shall be "a// in alL^^ 
Such is briefly the substance of Christian 
faith— --of the faith that we cherish, and in which 
we rejoice with inexpressible joy. It embraces 
all that benevolence can require, and fully satis- 
fies every pure and good desire of the human 
soul. Nothing short of this faith can give per- 
fect rest and peace to the heart. And while we 
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richly enjoy \i» blessings, we would zealously 
labor to bring the votaries of error and the vic- 
tims of tormenting fear under its benign and 
happy influence. We know that Christian peo- 
ple cannot be satisfied- with the unmerciful 
dogma of endless wo. They cannot rejoice 
with a fulness of joy in the awful prospect of 
infinite and ceaseless agonies for kindred and 
friends, or even for any soul of man. Many of 
them are seeking and feeling after a better — a 
gospel faith. And we desire to assist them in 
their efibrts, and to do them good. It is a pity 
that any man who has ever experienced the 
influence of a Savior^s love, should feel obliged 
to believe in violation of every benevolent af- 
fliction of his nature that God will doom some 
of his offspring to the suffering of endless and 
unmerciful torments ! And we pray God to 
assist us in our endeavors to deliver our Chris- 
tian brethren from the power of a wretched 
heathen dogma, and enable them to rejoice in 
that glorious gospel of the blessed God, which 
is good tidings of great joy that shall be to all 
people ! 

We are informed in the Scripture record of 
the creation of the world, that man was created 
in the image of God. We are not taught that 
any other creature of the earth received the im- 
press of the divine likeness. All came into 
being through the same omnific energies, and 
were equally adapted to an earthly existence. 
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as atilmals, all , may be considered the mere 
creatures of earth, and of a day. But in ascend- 
ing the scale of being from the meanest form of 
animal existence up to ^he highest order of 
creatures that live upon the earth, we find that 
immortal mind holds connexion with flesh and 
blood, and that there are ties of kindred that 
bind man to angels and to God ! The divine 
image is not found in the form and fashion of 
the earthly man, nor in any thing that gives us 
alliance to the brutes that perish. If we were 
but earthly beings we should be no more than 
beasts of a high order. It was in reference 
merely to our animal nature that Solomon said, 
a man hath no pre-eminence above a beast.'' 
But we are creatures not only of intellect, but 
alsa of moral aifections and religious sentiments. 
And the likeness of the invisible God is im- 
pressed upon the inner man ; and is ^^ the spirit 
of the Divinity that stirs within us." " There is 
a spirit in man ; and the inspiration of the Al- 
mighty giveth them understanding.'^ 

The Psalmist in speaking of the exalted dig- 
nity of our race among the works of creation, 
declares that God has nriade man a little lower 
than the angels^ and crawned. him with glory 
and honor. Ps. viii. 5. And our Lord and 
Savior has certified us that in the resurrection 
state we shall be equal unto the angels. Luke 
XX. 35. In view of these declarations of divine 
truth, we feel authorized to affirm that there is 
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in man a combination of earthly and of angelic 
existence. We are now lower than the angels, 
because we live in an incipient state of being, 
and are subject to the influences of the flesh, to 
temptations, sufierings and death. Even our 
Savior, in his humiliation, and during the time 
when he lived and died in the world, '*was 
made a httle lower than the angels.^' Heb. ii. 
9. He has ascended above all things, and the 
angels of God worship him. We shall in like 
manner ascend ; but not to the same height 
with the exalted Prince of life and the Savior of 
the world. We shall become *« equal unto the 
angels" — he is greater than all, " and little less 
than God/' 

We view man as the connecting link between 
irrational existence and angelic nature— be- 
tween earth and heaven. And though he is 
subject to feelings and passions that belong to 
brutes, there are principles in his nature that 
give him kindred to the angels and affinity to 
God. His religious faculties distinguish him 
above all other earthly creatures ; and his pow- 
ers of progression bear suflScient testimony to 
the fact that his nature is not only higher, but 
difierent from that which is possessed by any 
other inhabitant of the world. He possesses 
peculiar feelings and powers, of which there is 
not the slightest manifestation in any other 
creature of earth* No possible limits can be 
assigned to his capabilities of improvement; 
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while progression is a thing entirely unknown 
among all other creatures with which we are 
acquainted. He naturally seeks after the Being 
ihat made him ; and "as the hart panteth after 
the water hrooks, so panteth his soul after the 
Living God.*' And his intellectual* moral, and 
religious faculties abundantly attest his filial 
relation to "the God of the spirits of all flesh/' 
As man was created in the image of his 
Maker, we find that the Scriptures speak of 
God as the Father of our race. The mere act 
of communicating a revelation to the world, 
was a plain recognition on the part of the Deity 
of this relation. He addresses men as his 
children ; and requires of all that obedience 
and love which the filial obligations impose. 
To brutes he reveals nothing; and the mere 
instincts of their nature are the rules of their 
lives. They are incapable of any spiritual com- 
munion with God ; and could be profitted by 
no new manifestation of the Power that gave 
them existence. But man has been visited 
with messages of truth and love from Heaven, 
and addressed as one bearing high and holy 
kindred* to his Maker. That superiority by 
which man is thus distinguished^ is the likeness 
or image of God. It is found in our affections, 
our powers, and our capacities. This image of 
the Divinity is the chief glory of our nature, 
and the only thing that constitutes us the chil- 
dren of God. It is ah emanation from heaven, 
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'though dwelling in the flesh. And when it 
shall be delivered from the bondage of eorrup- 
tion, and clothed with an immortal body, it will 
rise to an equality with the angels, and be in 
the highest and most perfect sense, the child of 
God. 

The paternity of God was not clearly re- 
vealed and fully realized by man under the 
dispensation of the Old Testament He was 
viewed rather as a Sovereign Ruler and Judge, 
than as a Father ; and to a great extent rather 
feared than loved. He was clothed with ma- 
jesty and terror, and his name was an awful 
sound. His worshippers approached him with 
feelings of dread, and not with the confidence 
and trust of children. For many ages so much 
as the name of Father seems not to have been 
applied by man to his Maker. Moses, we 
believe, first used this appellation in reference 
to the Deity, in his farewell address to the 
people of Israel. But the name appears to 
have been mentioned in that case with but little 
understanding of its holy and endearing charms. 
It occurs occasionally afterwards throughout 
the ancient Scriptures ; and perhaps some of the 
Seers and Prophets enjoyed a tolerable un- 
derstanding of the paternity of God to the 
human family. But we think the mass of the 
Jewish people knew but very little of this re- 
lation of God, and had no thought of worship- 
ping him as a Father. '^ For the law wm given 
8 
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by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ." 

When, therefore, we come to the better and 
more perfect revelation of the Gospel, we find 
that the object of our devotions is represented in 
the parental character. Jesus teaches us to 
worship the Father, and to pray to our Father 
who is in heaven. This relation of God to man 
is constantly and prominently set forth through- 
out the whole of the new covenant of promise ; 
and every other relation meets in and harmo- 
nizes with the character of a Father. One of 
the excellencies of the Gospel above the older 
Scriptures, is found in its clearer revelations and 
plainer instructions mth respect to the relation 
that subsists between God and the human race. 
The veil that formerly obscured the Deity from 
the vision of man, has been rent in twain and 
taken away; and he now appears in the full 
light of the Gospel as the father. 

But an inquiry of vast importance is here sug- 
gested to the mind. How far does the paternal 
relation of God extend? How many of our race 
are his children ? We desire to answer these 
questions in the ispirit of candor, and according 
to the testimony of the Scriptures. And we 
need not say that a vitally important point of 
doctrine is involved in the answer. We are to 
inquire whether the relation of which we speak 
is really natural, or merely adventitious — 
whether it is similar to that which exists between 
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parent and child on earth, or something that 
grows out of certain conditions of the mind of 
man, and is uncertain in its continuance. 

A few passages of the New Testament may 
properly be introduced in this place. We are 
informed in the 23d chapter of Matthew, that 
our Savior addressed a multitude of people, 
among whom>were his own disciples, and the 
Scribes and Pharisees, saying, ^^ But be not ye 
called Rabbi: for one is your Master, even 
Christ ; and all ye are brethren. And call no 
man your father upon the eB,xth:for one is your 
Father y which is in heaven.^' In this place 
Jesus certainly declared that his friends and en- 
emies were brethren, and therefore members of 
the same family ; and that the same God was 
the Father of them all. And if the Scribes and 
Pharisees, who were influenced by an evil spirit, 
and were estranged from truth and righteous, 
ness, were really the children of God, this re- 
lation could not have been the mere effect of cir- 
cumstances. They had performed no work 
sufficient to secure the paternity of the Lord — 
there was no conformity of life in them to the 
requisitions of the Gospel, that could ever have 
merited or produced this relation. And yet so 
far as the actual relation was concerned, no dis- 
tinction was made between them and the obedi- 
ent disciples of the Master. They sustained 
different characters, it is true ; and in a certain 
sense, that all can understand, and which we 
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shall hereafter explain, the enemies of Christ 
were not the children of God. But if the whole 
multitude addressed were not in reahty the 
members of one family and the children of a 
common Father, our Lord employed language 
that did not express his meaning, and which we 
are unable to understand. 

Again, we learn from the 17th chap, of Acts, 
that when Paul preached the Gospel in Athens, 
he found the men of that city exceedingly igno- 
rant and superstitious ; so much so indeed, that 
they reared an altar and rendered devotions to a 
God, of whom they professed to have no know- 
ledge. The apostle declared to them the true 
and living God ; and also sanctioned the sublime 
sentiment of one of their own poets, that man, 
irrespective of circumstances or character, is the 
child of God. Paul said, *' For in him [God] 
we live, and move, and have our being; ascer- 
tain also of your own poets have said, For we 
also are his offspring.^' The sentiment of the 
poet was thus confirmed, and sealed with the 
truth of inspiration. The Athenians had not 
become the children of God by the exercise of 
repentance, the performance of good works, and 
the adoption of the spirit of truth. They did 
not even know God; but still they were his 
offspring. And surely if the Athenians in that 
state of mental blindness and ignorance in which 
Paul found them, were the children of God, onr 
filial relation to the Father of spirits naturally 
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exists, and is not the mere effect of adventitious 
circumstances. What was it that constituted 
them the offspring of the Deity? The posses- 
sion of that divine image which God impressed 
upon our race, and thus declared us a branch of 
that " whole family in heaven and earth,'^ of 
which he is the Parent! And as they were 
God's children, it may in truth be said in refer- 
ence to all men, "for one is your Father, which 
is in heaven." 

Again, in the 8th chapter of Romans, Paul 
says, f* The spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirits that we are the children of God." The 
fact here stated is worthy of particular attention. 
The spirit is declared to be a vdtnessy and the 
testimony which it bore was that the Christians 
were the children of God. Truth must exist 
before the witness testifies ; and the office of a 
witness is not to create truth, but to make 
known that which is true. If Paul and his 
Christian brethren had not been the actual chil 
dren of God before the witness testified, the wit- 
ness would have borne false testimony. But 
they were the offspring of the Deity, and the 
testimony of the spirit of truth fully acquainted 
them with this fact, and enabled them to enjoy 
the relation of children. If a man have not this 
spirit within him, he is a stranger from God ; 
and although he is in fact a child of the Father 
of the spirits of all flesh, he cannot enjoy the 
blessings of sonship. The witness, therefore, 
8* 
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makes no change in the truth itself; but simply 
acquaints man with that which is true. All the 
change takes place in man himself; and iti 
coming to the knowledge of the truth, he re- 
joices to find in God a benevolent Parent. The 
spirit bears the same testimony to all who re- 
ceive it; and in every case it is equally true; 
for Gk)d is the Father of all. 

Once more, Paul is equally explicit in decla- 
ring the universal extent of the divine paternity, 
in Ephesians iV. 6, where he testifies that there 
is "one Ood and Father of alV^ We find no- 
thing in the connexion of this passage to limit 
its signification to any portion of the human 
race ; but the nature of the subject plainly re- 
quires that it should be understood in the fullest 
sense. As certainly as ^' there is one Lord, 
onp faith, one baptism, ''there is ^^one Ood and 
Father of allJ^ This declaration is so plain 
and so manifestly expresses the universal pater- 
nity of the Supreme Being, that we can offer no 
comment, and none is needed to elucidate its 
meaning. 

We are aware of the common opinion that the 
divine image has been lost in man by reason of 
sin. But upon what plausible grounds this 
opinion is founded we have never been informed. 
The Scriptures declare that man was created itt 
the image of his Maker ; but we have never 
been able to find the passage which declares that 
this image has ever been lost. James declared 
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in his day that men were ^^made after the simi- 
litude of God/' James iii. 9. If men had not 
ceased to he created in the image of God at that 
time, we should hke to be informed when so 
great a misfortune befell our race. 

But this talk about man having lost the divine 
image is unworthy of notice. As well might 
we s^y that man has ceased to be a man. If 
any one of our race is not a child of God, that 
individual is perfectly free from all filial obhga- 
tions to his Maker, and owes no more obedience 
than a beast. He is lost from our race, and 
holds no fraternal connexion with the human 
family. But the absurdity of such a notion is 
too gjaring to require formal confutation. And 
it would seem that no man who is at all conver- 
sant with the Scriptures, and who ever takes the 
pains to think, could harbor a supposition so 
meanly preposterous. 

We may, however, be reminded of the fact 
that the Scriptures speak of some men as being 
children of the Devil. The fact is not denied ; . 
but we fear that it has been strangely misunder- 
stood. Are we to suppose that an evil being 
has created, and preserves in existence, and sup- 
plies the wants of a part of the human race ? 
Were the Jews who were called serpents and a 
generation of vipers, the actual children of a 
reptile ? And was Judas who was called the 
son of perdition, really begotten of destruction ? 
In all these things the relation is not real, but 
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figurative. A child of the Devil is an evil and 
wicked person. The character exhibited is 
taken for the man himself. A generation of vi- 
pers means men full of cursing and bitterness — 
with the poison of asps under their tongues, and 
their hearts filled with murder. And a son of 
perdition means one doomed to destruction. An 
actual child of God may in spirit and character 
be a child of hell. But whatever men may be 
in feeling and conduct*— in the principles that 
govern their lives — and in the objects of pursuit 
that engage their attention, no fact is more posi- 
tively affirmed in the Scriptures, than tl^at there 
is " one God and Father of all.'' 

When we reflect upon the nature of that rela- 
tion which binds together earthly parents and 
their children, we are at once convinced that the 
relation which subsists between the immortal 
Father of spirits and the human race, is not the 
result of accident, or of any thing performed by 
man. Your children are bound to you by the 
ties of kindred before they know you, and what- 
ever may be theic character. There is a natural 
relationship subsisting between father and child, 
which cannot be created by obedience, nor de- 
stroyed by disobedience. If we are in reaUty 
the offspring of God, we are so before we know 
him ; and whatever may be our sinful wander- 
ings and unworthiness of character, we still bear 
the same relation. In feeling, and spirit, and cha- 
racter we may be the servants of sin and the 



PATERNITY OF GOD. 93 

children of Satan. But the ties of spiritnal kin- 
dred that subsist between the Father of spirits 
and ourselves can never be dissolved ; and if 
they were, it is certain that all our filial ohliga- 
. tions w^ould at once be destroyed. The relation 
of parent and child is not the result of adventi- 
tious circumstances: It exists independently of 
any peculiar character in either party; and 
though they be estranged and know not each 
other^ the parental and the filial relation still ex- 
ist. And, indeed, we find that the Lord called 
to the Israelites, in their greatest sinfulness, say- 
ing, " Turn, backsliding children,^^ 

Can we view the Deity as the " God and Fa- 
ther of all" mankind, and still suppose that there 
is a portion of our race to whom he bears no pa- 
rental affectioirand love ? Will he ever, under 
any conceivable circumstances, withdraw his fa- 
therly goodness, and become hardened against 
any that were created in his image and bear his 
divine likeness? The good father provides for 
the wants of his children, and seeks to bless 
them ; and though he may be strictly just in his 
discipline toward them, he still bestows upon 
them unnumbered favors that have never been 
merited. He is kind to his offspring before they 
know him; and his love follows them through 
every scene of life even unto death. The way- 
ward and disobedient are objects of his tender 
compassion ; and he never ceases his efforts to 
reclaim them from the ways of folly and trans* 
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gressioDy and to restore them to wisdom and 
peace. And the man who should become the 
foe of any of his children, and subject them to 
fierce curses without intending ever to do them 
any good, would forfeit the name and character 
of a parent, and stand before the world a monster 
in cruelty, and an object of universal execration 
and disgust ! No matter what might be the in- 
gratitude and vileness of his offspring ; if he were 
to treat them with revenge or maliciousness, or 
abandon them to the worst imaginable fate, be 
would be not only unworthy the name of a pa- 
rent, but a disgrace to humanity, and little lesi 
than a fiend incarnate ! To impute such con- 
duct to any man that breathes, would be the 
greatest indignity, and the worst injury that 
could bednfiicted upon his character. 

Shall we suppose that God's parental love to 
the children of men, is less constant than that 
which an earthly parent cherishes for his off- 
spring? Is it a thing to be lost or gained at 
pleasure by the fitful choice ^nd uncertain 
efforts of man ? Can God be the Father of men 
to-day and their foe to-morrow ? Or, continuing 
the Father of all during all times and through- 
out eternity, will he contend forever and be al- 
ways wroth against any of his offspring ; and 
preserve them in existence merely that they 
may endure ceaseless and merciless torments .> 
This is surely a seripus charge to bring against 
that Being who is declared to be Love — who is 
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good unto all-^wbo is the God and Father of 
all — and who is without variableness or even 
the shadow of turning. Such an accusation 
should not be made on slight grounds; nor 
without the most weighty and irresistible rea- 
sons. If such be the character of God, alas ! 
that the morn of creation ever dawned, or man 
ever derived the breath of life from the great 
Fountain of being ! 

But let us briefly notice the comparisons of 
the Scriptures between an earthly parent and the 
Father of spirits. We may thus ascertain which 
bears the stronger relation, and whose love is 
the more enduring. Our Savior s^id, Matt, vii, 
" what man is there of you, whom if his son 
ask bread, will ye give him a stone ? Or if he 
ask a fish, will he give him a serpent ?" Jesus 
waited for no answer to these questions ; for he 
knew full well that but one could be given by 
any man possessing a single feeling of humani- 
ty ; but he proceeded at once to draw the compa- 
rison; — "If ye then, being evil, know how to 
give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your Father which is in heaven give 
good things to then! that ask him ?'' The com- 
parison here introduced is not between asking 
and not asking ; but between an earthly parent 
and the Father of all spirits. If the former, with 
the litttle and inconstant love that man possesses, 
will supply the wants and regard the happiness 
0f his needy and dependent offspring ; certainly 
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Che latter, who is the fountaiQ of all beaevolenee, 
and whose love never changes, and who is the 
** God and Father of all,'' will ever continue the 
friend of the whole humaa race, and at last 
crown all with a paurent's blessings. The differ- 
ence presented in the comparison, is all in favor 
of the superior, endless and changeless love of 
the Lord. And in view of this testimony of the 
great Teacher, who can believe that God will 
adopt principles in his government of the world, 
that would be odious and unmerciful in man ; 
and inflict tortures, or suffer his children to en- 
dure agonies, that will never cease, and never 
'be designed to result in blessings ? Lord, forgive 
the ignorance of the man who can thus believe, 
and grant him repentance unto life. 

The comparison is still stronger in the 49th 
of Isaiah where we read, <^ But Zion said. The 
Lord hath forsaken me, and my God hath for- 
gotten me. Can a woman forget her sucl(ing 
child, that she should not have compassion on 
the son of her womb ? yea, they may forget, 
yet will I not forget thee.^^ Here the bare pos- 
sibility is admitted that the mother may cease to 
regard with fond affection her tender and help- 
less child. Such cases have occurred ; but to 
the honor of womait be it said, they have been 
rare indeed. But strong and deathless as the 
love of woman's heart is for her cherished in- 
fant, it is but as a drop to the ocean, compared 
Co the immeasurable and immutable love which 
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tMe " God and Father of all" bears to his chil- 
dren ! God never forgets — never becomes har- 
dened against his oflfepring — and he will there- 
fore never abandon any soul of man to remedi- 
less woe, and much less become himself the re- 
lentless and merciless tormentor ! 

If we consider the comparisons of Scripture 
in regard to parental discipline, we shall find that 
the same conclusion follows, and that it is equal- 
ly honorable to the divine character. Moses 
was instructed to say unto the children of Israel, 
*' Thou shalt also consider in thy heart, that as 
a man chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God 
chasteneth thee."' Deut. viii. 5. How does a 
man chasten his child ?. and for what purpose is 
the rod applied ? Does he make suffering the 
object^ and aim to inflict an ultimate injury upon 
his offspring? The man who should be guilty 
of such conduct, would forfeit all claim to the 
name of a parent; and every human being with 
the slightest sensibility, would be shocked at 
such vil^ and worse than barbarous conduct ! 
And ought not men tostop and pause,before they 
presume to charge any such procedure upon the 
God and Father of all spirits? If he chastens 
as a father and loves more than a mother, he 
will never inflict an unnecessary stripe, nor 
grieve his helpless creatures merely to cause 
them pain. 

The comparison stated by Paul is far strong- 
er. He says, << Furthermore, we have had fathers 
9 
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of OUT flesh which corrected us, and we gave 
them reverence: shall we not much rather be hi 
subjection unto the Father of spirits^ and live ? 
For they verily for a few days chastened us after 
their own pleasure : but he for our profit, that 
we might be partakers of his holiness. Now no 
chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous 
but grievous : nevertheless afterward it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them 
which are exercised thereby/' Heb. xii.. 
9-1 1. From this passage we learn that al> 
though earthly parents are subject to passion,, 
and sometimes chastise under wrong influences,. 
God is always actuated by the same pure and 
benevolent feelings, and always has in view the 
same righteous and peaceful end. He may- 
cause the foolish votary of vice to suffer griev- 
ously for a season ; but that suffering will be 
beneficial to the creature, and worthy of the 
God of Love ! There is an afterward to the 
sufferings of those who are chastened of the 
Lord. And when, all punishment shall have 
done its work, the fruits of righteousness and 
peace shall fill all hearts, the Lord shall rejoice 
in his works, and all who have borne the image 
of the earthy man shall.also bear the image of 
the heavenly, and << be equal unto the angels.^' 
Here then is our conclusion. God is the Fa- 
ther of all men — ^his parental love never fails 
nor changes — he will consider the wants and 
provide for the happiness of his offspring — ^bis 
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chastenings are designed for benevolent ends, 
and will ultimately result in happiness to the 
sufferer — he will be glorified in all his works — 
and through whatever scenes of trial and disci- 
pline man may pass, the time will come when 
every tongue shall swear, " In the Lord have I 
righteousness and strength.'^ Amen. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE WILL OF GOD. 

In view pf the arguments already presented in 
favor of Universalism, we feel justified in assu- 
ming certain important positions without any 
additional proof. We have shown that God 
originally designed all mankind for ultimate 
glory and happiness. We have proved that he 
is the "Father of all;'* and that the filial rela- 
tion which binds man to him is not the result of 
any thing adventitious, nor liable ever to be de- 
stroyed. And we may now view God as the 
universal and immutable Parent, eternally well 
disposed toward all his ofi*spring. 

These facts are established by the united tes- 
timony of reason aiid Scripture ; and as truth 
is always consistent with itself, we have a right 
to assume that the' divine word teaches nothing 
of a contrary nature. If God is the unchange- 
able Father of all spirits, his disposition toward 
man cannot be otherwise than benevolent. And 
being at first " good unto all," his goodness can 
never experience mutation, neither become cir- 
cumscribed in its influence. God is far exalted 
above tlie possibility of change; and passion 
finds no place in his infinitely pure and holy mind. 
100 
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Uninfluenced by any thing from without, bis dis- 
position and all his acts, spring from the im- 
pulses of his own nature. With a perfect know- 
ledge of all his wofks from the beginning of the 
world, and with a certain understanding of all 
possible events, iio we ver remote, no intention 
of his will can be liable to defeat — no purpose 
of his mind can ever be frustrated. And if we can 
clearly ascertain " the determinate counsel" of 
God with respect to any particular end of his 
economy, the fact itself will afford the strong- 
est reason for believing in the certain accom- 
plishment of that end. We may not understand 
all the means necessary for the completion of 
the work, nor be able to answer every objection 
and reconcile all seeming difficulties; but we are 
still confident in the belief that God can never 
be disappointed in any undertaking. 

In considering any subject of Bible truths it is 
highly important that we keep constantly in 
view the infinitely benevolent and immutable 
nature of the Supreme Being. There is a prone- 
ness in man to ascribe his own weakness and 
passions to the object of his devotions, and to 
view his God as a being in too many respects 
like unto himself. The Psalmist speaks of per- 
sons in his day who thought that God was alto- 
gether such as themselves. Perhaps few in 
these days extend the comparison so far ; but 
we fear timt many are equally blinded in regard 
to the t rue character of the Divinity. AH quali- 
9* 
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ties in man that are good should be attributed to 
God, and considered in him as infinite and 
changeless. Thus the Scriptures' speak of the 
Lord as possessing parental affection, inconceiv- 
ably greater and more enduring than that of any 
earthly father or mother. But we should be 
careful that we do not ascnbe to the Living God 
any weakness, passion or change, that belongs 
only to imperfect beings. And, above all, we 
should guard against the supposition that there- 
is any thing like uncertainty in the Divine Mind. 
All is perfection with God. With him all time 
is present — all things are known — and the end 
is as clearly seen and as fully understood as the 
begintiing. 

Owing to the slate of the Christian world, we 
have hitherto been obliged to perform a double 
labor. We have first labored to disprove the 
doctrines of others, and afterwards to establish 
the truth of our owri. No good reason can be 
given why we should always continue this 
course of labors. We are justified in throw- 
ing the burden of proof, at least in some mea- 
sure, upon the opposers of God's universal and 
efficient grace, instead of disproving all their as- 
sumptions. The essential truths of religion, 
concerning which all Christians are perfectly 
agreed,areallin favor of the doctrine of universal 
salvation. And when a man asserts that God will 
fail in any undertaking, Or that some men will 
finally be doomed to an end for which he never 
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designed them, we liave a right to demand proof 
of the awful disappointment. It is not for us to 
show that God never will be thus defeated in his 
intentions; but it is the business of our opposers 
to take hold of the affirmative of the question, 
and prove that God will at last be baffled in his 
purposes. Let fair and honorable rules of argu- 
mentation govern the disputants on both sides of 
the question, and we cannot doubt that the con- 
clusion in all minds will be, that God wills the 
salvation of all men, and cannot fail at last to 
effect this desirable object. 

We now propose to consider the willofGodj 
in reference to the salvation of man. The main 
proposition that we shall endeavor to establish 
and illustrate, is, that God wills the salvation of 
all men. 

In prosecuting this undertaking, it seems ne- 
cessary that we should first clearly define what 
we mean by that salvation, of which we hold 
that all men will finally partake. The Gospel 
speaks of a salvation which is peculiar to be- 
lievers, and which is, in fact, the fruit of Chris- 
tian faith. It would be folly to pretend that all 
men enjoy this salvation. Faith belongs to the 
present world, where the believer in Christ 
walks by faith, and not by sight ; and that sal- 
vation which comes through belief of the truth 
can be experienced by no man who does not be- 
lieve the record which God hath given of bis 
Son. Persons dying in infancy can know no 



104 tJNIVSRSALIST BELIEF. 

thing of salvation hy faiths because they never 
exercised faith ; and yet we believe that they 
will be subjects of " the common" or universal 
salvation. Salvation by faith is the special 
itnd present salvation^ enjoyed by none put 
true believers, and only in this world where 
faith is exercised. But we hold that the gene- 
ral and final salvation will not be offaith^ but 
will be enjoyed in full sight and perfect know- 
ledge. Believing that there will be no faith 
in the spiritual world, we deny that there will 
be any salvation by faith in that abode of celes- 
tial light and glory. Faith will there be lost in 
sight, and hope absorbed in the fruition of know- 
ledge. 

But we need not expatiate upon the subject of 
salvation hy faith. It must be obvious to all 
who view the subject with any degree of candor, 
that though but a part of mankind partake of that 
present salvation which comes through faith, all 
may nevertheless be " saved and come unto the 
knowledge of the truth." And when we speak 
of universal salvation, we always refer to the 
final end of our race. With salvation by faiih 
comparatively few of our race are blessed — in- 
fants, idiots, heathens, and all unbeUevers being 
excluded. But the proposition which we have 
attempted to maintain,contemplates the ultimate 
blessedness of our race in the immortal state of 
being, and in the heavenly nature of Jesus 
Christ. This salvation will deliver man from 
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sin and sorrow, and the power of death and 
corruption, and introduce him into th^ glorious 
liberty of the resurrection state. And this sal- 
vation, we believe, will be conferred upon the 
entire race of Adam. Paul very distinctly speaks 
of the twp salvations, in 1st Timothy iv. 10, 
where he says, " For therefore we both labor 
and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living 
God, who is the Savior of aU men, especially of 
those that believeJ^ We are now concerned 
only with the universal salvation ; and shall at- 
tempt to prove that God wills the salvation of 
all men. 

A passage relating to this subject, that will 
readily occur to every mind, is found in 1st 
Timothy, 2d chapter. And that it may be seen 
in all its force, we will cite the connexion as 
well as the passage itself. " I exhort, therefore, 
that, first of all, supplications, prayers, interces- 
sions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 
for kings, and for all that are in authority ; that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and honesty. For this is good and 
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior ; who 
will have all men to be saved and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God 
and one Mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus ; who gave himself a ransom 
for all to be testified in due time,'' The fact is 
here most explicitly affirmed that God ^^ will 
have all men to be saved.'' And the connexion 
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in which this declaration is found, instead of 
weakening its force, plainly forbids any limita- 
tion of meaning. The apostle declares it to be 
good and acceptable in the sight of God that 
prayers should be made in behalf of all men / 
and the reason assigned, is, that God is good to 
all men, and wills that all shall be saved, and 
come unto the knowledge of the truth. It is also 
added that the Mediator gave himself a ransom 
for alt. ' Jesus tasted death for every man, Heb» 
ii. 9, and is the propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world, 1st John, ii. 2. And, considering 
all the terms of the context, it would seem pre- 
posterous to deny that the divine will in reference 
to the salvation of man embraces our whole race. 
A distinguished commentator* has said in re- 
lation to the passage now under consideration,. 
" As God is the God and Father of all ; far there 
is but &ae Godj verse 5, and Jesus Christ the 
Mediator of all ; so he gave himself a ransom 
for all : i. e. for all that God made ; consequent- 
ly for every human soul ; unless we suppose 
that there are human souls of which God is not 
the Creator ; for, the argument of the apostle is 
plainly this: — 1. There is one God — 2. This 
one God is the Creator of all — 3. He has made 
a jevelation of his kindness to all — 4. He will 
have all men to be saved, and come unto the 
knowledge of the truth ; and 5. He has provided 

•Clarke. 
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a Mediator for all, who gave himself a ransom 
for all. As surely as God has created all men, 
so surely lias Jesus Christ died for all men. 
This is a truth which the nature and revelation 
of God unequivocally declare/' 

AgaiUjOur Savoir says, John vi. 38, 39, " For 
I came down from heaven, not to do mine own 
will, but the will of him that sent me. And this 
is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of 
all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up again at the last day." 
The object of Christ's mediation between God 
and men is here stated, as well as the certain ac* 
complishment of God's will through his agency. 
He has been appointed to perform what God 
has willed \ and this will is that he should lose 
nothing of all that the Father hath given him, 
but should raise it up again at the last day. The 
meaning seems plain that Jesus has been com- 
missioned to effect the final reconciliation to God 
of all that have been given into bis hands, and 
over whom he has received power. The object 
of his mission and labors originated in the Di- 
vine Mind, and is hence called the willofGodj 
which he has undertaken to accomplish. Jesus 
has been highly exahed, and invested with all 
the adequate means for the completion of this 
work. And if nothing will be lost of all that the 
Father hath given him, the time will certainly 
come when all his ransomed subjects will bow 
in subjection and obedience before him, and con- 
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fess him Lord to the glory of God the Father ! 
We have now two important facts before us 
and we desire that they may be carefully consi- 
dered. 1. Jesus the Savior of sinners, has en* 
gaged in the enterprise of doing the will of God; 
and 2. That will is, negatively, that he should 
lose nothing of all that has been given him, and 
positively, that he should raise it up again at the 
last day, and thus bring all to God. The in- 
quiry that now suggests itself to the mind, is, 
how many of the human race have been given ^ 
Christ of the Father ? A correct answer to this 
question will determine the extent of that will of 
Godj which our Redeemer has pledged himself 
to perform. We need not ask what men believe 
in regard to this subject — ^the answer must come 
from higher authority, and the spirit of inspira- 
tion shall declare it. We find, in the 2d Psalm, 
a prophecy in reference to the Messiah, that 
will shed light upon this interesting theme. The 
Lord speaks, saying, " Yet have I set my king 
upon my holy bill in Zion. I will declare the 
decree : the Lord hath said unto me, Thou art 
my Son ; this day have I begotton thee. Ask of 
me, and I shall give thee the hefiithen for thine 
inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth 
for thy possession.^' This language is in part 
applied to our Savior in the New Testa ment, 
Heb. i. S ; and we there learn also that he has 
asked and received the large gift of the heathen 
and the uttermost parts of the earth. He says 
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himsdf, John xvii., ^Father, the hour is come ; 
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee : As thou hast given him power over all 
Jleshy that he should give eternal life to as many 
as thou hast given him." But the Messiah has 
not only received power over all. It is still 
farther declared in language too plain to be 
misunderstood, "The Father loveth the Son, 
and hath given all things into his hand.^' 
John iii. 35. And this fact receives confirmation 
from those passages which declare Christ to be 
"the head of every man,'^ 1st Cor. xi. 3, the 
« Lord of all," Acts x. 3G, and " the Savior of 
the world," 1st John iv. 14. As God intended 
him to be the universal Savior, he delivered all 
things into his hand, gave him power over all 
fiesh, caused him to taste death for every man, 
and to be the propitiation for the sins of the 
whole world ! And if all this does not express 
absolute universality^ we are either ignorant of 
the meaning of language, or else the Bible is to 
us an uncertain rule of faith. 

In view of the foregoing, it seems plain and 
certain, that the will of God which Jesus came 
to perform, is, that all men may at last be saved,, 
and come unto the knowledge of the truth. Such 
is the extent, and such the object of God's will 
in relation to the salvation of our race. As it 
embraces all, it contemplates the same happy 
and glorious end for universal humanity. And 
10 
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the greats question to be settled is, whether this 
will of God will to some extent fail, or at last 
be fully accomplished. 

. Here let us inquire what we are to understand 
bjr the will of God. This phrase does not bear 
one uniform signification in all parts of the 
Scriptures where it occurs. In some places it 
refers to the commandments of God, or to the 
duty which his law requires of man. Thus 
Jesus says, Mark iii. 35, '< For whosoever shall 
do the will of God, the same is my brother, and 
my sister, and my mother," by which he meant 
that whoever was obedient to the divine law, 
' stood in a most intimate relation to himself, and 
was united to him by better and purer ties than 
those of natural kindred. He expressed the same 
general meaning, when he said, John vii. 16. 17, 
<* My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me. 
If any man will do his will, he shall know of 
the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak of myself." In these passages, and in 
many others, the will of God is expressive of no 
determination of his mind in regard to any end 
of his economy ; but merely signifies that duty 
which his holy law obligates us to perform. 

But it seems to us that the phrase in question 
should be understood in a far different sense, 
when it relates to any work which God himself 
means to perform. When he said concerning 
John the Baptist, ^^ I will send itiy messenger," 
Luke vii. 27, we understand that such was his 
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intention ; and we know that the Baptist was 
thus certainly sent. And when be said, Isaiah 
Ivii. 16, "For I will not contend for ever, nei- 
ther will I be always wroth : for the spirit should 
fail before me, and the souls which I have 
made:'' he declared his determination not to 
punish always, but to produce at some time a 
desirable end, when the contention should cease. 
When Jesus affirmed that he came to do the will 
of Godj he did not mean that he came to be 
conformed in obedience to the divine commands; 
but he undertook to effect a particular purpose 
which originated, in the mind of his Father. God 
willed or determined a particular end, and com- 
missioned his Son to accomplish it. The will 
of God in this case is obviously expressive of 
what he meant to effect, and seems equivalent 
to intention. And God's will that all men shall 
be saved, and come unto the knowledge of the 
truth, means that such is his pleasure, and such 
the end that he designs. 

The first and the highest sense of the will of 
God, is thus given by several eminent theolo- 
gians, not one of whom held the perfect faith 
which we cherish. Cruden says, "The will of 
God is taken for his absolute will which nothing 
can withstand." Buck says, the " will of God 
is taken for that which he has from all eternity 
determined, which is unchangeable, and must 
certainly come to pass.'' And Calmet says, 
"it is taken for the absolute and immutable 
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will of God, which nothing can withstand." 
These authors, it is true, speak of other senses 
in which the will of God must be understood ; 
and we have admitted, and attempted to show, 
that this phrase is not always expressive of the 
same meaning. But we have stated the first 
definition which they offer, and which we sup- 
pose to be the highest and most obvious sense of 
the wiU of God, and perhaps the only sense when 
used in reference to any object which God means 
to effect. 

And why should it be thought that the will of 
God must be understood in some inferior sense 
when applied to the salvation of mankind? It is 
plain that this will as explained by our Savior, 
is nothing less than a fixed determination. For 
he declares that he not only came to do the will 
of his Father, but that this will is, that of all that 
the Father hath given him he should lose nothings 
but should raise it up again at the last day. If 
there was no intention in the divine mind, Jesus 
had no certain object in view, and was merely 
trying an experiment, or endeayoring to ascer- 
tain what could be done ! And if there is no 
purpose with God that all men shall be saved, 
we have no assurance that he really means to 
save one individual of our race ! But if God ever 
had any "determinate counsel,*/ it seems but rea- 
sonable to suppose that it would embrace the 
highest interests of his moral offspring, and there- 
fore include the finaldestiny of the human family. 
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And ia view of all that has been said, we feel 
justified in concluding that God has willed the 
salvation of all men. 

Having shown that God has toilled the final 
and glorious destiny of the whole human race, 
we wish now to notice the schemes by which 
our opposers endeavor to evade the just and rea- 
sonable conclusion resulting from this important 
fact. If such is the will of God, why should 
we doubt that all men will finally be saved ? 
The Arminian objector (and perhaps we shall 
have no other) will say that it is God's will of 
desire and of pleasure that all men should be 
saved ; or in other words, that he desires this 
end, aiid would be well pkased if all men would 
become holy and righteous, so that it could be 
accomplished. This is a very common objection; 
but we are unable to perceive in it any force 
whatever. If man were the author of salvation, 
and our destiny depended upon his efforts, the 
result might be uncertain, and the author might 
have desires that would never be satisfied. But 
when any such language is applied to the infinite 
God, his nature and character seem not to be un- 
derstood ; and if he is not considered altogether 
such a one as ourselves, he is at least supposed 
to possess some weakness that belongs to hu- 
manity. 

What is meant by desire when applied to 
God ? This word is sometimes at least expres- 
sive of imcertainty. We may desire many things 
10* 
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which we have no expectation of ever receiving. 
If there is a probability of gaining the object de- 
sired, hope is experienced in the mind. But 
God never hopes, and strictly speaking, he can 
have no desires. All things are known unto 
him, and he sees the end from the beginning. 
No result of his government or grace can be with 
him an object of desire, becanse it must be per- 
fectly known, and absolutely certain. Desire 
has reference to something/w^t/re, but with God 
all things are present Perhaps the same may 
be said of wilL But there is, nevertheless, a 
distinction between the two, that may easily be 
understood. Will in the divine mind, may be 
regarded as synonymous with purpose; but de- 
sire seems to imply that the object wished for is 
uncertain. And such is in fact the ground as- 
sumed by the Arminian objector. He admits 
that God desires the salvation of all men, but 
denies that he will finally save all men. Thus 
the thing desired is represented as being uncer- 
tain ; or rather it is declared to be certain of ulti- 
mate failure I Purpose is perfectly consistent 
with that which is known and present to the 
mind of God. But we cannot believe that he 
ever desires a thing, and much less a thing that 
will never come to pass. 

Suppose we should admit that it iionerely God 'af 
will of desire that all men should be saved. Who 
dare say that this desire will never be satisfied? 
The Scriptures declare, that **the desire of the 
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righteous shall be granted." Prov. x. 24. None 
need be told that it is God who grants the desire 
of the righteous. And allowing that he has de- 
sires himself, it would be strange indeed if he 
would grant the desire of others, and not satisfy 
his own ! The objector, therefore, has a greater 
labor before him than merely to show that 
God's will to save all men means desire. He 
is required to prove that that desire will never 
be fulfilled ; or at least to offer some good reasons 
for believing that God will fail to effect what be 
has undertaken to perform. But neither of these 
points has as yet been established. 

As to the notion that God's will means his 
pleasure^ this is far less exceptionable than the 
assumption that it signifies desire. This word 
is used in connexion with the will and purpose 
of God, as we shall show, and may be regarded 
as a different term expressing the same idea. It 
is admitted, then, that the pleasure of God is, 
that all men may be saved. Well, upon what 
ground is it doubted that this pleasure will be 
accomplished.^ Flying from one word to another 
may enable a man to effect his escape out of a 
difficulty, provided he is not closely pursued. 
But we mean to follow our opposers in all their 
windings, and rout them from every refuge, 
until they are brought to the acknowledgment 
of the truth. Let it be granted that loill means 
pleasure. The Scriptures will then read, " It is 
the pleasure of God to have all men to be saved^ 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.'* 
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Do the Scriptures encourage us to hope that 
God's pleasure will be done? or do they give ns 
reason to fear that it will never be accomplished ? 
Two passages relating to this subject may here 
be introduced. Isaiah, xlvi. 9. 10, << I am God, 
and there is none like me, declaring the end 
from the 'beginning, and from ancient times the 
things that are not yet done, saying, My coun- 
sel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure,^* 
This passage, which we do not say was spoken 
in reference to the final destiny of any man, 
shows that God's pleasure is immutable and can 
never fail. The same truth is again declared in 
language equally positive and sUong, in Isaiah 
liii. 10. After foretelling the su&rings and death 
of the Messiah for the redemption of the world, 
the propliet says of him, ^^ he shall see his seed, 
he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of 
the Lgfrd shall prosper in his hand.'^ And what 
is this pleasure of the Lord that shall succeed 
and be accomplished in the hand of the Mediator ? 
That all men shall be saved ; and that of all that 
hath been given Christ, (and the Fahter hath 
given all things into his hands) he should lose 
nothings but should raise it up again at the last 
day ! What, then, does the objector gain by 
substituting the word pleasure for will or pur- 
pose! Surely, nothing. The whole subject 
appears still the same : and the word of God still 
testifies that our Lord spoke the truth when he 
declared that he would draw all men unto him- 
self, John xii. 32. 
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Again, when we quote the plain passage, God 
<'wiU have all men to be saved, and come unto 
the knowledge of the truth," we are met with 
such answers as the following : — Rev. Josiah 
Hopkins says, in his " Christian Instructor,*^ p. 
217, '*From this passage it is obvious, that 
God does as certainly will that all men should 
be brought to the knowledge of the truth as that 
all men should be saved. This however, is not 
accomplished." And Rev. Stephen Remington 
says in his " Anti-Universalism," page 125, 
" Our opponents say that this text is a positive 
affirmation that God will save all men, and if 
any are finally lost, then his word must fail. I 
would ask, does not God assert with equal posi- 
tiveness that he will have all men come unto the 
knowledge of the truth. And do all men come 
unto the knowledge of the truth ?" Now, we 
confess that the statements here made are strictly 
true. And the answers furnished are altogether 
in favor of Universalism. It is just as true that 
God wills all men to " be brought to the know- 
ledge of the truth, as that all men should be 
saved." Knowledge of the whole truth of God, 
and perfect salvation, are inseparably connected 
together; and the one is implied in the other. 
And as to the question, " do all men come unto 
the knowledge of the truth?" we answer, this 
end has certainly not yet been accomplished. 
We claim no honor for giving the answer, for it 
seems very plain ! And we cannot see the par- 
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licular object of the question, unless it was 
merely to say something. As well might we 
ask a believer in the universal resurrection of 
mankind, " Do all naen live in the immortal 
world ?" None suppose that all men have come 
unto the knowledge of the truth. But does it 
hence follow that they never will know the 
truth and be saved ? When arguments are di- 
rected against this poinii they will deserve more 
consideration than is due to any senseless ques- 
tions. 

We never said nor believed that all men are 
DOW saved, or now brought to the knowledge of 
the truth; but we are happy to believe with 
Paul, that God ^^wiU have all men to be saved, 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.'^ 
And we think the Rev. John Wesley saw some- 
thing of this truth, when he said <<That general 
and unlimited promise which runs through the 
whole gospel dispensation, < I unV/put my laws 
into their minds, and write them in their hearts,' 
turns all the commands of God into promises^ 
and consequently that among the rest. <Let 
this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus/ The command here is equivalent to a 
promise, and gives us full reason to expect that 
he will work in us what he requires of w-v/' 
Again, he says, in the same connexion, << The 
command of God given by St. Peter, < Be y#> 
holy as he that hath called you is holy, ir^ all 
manner of conversation/ implies a promise thai 
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we shaU be thus holy. As God has called us to 
holiness, he is undoubtedly willing, as well as 
able, to work this holiness in us. For he can- 
not mock his helpless creatures, calling upon 
them to receive what he never intends to give 
themJ' 

We believe that what God wiUs he intends to 
accomplish. And we find that his will in re- 
gard to the salvation and blessedness of all men 
in Christ, is s9 connected with hispurpose and 
good pleasurej as to leave no room for doubt 
that these several terms are employed to express 
the same gospel truth. Paul says of God, 
Ephesians i. 9, 10, U, ^'Having made known 
unto us the mystery of his will, according to his 
good pleasure which he hath purposed in him* 
self: That in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times he might gather together in one all things 
in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth ; even in him : In whom also we 
have obtained an inheritance, being predestina- 
ted according to the purpose of him whowarketh 
all things ajler the counsel of his own wilU^ 
We are here instructed, not only that God has 
purposed the ingathering of all things in Christ, 
as certainly as he has wUled this glorious con- 
summation ; but also that the execution of the 
work belongs to him, and that he will complete 
it according to his own counsel. All uncertain- 
ty is excluded ; and though all things have <<been 
given into the bands of Jesrus, he will lose no- 
i/iingj^ but draw all men unto himself. 
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Such is the conclusion that we draw from the 
will of God concerning the salvation of all men. 
And we find that our opposers, though the truth 
is divided among them, teach together the same 
gospel doctrine. The Arminian Dr. Clarke 
says, ^< Because God wills the salvation of all 
meU| therefore he wills that all men should be 
prayed for. In the face of such a declaration 
how can any Christian soul suppose that God 
ever unconditionally and eternally reprobated 
any man? Those who can believe so, one 
would suppose, can have little acquaintance 
either with the nature of God or the bowels of 
Christ.^' And the Calvinistic Dr. Gill says, 
^^ The salvation which God wills that all men 
should enjoy, is not a mere possibility of salva 
tion, or a mere putting them into a salvable 
state ; or a proposal of sufficient means of it to 
all in his word ; but a real, certain, and actual 
salvation, which he has determined they shall 
have ; and is sure from his own appointment, 
from the provision of Christ as a Savior for 
them> from the covenant of grace, in which 
everything is secured necessary for it, and from 
the mission of Christ to effect it, and from its 
being effected by him : wherefore the will of 
God, that all men should be saved, is not a con- 
ditional will, or what depends upon the will of 
man, or on any thing to be performed by him, 
for then none might be saved ; and if any should 
it would be of him that willeth, contrary to the 
express words of Scripture ; but it is an absolute 
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axid unqenditional will respecliiig their salvation, 
and which infallibly secures it," &c. 

These statements we notost heartily believe. 
They are perfectly accordant with the truth 
which we have endeavored to defend and illus- 
trate. And, united together as they ought to be, 
they plainly show that we hold all the truth be- 
lieved by both classes of our opposers. One 
says God really wills the salvation of all men ; 
and the other declares that this will respecting 
their salvation, ^'infallibly secures it/' The 
latter finds the will of God that all men should 
be saved, so determinate and absolute^ as to de- 
clare that all men cannot really mean all men ! 
But with this assumption we have no concern. 
We are willing that our opposers should settle 
the controversy between themselves. In what- 
ever way it may be decided it will be favorable 
to truth. And if left undecided, all the truth 
held by both cfasses constitutes the whole coun- 
sel of God, and encourages the hope that he will 
not be defeated in his purposes, nor disappointed 
in the accomplishment of his will! 

When this willf purpose, or good pleasure is 
fulfilled by ^'bim who worketh all things after 
the counsel'of his own will," the ^orld shall be 
reconciled to God, through Jesus Christ; and 
the ransomed of the Lord, (and he " gave him- 
self a ransom for all to be testified in due time,") 
'^ Yea, the ransomed of Jehovah shall return : 
11 
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they shall come to Sion with triutnpU; and 
perpetual gladness shall crown their heads. Jay 
and gladness shall they obtain ; and sighing and 
sorrow shall flee away.'' 



CHAPTER X. 
ATONEABNT. 

Solomon says, Proverbs xvii. 15, " He that 
justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth 
the jast, even they both are abomination to the 
Lord." The book in which these words are 
found is what its name properly imports — a col 
lection of proverbs. It contains but few pas- 
sages that may be used with propriety as direct 
proofs of any theoretical doctrine. But it abounds 
in maxims, involving the most important prin- 
ciples, both of moral and of doctrinal truth. 
And a judicious and careful investigation of its 
te^hings, may be of the highest service in the 
discussion of subjects of a purely doctrinal cha- 
racter. While we are opposed to the introduc- 
tion of far-fetched and overstrained arguments 
for the support of any cause, we are willing to 
avail ourselvei^ of every reasonable help to dis- 
prove error and to elicit truth. And we think it 
will be nadifficuH task to show that the obvious 
sense of the passage cited, certainly stands op- 
posed to, and utterly falsifies a venerated dogma 
of human creeds, that shall hereafter be intro- 
duced and examined. 

The justification of the wicked, artd the con- 
demnation of the just, fire alike wrong in prin- 

123 
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ciple, and equally abominable in the sight of 
Him who is " a just God." We understand 
the writer to mean that the wicked are justified, 
when they are entirely acquitted of all guilt, and 
condign punishment is^all remitted. He would 
not surely consider it wrong and abominable in 
the sight of Grod ihat the wicked should be re- 
claimed from the folly and error of their ways, 
and restored to the wisdom and obedience of the 
just. But it would be a violation of all righteous 
and equitable dealing, to overlook the criminal 
faults arid sins of the disobedient, and suffer the 
wicked to go unpunished. Such procedure, 
being opposed to every principle of the divine 
government as declared in the Scriptures, and 
in contravention to all that deserves to be called 
equity, is an abomination to the Lord of hosts. 
Righteousness and judgment are the habitation 
of his throne ; and while that throne securely 
8tands^,he can neither clear the guilty, nor sanc- 
tion the justification of man an wickedness. 

Condemning the just involves the same odious 
principle of unrighteousness, and is therefore no 
less abominable to Him who is ^< righteous in all 
his ways.'' To visit upon the innocent and un- 
offending, punishment which none but the guilty 
deserve, must surely be a detestable thing in the 
eyes of a holy, just and benevolent being. And 
any system of religion that approves such con- 
duct and involves such principles, must be both 
£Bilse in fact, and pernicious in all its tendencies 
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and results. It tends to destroy all proper dis- 
tinction bet weed justice and its opposite; and it 
could not be practiced atnoug men without pro- 
ducing the most deleterious effects, both to mo- 
rals and to happiness. It would remove all 
protection from the innocent, and offer a bounty 
upon crime. 

Consider for a moment the individual by 
whom the abomination of which Solomon speaks 
is practiced. Select, if you please, the judge 
of a court. Two men are apprehended and ar- 
raigned before him on the charge of murder. 
He hears the testimony of witnesses and the 
pleadings of counsellors: and afier becoming 
acquainted with all the facts in the case, he as- 
certains that one of the prisoners is guilty of 
the crime alleged, and the other innocent But 
itistead of pronouncing sentence according to the 
evidence, and agreeably to equity and truth, he 
justifies the wicked man, and condemns the 
just person. The foul murderer is let loose 
again upon society with the stain of innocent 
blood upon his hands, to commit new depreda- 
tions upon the property and the lives of virtu- 
ous citizens; while the unfortunate man who 
committed no wrong, is slain as a malefactor! 

In this case, the penalty of the law was indeed 
inflicted ; titat is, a man was executed because a 
murder was committed. But supposing the law 
itself to be strictly just in requiring life for life, 
were th^ends of justice really secured in this 
11* 
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case ? Every man who has any sense of right 
and wrong,, will artswer that greater injustice 
was done, than if both the accused had been set 
at liberty, the execution of the penalty of the 
law has no possible connexion with justice, and 
violates every principle of right, unless the pun- 
ishment fall upon the guilty. If an innocent 
man should even voluntarily offer himself as a 
substitute for the atrocious murderer* be could 
not in justice suffer the penalty which none but 
the guilty deserved. And if the judge should 
justify the wicked, and condemn the just, and 
then plead in justification of himself, that a 
righteous man had freely consented to bear the 
punishment which another merited, his plea 
would be a vile abomination in the view of God, 
and of all good men ! Such a judge would be 
considered either insane, or else >^ desperately 
wicked ;'' and certainly no man with any reason 
in his head or goodness in his heart, could either 
approve his decision or exonerate him from the 
crime of murder. 

Both guilt and innocency are personal quali- 
ties, and cannot be transferred from one indivi- 
dual to another. If I were to commit a capital 
offence against the Jaws of my country, the in- 
fliction of penalties upon ten thousand other per- 
sons could neither remove my guilt, nor satisfy 
the demands of law and justice. / should be 
the criminal, and upon me alone could the pun- 
ishment of the violated law be justlv inflicted. 
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The language of Scripture on this subject is, God 
" will by no means clear the guilty/^ Exodus 
xxxiv. 7. " Say ye to the righteous that it shall 
be well with him : for they shall eat the fruit of 
their doings. , Wo unto the wicked ! it shall be 
ill with him : for the rews^rd of his hands shall 
be given him." Isaiah iii. 10, 11. "The soul 
that sitineth, it shall die. The son shall not 
bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the 
father bear the iniquity of the son : the righteous- 
ness of the righteous shall be upon hinij and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.^^ 
Ezekial xviii. 20. " But he that doeth wrong 
shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: 
and there is no respect of persons.'' Col. iii. 
25. The same general truth is plainly recog- 
nized in the declaration that the justification of 
the wicked and the condemnation of the just, 
are both abominable to the Lord, And it is cer- 
tain that this very abomination would be com- 
mitted, if a wicked man were acquitted, and a 
just person punished in his stead. 

Keeping the foregoing considerations and 
Scripture texts distinctly in view, let us now 
direct our attention to the doctrine of atonement 
Let it be understood that we firmly believe, aye, 
and greatly rejoice, in this doctrine, as we find 
it set forth in the Scripture*s of truth. But we 
are convinced that n)onstrons and dangerous 
errors have long been held by those who style 
themselves and one SLnoiheTo/tAocloz and evan' 
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gtlical Christians. We do not know what it is 
that exclusively entitles them to these agreeable 
names ; and we use these words merely to be 
understood, but as seldom as possible, because 
they have been so abominably abused. We wish 
to state the views of those who arrogate these 
Christian names, and deny them to others who 
have found "a more excellent way" and a better 
faith, in regard to the subject of atonement. 
Such statement seems necessary ; and the con- 
trast that shall be drawn will assist the reader 
to understand our views and the teachings of 
the divine word on the subject proposed for dis* 
cussion. 

It is believed, then, that all mankind, on ac- 
count of the sin of Adam, were made justly 
liable to the unmerciful wrath of Jehovah, and 
to the ceaseless torments of hell. This vast 
amount of suffering and woe would all have been 
inflicted, but for the mo^ gracious and merciful 
interposition in our behalf of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Divine justice sternly demanded all its 
claims, and the Father was inexorable in his 
determination to inflict the full and tremendous 
penalty of his dishonored and violated law. 
Vengeance he would have to the fall, wherever 
it might fall ; and hi^righteous law must be vin- 
dicated and satisfiea, whoever might suffer its 
fearful penalty. The Son, viewing the sad 
spectacle of woe and utter ruin, was moved to 
deep and tender compassion. He pitied the 
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feeble and guilty sons of men ; and rather than 
see his father execute all his fierce and relent- 
less vengeance, and our whole race sink into 
unceasing and hopeless wretchedness, he gene- 
rously and most disinterestedly consented that 
the uplifted sword of justice and of wrath might 
be bathed in his own blood ! God graciously 
accepted the offer ; for there was now an oppor- 
tunity to execute vengeance and be satisfied 
without losing the whole world ; and in order to 
obtain the desired satisfaction for his broken 
law, he smote- in fury his unoffending Son ! Dr. 
Watts says of this stupendous work : 

*^ How justice frown'd and yengeance stood, 
To drive me down to endless pain. 
But the great Son propos'd his blood, 
And heavenly wrath grew mild again. 

Once 't was a seat of dreadful wrath. 

And shot devouring flame, 
Onr God appear'd consuming fire. 

And Vengeance was his name. 

Rich were the drops of Jesus' blood. 

That calmM his frowning face, ^ 
That sprinkled o'er the burning throne, > 

And turn'd the wrath to grace." 

In this manner, it is supposed, divine justice 
was satisfied. God became reconciled to the 
world, his wrath was turned into grace, and he 
can now, consistently with the honor of his law, 
and the dignity of his character, extend mercy 
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and pardon to the penitent sinner. A vicarious 
sacrifice having been made in behalf of the 
world, the sovereign judge relaxed his severity, 
and was so far pacified as to accept the offering. 
And notwithstanding mankind were uncked^^JiA 
Jesus justj the farmer were Justified^ and th<» 
latter was condemned to sufier their pimish* 
ment ! 

While some believe that all for whom Jesus 
poured out his soul unto death, are forever ac- 
quitted from all guilt (because another has borne 
all their punisbment) and will infallibly attain to 
the resurrection of the just and the joys of the 
redeemed in glory; others hold that he gave 
himself a ransom for all without respect of per- 
sons, and thus made it possible for every man 
to be saved, on certain conditions, with which 
some will certainly never comply. The former 
of these opinions was hitherto very generally 
believed; but the latter is now fast gaining 
ground and rapidly taking its place. The advo- 
cates of both these opinions, however, contend 
that all men were justly exposed to eternal ruin ; 
and that Christ pame and bore the punishment 
which they deserved, and thus jtistified the 
wicked by the terrible condemnation of the just ! 
And when a question is proposed in relation to 
the justice of God in this supposed procedure, 
we ate gravely certified that Jesus freely con- 
sented to bear the punishment of the guilty, and 
that the claims of justice are fully satisfied, be- 
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cause the penalty of the law has been inflicted ! 

Reader, is there any truth in such notions ? 
Are they any more entitled to belief than heathen 
fables? We wish not to cast reproach upon 
those who believe such things. But why should 
we connive at a tnere medley of injustice, con- 
tradiction, and absurdity, because it is put forth 
as the greatest beauties and excellencies of 
Christian doctrine? We have no scheme to 
promote by an effected belief of any thing that 
outrages reason and shocks humanity. And 
while we would refrain from any assaults upon 
the character of our opposers, we have little pa- 
tience with gross errors that belong to darker 
times, and we are very much disposed to speak 
out plainly and call things by their right names. 

But the reader may desire an expression of 
the doctrine in question in the lauguage of its 
believers themselves. The desire is reasonable, 
and shall be gratified. We feel no disposition 
to misrepresent this doctrine ; and surely it is 
quite bad enough when presented in the best 
light in which it has ever appeared. We prefer 
to use the language of others in stating what they 
believe. Would that our opposers were thus 
governed in their attacks upon the faith which 
we cherish. If we really understood each other, 
our differences of belief would be materially les- 
sened. The receivers of our doctrine are gene- 
rally well acquainted with both sides of the 
question, having been educated in one faith, and 



132 UNIVSRSAJLIST BELIEF. 

DOW believing another ; while such as oppose 
us, are cammonly ignorant of the reasons and 
proofs of our faith. 

In the latest and amended edition of the 
Westminster Assembly's Catechism, we find 
the following article of faith: — ^^'The Lord 
Jesus, by his perfect obedience and offering of 
himself, which he through the eternal spirit 
once offered up unto God, hath fully satisfied 
the justice of his Father ; and purchased not 
only reconciliation, but an everlasting inheri- 
tance in the kingdom of heaven, for all those the 
Father hath^ given unto him.'' That is, Christ 
really suffered the punishment that was due to 
sinful men, effectually liquidated the claims of 
divine justice against them, restored them to the 
forfeited love of God, and thus secured their ul- 
timate glory and salvation. The same doctrine 
is also contained in the Articles of Religion of 
the Episcopal and of the Methodist Churches, 
in both of which we find it stated that Christ 
"truly suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried, 
to reconcile his Father to us, and to be a sacri- 
fice, not only for original guilt, but also for ac- 
tual sins of men." 

Hence, it appears^ according to the doctrine 
in question, that Christ was punished instead 
of the sinner; and that by his sufferings and 
death, vindictive justice was satisfied, and God 
was rendered propitious to his creatures ! " God, 
in his infinite wisdom, (says Watts) did not 
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think fit to pardon sinful man, without some 
compensation for his broken law; for, 1. If the 
great Ruler of the world had pardoned the sins 
of men without any satisfaction^ then his laws 
might have seemed not worth the vindicating. 

2. Men would have been tempted to persist in 
their rebellion, and to repeat their old offences. 

3. His forms of government among his creatures 
might have appeared as a matter of little impor- 
tance. 4. God had a mind to make a very il- 
lustrious display of both his justice and of his 
grace among mankind; on these accounts he 
would not pardon sin without a satisfaction.^^ 

Such is the doctrine of atonement, as now 
held by most professing Christians around us. 
We have stated it in the very language of its 
believers, and our statements have been drawn 
from the highest authority within our reach, and 
we may add, the highest authority that has ever 
sanctioned this doctrine. Its utter falsity and 
dangerous tendency may be shown in a few mo- 
ments. 

A consideration of the character and govern- 
ment of God, in the light of the Scriptures, will 
go far toward exploding this unreasonable dog- 
ma. No truth of the Bible is more clearly ex- 
pressed, than that God will by no means clear 
the guilty, but will render unto every man ac- 
cording to his deeds. We need not specify 
chapter and verse to prove this fact, for it is ge- 
nerally admitted, and none doubt that it appears 
\2 
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prominently both in the Old and in the New 
Testaments. 

But we now ask if the guilty are not cleared 
and the wicked justified^ when deserved punish- 
ment is removed from them, and inflicted upoa 
the innocent and just in their stead ? And is not 
the principle here involved pronounced an 
^^abomination to the Lord?'' And shall we 
charge God with practicing himself that which 
is unjust and hateful in his creatures ? It will 
avail nothing to assert that Jesus voluntarily in- 
curred the penalty which was our due. Allow* 
ing the statement to be true, the same character 
is still imputed to God. He is represented as 
seeking vengeance to compensate his broken 
law, without caring whether it fell upon the 
guilty or the innocent. His justice required the 
infliction of a certain amount of punishment, no 
matter who might be the sufierer. And God is 
declared to have been well satisfied, and recon- 
ciled to man, not because he rendered unto hi3 
creatures according to their works, and thus 
executed righteousness and justice; but because 
he inflicted that punishment which none but the 
guilty could deserve, upon an innocent person ! 
And .all this, we are told, was done, that God 
might *' make a very illustrious display of both 
his JUSTICE and his grace /" ' 

Suppose the judge of a court should make 
such an illustrious display of his justice^ and 
exonerate the foul culprit from all guilt, and in- 
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flict the punishment which he alone deserves, 
upon a peaceful, virtuous, and innocent citizen. 
Who would be so vile — so lost to all sense of 
equity and right, as to pronounce such conduct 
an illustrious display of justice and of grace? 
To attribute such procedure to Him whose 
throne isbuilt upon righteousness and judgment, 
and who abominates the justification of the 
wicked and the condemnation of the just, is 
alike preposterous and shocking to all the moral 
sensibilities of our nature ! 

Again, the doctrine under consideration de- 
tracts from the loveliness of the Divinity, and 
ascribes to Jesus Christ far greater benevolence 
than his Father is believed to possess. It main- 
tains that God was inflexible in his determina- 
tion to smite the human race with a deadly 
curse, and consign them en masse to intermina- 
ble ruin; but that Jesus, overpowered with 
compassion, fiew upon the wings of love to 
interpose between an offended Judge and guilty 
man, and received the fatal blow upon his own 
innocent head ! Jesus was all tenderness and 
mercy ; but God must be reconciled to u«, before 
he would grant any pardon ; and " it is here 
alone, (says Watts,) that we can find the solid 
principle of reconciliation to an offended God.^^ 
The Father was angry, and disposed to injure ; 
but the Son removed his wrath, turned it into 
grace, and caused him to exercise pity ! 

If, then, God was offended and meant to do 
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US harm, and Jesus came to appease his wrath, 
and procure for us his pardoning mercy, Jesus 
was certainly better disposed toward the human 
race than was his Father. And in view of such 
a notion, to say that the Father and the Son are, 
after all, but one being in reality, though exist- 
ing in different persons ; and that they equally 
loved mankind, notwithstanding the former was 
filled with burning indignation against us, is a 
jargon of mysticism and absurdity, that we are 
unable to understand ! Whatever may be said 
in denial of the fact, the doctrine before us does 
represent Jesus as being far more lenient and 
merciful than his Father. And this fact alone is 
sufficient to show that the doctrine is unscriptu- 
ral and without foundation in truth. In all his 
inistructions, Jesus never gave a hint that has 
come down to us, that he came into the world 
to save men from the wrath of his Father by 
suffering the punishment which was their due, 
or by any other means. But he invariably taught 
that God loved the world, and that he came to 
do the will of God. 

Again, the moral precepts of the gospel re- 
quire us to be imitators of God, and be perfect, 
even as he is perfect. But who does not per- 
ceive that an imithtion of his character accord- 
ing to the doctrine now under consideration, 
would entirely violate all righteousness and jus- 
tice, and subject the innocent to the punishment 
of the guilty ? Let the believer in this doctrine 
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exemplify it in his family, and in his intercourse 
among men. If he has ten children, and nine 
of them are vile and graceless wretches, and the 
other a virtuous and obedient child, let him 
vindicate the honor of the parental law, and 
make an illustrious display of his justice^ by 
inflicting all the punishment due to the rebels, 
upon his dutiful and unoffending child ! True 
he must first obtain the consent of his*innocent 
child, and then he will show his faith by his 
works, and make an illustrious display of justice 
and grace ! 

Can such a doctrine be practiced dimoug men, 
and carried out into all the concerns of life, and 
produce the fruits of righteousness required of 
the Christian disciple ? It surely cannot. And 
we think it high time thai all such notions were 
set aside, and others introduced that shall be 
more compatible with the spirit of justice, and 
better calculated to promote the morality of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

The doctrine of atonement is very plainly 
taught in the Scriptures ; and it there appears 
consistent with reason, truth and justice. In 
directing our minds to that source of knowledge, 
we find nothing said of Christ's expiring upon 
the cross to placate the veiigeance of his Father 
and to reconcile him to man. But we are plainly 
certified that God commended his love toward 
us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. Romans v. 8. Jesus came not to 
12* 
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save man from the }\\st punishment of his sins; 
for the New Testament, as well as the Old, de- 
clares that God will by no means clear the 
guilty, but render unto every man according to 
his deeds. But he came to reconcile the world 
unto God, and to deliver as from the service of 
sin that we might no longer suffer its unhappy 
effects. And although he suffered for us, or in 
our behalf, we nowhere read that he was ever 
punished, and much less that he devised some 
means by which to clear the guilty. The inno- 
cent may suffer in behalf of the guilty, but none 
except the guilty can be punished. Our fathers 
suffered for their country, to obtain blessings 
which we now enjoy ; but they were not pun- 
ished in our stead. Jesus also suffered for us 
in the flesh, the just for the unjust ; but he was 
never the victim of punishment. Though " he 
was a man of sorrows ^nd acquainted with 
griefs/' he suffered no penalty. And though he 
" gave himself a ransom for all,'' it was not to 
reconcile God to man, but the world to God. 

The word katallagej variously rendered recon-- 
ciliation and atonement in the New Testament, 
means a restoration to peace, union and concord, 
where enmity had before existed. But it should 
be understood that this word is translated atone- 
ment but once in all the New Testament ; and 
even in that place all will allow that it should 
be reconciliation. The particular passage to 
which we refer, is Romans v. ii., *^ And not only 
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SO9 but we also joy in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received 
the atmemenV^ — the marginal reading is recon- 
ciliation. But the received version is quite un- 
exceptionable, provided the word atonement be 
understood according to its true meaning. Cal- 
met says, "We have evidently lost the true im- 
port of this word, by our present manner of 
pronouncing it. When it was customary to pro- 
nounce the word one as own (as in the time of 
our translators) the word atonement was resolva- 
ible into its parts, at-one-ment, or the means of 
being at one^ i. e. reconciled, united, combined 
in fellowship/^ Such is plainly the meaning of 
atonement. And thus viewed, it is seen to be 
eijtirely synonymous with reconciliation. 

Now the supposition that the work of atone- 
ment was all completed by the one offering of 
Jesus Christ upon the cross, and that he died to 
satisfy divine justice, and reconcile his Father 
to us, is certainly at variance with Scripture and 
truth. In the dying cry, "It is finished,^' he 
knew that he had drank the bitter cup of death, 
and that his sufferings were ended. But his 
death, so far from completing the work of atone- 
ment, was only one of the means of reconcilia- 
tion, and no more essential to the accomplish- 
ment of that work, than was his resurrection 
from the dead. Hence Paul says of Jesus, Rom. 
iv. 25, "Who was delivered for our offences, 
and was raised again foif our justification.^^ 



140 UNITSR8ALI8T BELIEF. 

Is it not plain from this passage that ovLXjustifi- 
cation unto life depends as much upon the re- 
'surrection as;upon the death of Chri<? No 
person will question the fact that justification is 
included in the work of atonement. And if this 
work was all completed by the sufferings of the 
crosSy why should it be affirmed that he ^^ was 
raised again for our justification ?'' 

After speaking at considerable length of the 
death of Christ, Paul says, 1st Cor. xv. 14, 
<^ And if Christ be not men, then is our preach- 
ing vainJ' Although Jesus had offered himself 
upon the cross and endured the sufferings of 
death, all was vain, and the gospel of none ef- 
fect if he was not risen from the dead. His 
death was not sufficient ; for we receive the as- 
surance of final justification unto life through his 
resurrection. Reconciliation is a progressive 
work, and all the labors and sufferings of Jesus 
are but means to its accomplishment. He has 
undertaken to reconcile, not God unto the world 
— for God never needed to be reconciled — but 
the wo|rld unto God. And the work will be fully 
consummated when all things are reconciled to 
God, and every knee bows, and every tongue 
confesses that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory 
of God the Father! 

The subject of atonement or reconciliation, as 
well as the extent of the work, is most clearly 
exhibited in the following testimonies of Scrip- 
ture. " All things are of God, who hath recon- 
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ciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation ; to 
wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them." 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. "For it 
pleased the Father that in him (Christ) should 
all fulness dwell ; and having made peace through 
the blood of his cross, by him to reconcUe all 
things unte himself, by him, I say, whether they 
be things in earth, or things in heaven." Col. 
i. 19, 20. It was the purpose of God to recon- 
cile sinful and suffering man to himself; and he 
appointed his Son, whom he has exalted to be a 
Prince and a Savior, to effect this gracious work. 
Jesus received a name which is above every 
name and was invested with all power in hea- 
ven and earth, that he might be enabled success- 
fully to prosecute and complete this merciful 
reconciliation. The sins of the world will not 
be so imputed to man, as to render the work in- 
effectual. And although it is not yet finished, 
the promise of Him who cannot lie, has been 
given, that he shall prosper in the undertaking, 
and at last see of the travail of his soul^ and be 
satisfied. 

It is a mistake to suppose that Jesus Christ 
died to purchase divine mercy for the sinner, or 
to turn the wrath of God into grace. His death 
was a manifestation of divine favor and compas- 
sion in behalf of the world. He died to abolish 
the whole law of sacrifices, and to open unto 
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man a new and living way of constant, access to 
the Father of mercies. And he arose from the 
dead to bring life and immortality to light ; to 
give us the sure pledge of our resurrection ; 
and to impart to us the full assurance of faith 
and of hope that we shall through him, in the 
better world, be reconciled^ united, and com- 
bined in fellowship to his Father and our Father, 
his God and our God. 

And it is also an error to suppose that the en- 
tire work of atonement was finished in the mere 
death of our Lord and Savior. It is indeed con- 
summated in the purpose of God, and was be- 
fore the world began ; but it is not yet actually 
accomplished. Nay, the work is now prose- 
cuted no farther than men have really become 
reconciled to God. It is still in progress; and 
when it shall be completed, 'Uhe whole family 
in heaven and earth,^' shall be gathered into one 
fold — the subjects of the resurrection shall be 
equal unto the angels — and God shall be all in 
all ! Nothing will be left imperfect — nothing 
will fail of all that God has promised — but the 
whole world will be reconciled to the owner of 
all souls, and "the Savior of all men.^' 

"Thou hast (says Paul) put all things in sub- 
jection under his feet. For in that he hath put 
all things in subjection under him, he left no- 
thing that is not put under him. But now we 
see not yet all things put under him. But we 
see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 
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angels for the suffering of death, crowned with 
glory and honor ; that he by the grace of God 
should taste death for every man.'' Heb. ii 8, 
9. We " see not yeV^ the.end, "but believing, 
we rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory.'' We trust that God will be glorified in 
all his works ; and we hope, without doubting, 
that every man will finally reach his ^^ chief and 
highest end^^^ which is to glorify Gody and 
fully to enjoy him forever. 



CHAPTER XL 
REPENTANCE. 

We are sometimes accused of not preaching 
repentance and forgiveness ; and on this ground 
we have been denied the evangelical name and 
character. The accuser, however, is mistaken. 
These things run through all our public minis- 
trations of divine truth; and we cease not to ex- 
hort nien to exercise repentance toward God and 
faith m the Lord Jesus Christ, with the assu- 
rance of remission of sins to all who turn to the 
Lord with full purpose of heatt. But it must be 
confessed that we do not handle these subjects 
after the manner adopted by many of our Chris- 
tian brethren. We have different views of hu- ; 
man nature, and of the proper instrumentalities 
to reclaim men from vice and destruction. We 
apply different means, and appeal to other mo- 
tives of the heart. And in the way which we 
judge to be right, we constantly teach and en- 
force the very things, which others suppose that 
we utterly discard. But the misunderstanding 
originates with themselves. They claim to 
preach the doctrines in question just as they are 
taught intihe Scriptures; and hence suppose that 
all who differ from them must consequently be at 
144 
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variance with the instructions of the divine word. 
But they would soon perceive the injustice of 
their charge against us, if they would only con- 
sider that a different manner of preaching the 
same doctrine, does not necessarily imply that 
either party denies and rejects such doctrine. 
We should not feel justified in accusing others 
of failing to preach salvation, because they view 
this subject in a somewhat different light from 
that in which it appears to our own minds. And 
we feel unwilling to be accused ourselves on 
any such grounds. 

All who profess to be Christians, of every 
name, preach rep3ntance and forgiveness. And 
it is no mark of a just and charitable spirit for 
one denomination to charge any other with a 
denial of, or a failure to proclaim, these impor- 
tant doctrines of the Gospel. If any suppose 
that our views on these subjects are erroneous, 
or that we are unfaithful in urging them upon 
the attention of sinful men, let them candidly 
state what we believe, and fairly expose our 
errors; and let them also reprove our negligence 
of duty. We claim no infallibility of belief nor 
blamelessness of practice. And we hope to for- 
sake our errors when they are made known; 
and also to profit by friendly admonitions to 
more faithfulness in the cause of our Master. 
But unfounded accusations against us, neither 
tend to enlighten our understandings and correct 
us in righteousness, nor to impress our minds 
13 
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with very favorable opinions of the character of 
the accuser. 

]No subject within the whole range of Chris- 
tian theology is more frequently made the theme 
of discourse than repentance; and perhaps upon 
no other is so much said with little understand- 
ing. The word itself seems to be freely used 
by common consent, without sufficiently consi- 
dering its true and scriptural import. But there 
is reason to believe that if it be constantly re- 
peated with great warmth of feeling and earnest- 
ness of manner, many will at once conclude that 
the preaching must be highly evangelical in its 
character, and of the most desirable tendency. 
And it is quite possible that some persons rest 
satisfied with the mere sound of the word, with- 
out caring to seek for the real sense intended. 
Because we do not perpetually reiterate this 
word, is one great reason why superficial think- 
ers, who regard sound more than sense, charge 
us with not preaching repentance. 

Like many other theological terms, repent- 
ance is used in a vague and indefinate sense, 
and in accordance with established opinion and 
general prejudice. And the same is true of 
"born again," "regenerated,*' "converted,'* etc. 
These several expressions are all used now-a- 
days to express the same general idea ; but the 
thing signified, though most people suppose they 
understand it, is not easily explained. There is 
a darkness and mystery about the common ac- 
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ceptation of these terms. And the operation 
and the change supposed to be effected in the 
miod by repentance, are so badiy defined and 
imperfectly understood, that common prejudice 
and the confirmed habits of thought with the 
people, are made to determine the meaning in- 
tended, if indeed real meaning be considered. 

Now we are willing to admit that there are 
subjects embraced in the Christian revelatioR, 
which appear noi to be clearly explained in all 
respects, and concerning which there must con- 
sequently be some indefiniteness in the mind of 
the believer. For instance, the precise time 
when all the dead shall be raised, and the king- 
dom of Christ shall be delivered up to his Father, 
is not really stated ; and in reflecting upon this 
particular topic, it is not strange that we should 
form various opinions that will not admit of 
satisfactory explanation and proof. . The same 
may be said of the mode of our existence beyond 
death, and of the employment of mah in the 
future state of being. But repentance is a thing 
that immediately affects our interests and happi- 
ness, and there need be no diversity of opinion 
concerning what it means. It seems to be em- 
braced in the very first principles or rudiments 
of the Gospel of Christ. And we regard it as 
one of the most simple subjects, and the most 
easily understood, of any presented for our ac- 
ceptance and belief in the word of God. In our 
view it signifies no mysterious operation of 
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mind — no supernatural change of human nature 
— but is all embraced in the simple word, re- 
Jj3rmaH^. We do not mean that every change 
in man for the better, should be considered re- 
pentance in the fullest and highest sense of the 
word. The Gospel of Christ requires something 
more than the cold morality of heathenism ; and 
the repentance which he preached was far differ- 
ent from any reformation of life ever proposed 
by the sages and moralists of the world. But 
Gospel repentance is still a very plain subject — 
the means by which it is produced are easily 
understood — and the happy effects which it 
yields are felt and enjoyed by every true-heart- 
ed Christian. 

It should, however, be understood in the out- 
set, that there are two words of very different 
signification, uniformly rendered repent in the 
common version of the New Testament — meta" 
noeo and metamelomia. Of these words Dr. 
Campbell says, 6th Pre. Diss, part 3d, <'It has 
been observed by some, and I think with reason, 
that the former properly denotes a change for 
the better ; the latter barely a change, whether 
it be to the better or to the worse ; that the for- 
mer marks a change of mind that is durable and 
productive of consequences ; the latter expresses 
only a present uneasy feeling of regret and sor- 
row for what is done, without regard either to 
duration or to effects ; in fine, that the first may 
properly be translated into English, I reform; 
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the second, I repent^ in the familiar acceptation 
of the word/* The same author again says, in 
the same Dissertation, ^< Every one who reforms, 
repents ; but every one who repents, does not 
reform,^^ 

A reference to a few passages will sufficiently 
explain the real difference of meaning between 
the two Vords in question. Paul says, 2 Cor. 
vii. 10, "For godly sorrow workelh repentance 
to salvation not to be repented of." Here we 
find in the common version the word repentance 
first used to signify a genuine reformation of 
heart and life ; and afterwards the same word is 
employed to show that such reformation need 
not be repented of, regretted, or changed. The 
words here used are different in the original 
text ; and their real dissimilarity of meaning is 
nmde. obvious from the very construction of the 
passage. Godly sorrow produces a desirable 
change, that is well expressed by the word 
reformation. It would, however, be absurd to 
say that such a change is not to be reformed ; 
but all can understand that it need not be re- 
pented of, or regretted. 

When John the Baptist came preaching in 
the wilderness of Judea, he called upon men to 
reform. But when Paul said, Rom. xi. 29, 
^^ For the gifts and callings of God, are without 
repeniancey^ he bad no allusion to any refor- 
mation of life, or to any kind of change in man. 
He meant merely to assert the fact, that the gifts 
13* 
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and callings of God are irrevocable^ that is, not 
to be changed or reversed, and not to be repent- 
ed of. The sanae sense of the word repentance 
also occurs in the passage relating to Esau, 
Heb. xii. 17, '^For be found no place of repent- 
ancey though he sought it carefully with tears." 
It was not personal reformation of character that 
this man sought, but a mere change or revoca- 
tion of what had taken place. ••This change 
was what he found no possibility of effecring, 
however earnestly or movingly he sought it." 

We now use the word repentance^ not accord- 
ing to the sense which it bears as applied to the 
change ihdii Esau desired to effect; but as it wa^s 
employed by our Savior and his apostles in their 
constant and earnest calls upon men to forsake 
their sins and reform their lives. Both the har- 
binger of Jesus and the Master himself com- 
menced their public ministry in the world, with 
the emphatic command for men to repent, be- 
cause the kingdom of heaven was at hand, and 
about to be established in the earth. They 
would have deluded and sinful men turn froni 
their follies and vices, give a listening ear and 
an understanding heart, and thus be brought to 
the wisdom of the just and the joys of obedience 
to God. The repentance which they preached 
was reformation — a turning from vanity to the 
counsels of wisdom, and from the service of sin 
to the love and practice of godliness and virtue. 
But it imphed no mysteriotis and 4nidefinable 
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emotions of soul — no miraculous transformation 
of human nature — >but the call was obeyed, and 
the fruits of genuine repentance brought forth 
and enjoyed, when men were induced by the 
influence of good principles to break off their 
sins by righteousness, and their iniquity by 
turning to the Lord. 

The work of repentance which our Savior 
and his apostles labored to produce in those to 
whom they mhiistered, was of a somewhat 
different character from that which we now 
strive to effect. At least it was intended to be 
more deep, thorough and radical than any 
change that is really necessary in the sphere of 
our labors. They did not preach a religion in 
which the people had been educated, and seek 
to revive in their minds a recollection of the les- 
sons of duty received in childhood. They en- 
deavored to break up the very foundations of ex- 
isting society; and to introduce not only a new 
code of morals, but also to establish a new and 
belter dispensation of religion. They required 
men to forsake all that they had been taught 
and possessed — to begin life again as new-bom 
infants — to be transformed in the spirit of their 
minds — and to walk in newness of life. 

The world \%as wedded to false doctrine's, and 
rendered miserable by the practice and influence 
of corrupt principles. It was the business of 
the Baptist to call men away from their follies 
and sins; and it was the object of the greater 
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teacher and the chosen ambassadors of his truth 
to give them spiritual birth into the heavenly 
kingdom. John prepared the way ; and Christ 
led forth the captive from bondage, and con- 
ducted the wandering into the paths of wisdom 
and peace. And so great was the change 
wrought by the ministry of truth, that such as 
received the gospel and were made subject to 
its influence, were represented as having died in 
one state, and been made alive in another. 
" Wherefore, my brethren, (says Paul to the 
Romans,) ye also are become dead to the law 
by the body of Christ ; that ye should be married 
to another, even to him who is raised from the 
dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God." 
The same change connot be produced in any 
man who has been educated a Christian. In 
such a case it is not necessary that the individual 
should leave all that he has been taught; but he 
should rather be made sensible of his early les- 
sons, and reminded of the good counsels which 
he has rejected. 

But though we live in a Christian community 
where the Gospel is taught even to children, and 
blended with common education, it is no less 
important that men should repent and receive 
the remission of sins now^ than it waswh^n 
Jesus lived on earth. The same change in all 
respects cannot be effected ; but the time has 
never been known in the world when repentance 
was unnecessary to man. The best of men are 
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sinners against God, and subject to faults that 
need correction. And surely when we cast our 
eyes over society, and behold the prevalence of 
sin, and its dreadful consequences, we cannot 
suppose that repentance has yet done its work. 
There is among us a fearful disregard of God. 
His name is blasphemed in the streets, and vice 
walks abroad at noonday unrebuked. f ntempe 
ranee, avarice, and selfish ambition have almost 
become the ruling powers of our country. And 
these dangerous evils, and others less alarming, 
have spread their poisonous influence throughout 
all the ramifications of society, so that there are 
none among us that rightly fear God and faith- 
fully keep his commandments. Privileges have 
been abused and mercies despised, until as a 
people and as individuals we stand condemned 
in the sight of righteous heaven for our mean 
progress in religious knowledge and reforma- 
tion. 

What must be done to promote the necessary 
work of repentance ? Men must be brought to 
see the evil of their doings, and to understand 
the excellency of that Being against whom they 
have inconsiderately transgressed. Apprehen- 
sions of danger from sin, and the sorrow of mind 
thus produced, can lead to no worthy and solid 
reformation of life. Man may mourn over past 
transgressions, and tremble in view of future 
consequences, and still experience in his soul no 
deep and salutary change. His outward con* 
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duct may seem more accordant to the requisi- 
tions of the Gospel, but the principles within 
are still the same ; and " the old man, which is 
corrupt according to the deceitful lusts," still 
lives and rules. But let the real evil and ma- 
lignant nature of sin^be seen and felt ; let it be 
known that the law to which God commands 
obedience '^is holy, just and good ;" and let the 
mind be brought to loathe the wrong and love 
the right, and man's repentance will be sincere, 
effectual, and lasting in its happy effects. Such 
is the repentance which the Gospel aims to pro- 
mote. It presents ^Hhe goodness qf GoiP^ as 
the foundation of reformation ; and urges an 
imitation of the divine rectitude and benevo- 
lence as the only acceptable course of life. And 
when men behold the beauty and excellency of 
goodness as displayed in the God of Love, they 
will realize the unspeakable importance of con- 
formity to his character, and delight in his law 
"after the inner man.'* 

Mr. Shinn, of the Methodist Church, truly 
and eloquently says, in his late work ^*0n the 
Benevolence and Rectitude of the Supreme Be- 
ing,'' "The essential character of God is a sub- 
ject of primary innportance to the whole intelli- 
gent universe. On this depends the reforma- 
tion of the sinner, the perseverance of the saint, 
the consolation of the afflicted and dying, and 
the perpetual tranquillity of al! the hosts of hea- 
ven. A sinner may be terrified by mere appro- 
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hensions of punishment ; but a true and senti- 
mental repentance will never take place in his 
mind, nor a genuine reformation in his life, till 
he shall have some tolerably correct views con- 
cerning the excellency of the Divine nature. 
The goodness of God must lead him to re- 
pentance. For it is opposition to a good Be- 
ing, and to a good law which has rendered his 
own character a bad one. This evil of his heart 
and life, the penitent honestly acknowledges ; 
which implies a full admission in his intelli- 
gence, that the Being against whom he has been 
standing in opposition, is sls excellent as he is him- 
self viVe. Without such a conviction, there can 
he no sentimental repentance ; and if repentance 
be not sentimental^ how can it be sincere .?'* pp. 
11, 12. 

Never have we heard any thing more perti- 
nent and sensible on the subject of repentance. 
Our own views of the subject are here clear- 
ly and fully expressed. And the desire of our 
heart and the object of our constant labors in 
the cause of Christ, is, to exhibit that divine 
goodness, which Paul declares, ^Ueadeth to re- 
pentance,^' to show the hateful nature and the 
unhappy consequences of opposition to this 
goodness — and thus to lead men away from fol- 
ly and sin into the wisdom and obedience of the 
Christian chanacter. In this way we cease not 
to preach repentance. The whole course of our 
ministry tends to promote the work of refor- 
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mation. And in proportion as men are brought 
to see their own vileness in contrast with the 
goodness of God, they will abhOr themselves, 
and strive to become god-like in feeling and 
practice. "Opposition to a good Being" is thus 
removed — God's excellency appears glorious 
and lovely, and man^s vileness more and more 
abominable — the heart and affections are en- 
listed — ^and "sentimental repentance"find "gen- 
uine reformation" of life follow as the happy 
and permanent result. 

In this view of the subject it is easily per- 
ceived that the word repentance may be loudly 
and frequently reiterated, without the actual 
preaching of gospel repentance. And it is also 
plain to be seen that thiis important doctrine of 
our holy religion, may be zealously and effec- 
tively proclaimed, without so much as using 
the word by which it is commonly expressed. 
Terrifying sinners "by mere apprehensions of 
punishment," is not preaching repentance. And 
although great apparent effects may be pro- 
duced by such means, and men may thus be 
measurably restrained from open acts of trans- 
gression, no man can be led to repent as God 
requires, by any such ministrations. John the 
Baptist and our Savior exhorted men to repent, 
because the kingdom of heaven^ wliich mani- 
fests the favor and love of God, was at hand. 
Peter urged the Jews to the same duty, by the 
assurance that the promise of God was to them 
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and to their children, and that they were all 
embraced in that cov^enant of redemption, 
which proposes to turn away every man from 
his iniquities. See Acts iii. And Paul is no 
less explicit in his instructions on this subject, 
in thus reproving man's sinful perverseness and 
blind ^'oppositiorv to a good Being:" — ^'Or de- 
spisest thou the riches t{f hu goodness^ and for* 
bearance and long-suffering ; not knowing that 
ihe goodness of God ieadeth thee to repent- 
ance?^^ Rom. ii, 4. 

In like manner we judge it right to preach re- 
pentance. We are not concerned to produce 
^^only a present uneasy feeling of regret or sor- 
row for what is done,'' but we would strive to 
effect *<a change of mind that is durable and 
productive of consequences." And we hum- 
bly trust that our feeble labors in some mea- 
sure produce this desirable result. We know 
that acceptable obedience must spring from love; 
and we are sure that God must be seen in the 
loveliness of his character, before he can be 
loved with all the soul. And hence our con- 
stant exhibitions of the supremeexcellency of the 
divine goodness. We know that the evil of sin 
must be seen and felt before it can be abhorred 
in the mind. And we cease not to declare and 
to prove that vice is the parent and cause of 
misery, the desti;oyer of peace, atid the enemy 
of all happiness. We know that the coihmand- 
ments of God "are not grievous," 1st John v. 
14 
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3, and that "in keeping of them there is great 
reward.^' Ps. xix. 11. And we therefore labor 
to convince men that God requires of us a "rea- 
sonable service/' intended for our own good ; 
and that peace and pure enjoyment can be 
found only in the path of obedience. Thus we 
constantly preach repentance. And if the Scrip- 
ture truths here presented, were but believed 
with the hearty by all who profess to know and 
serve the Lord, Zion would appear in all her 
beautiful garments, and every wasle place in 
the kingdom of Immanuel would become rich 
in the fruits of holiness and peace. 



CHAPTER XII. 
FORGIVENESS. 

We: come to speak of /orgivmess. The 
Prince of life, who was exalted with the right 
hand of God, was to give remission of sins, as 
well as grant repentance unto life. But we 
maintain that God never sviferves from strict 
justice in his dealings with mankind, but cer- 
tainly renders unto all the full re(^ompense of 
their doings. Many are ready to conclude that 
such doctrine precludes the very possibility of 
Si^Y forgivenessybecaiusej say they, if all sinners 
are punished to the full extent of their guilt, 
there can be no room for the exercise of par- 
doning mercy. We confess that this objection 
is highly plausible ; and, considering the mor^ 
common^ religious instructions of the day, we 
think it npt strange that many should regard it 
as unanswerable. 

But our appeal is to the word of God. We 
-have no concern with the judicial pardons that' 
are extended to the transgressors of human 
laws. Such is not the subject of inquiry. We 
desire to show what kind of forgivene^ God 
grants to sinful men, and to ascertain whether 

159 
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he remits the punishment demanded by justice, 
or merely forgives the sitis of bis creatures. 

The Scriptures speak a language on this sub* 
ject that need not be misunderstood. In the 
same passage we find the declaration of full 
and adequ^Lie punishmentf and also of abundant 
pardon — thus showing that the same individual 
may receive for^every transgression and disobe- 
dience a just recompense of reward/' and at the 
same time receive the forgiveness of all hissins^ 
Let a few such passages be introduced, and they 
will assist us to a right understanding of the 
subject before us. Exodus xxxiv. 6, 7. <<The 
Lord Gk>d, merciful and gracious, long-suffer- 
ing and abundant in goodness and truth, keep- 
ing mercy for thousands, ybr^'^'iig^ iniquity, and 
transgression, and sin, and that wiU by no 
means clear 'the guilty.^* Here it is plainly^ 
affirmed that God is jSrpving ; and also that 
he will not, by any possible means, or in any 
case, suffer the guilty to be cleared. Shall we 
say that there is here a manifest contradiction ? 
If forgiveness, as applied to God and in the 
Scripture sense of the word, means a remission 
of condign punishment, there was never a more 
gross and palpable solecism than we find in this 
passage. But we deny that such is the mean- 
ing of forgiveness. And we shall yet show that 
the most rigid justice and free pardon hamoni- 
ously work together in the economy of God. 
Again, we read. Psalms xcix. 8, "Thou wast 
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a God that forgavest them, thou tookest ven- 
geance of their inventions." The Psalmist 
speaks of God's treatment of Israel in the days 
of JVfoses and Aaron, and shows that notwith- 
standing he 'punished that rebellious people for 
their wickedness, he also forgave them. But 
a still stronger passage is found in the 40th chap^ 
ter of Isaiah. "Comfort ye, comfort ye my peo- 
ple, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably to 
Jerusalem, and say unto her that her warfare is 
acQomplistied* that her iniquity is pwrdontd: 
for siie.hath received of the Lord's hand doU- 
hie far ali her «m*." All the sins of Jerusalem 
ftre here mentioned. They were all punished 
to the full ; and to give peculiar force to the fact, 
the propiiet introduces a hyperbole^ declaring 
that she had received double for all her sins ! 
Surely there was no limitation of the operations 
of jojStiee in this case — no remission of the pun- 
ishknent deserved by sin. Still the people were 
pardtmed-^xYitix sins were all forgiven. . 

*^How then," says one, "shall we understand 
this subject of forgiveness, for everything like 
real pardon seems to be 'excluded ?'* We an- 
swer, earthly rulers xemxt pvmishment^ because 
their judicial decisions are not infallible, and such 
procedure is in some cases supposed to be pro- 
pec and even neoessary. Tlie work of God is 
perfect, and his judgmenits tiever need be re^ 
versed, And the fiict is ^\)troi*thy of particular 
notice, that aUhough w^. read in the Scriptures 
14* 
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of the forgiv^i^ness, pardon and remisfsion of aint^ 
transgression and iniquity , we do not find a 
passage in the whole book that speaks of the 
forgivenessor remission of /7unt«Ameitt In two 
of the passages which we have cited, it is posi- 
tively declared that the puniskment was inflict- 
ed, but sin pardoned. After the transgressors 
had suffereathe righteous chastisement of their 
evil deeds, they were received into the favor of 
God and graciously ^^tt^en. 

The word aphiemij rendered forgive in the 
New Testament, is defined by Parkhurst, Don- 
negan, and Oreenfield, and we presume by all 
other lexicographers, to mean, ^to send away, 
dismiss^ to emit, send forth.'' JSamtmon, 
which signifies sending away,'i8 more expres- 
sive of the meaning intended than the word for^ 
giveness. QkA will by no means clear the guilty. 
But when man truly repents of his sins, that is, 
reforms his life as the Scriptures require, God 
will pardon or remit all his iniquities, and treat 
him as though he had never sinned. In this 
consists the forgiveness or remission that 19 pro<» 
mised the penitent. God punished Jerusalem 
for dU her sins ; but \ferhen the warfare was ac- 
complished, the word of comfort was spoken, 
and her iniquity was pardoned. It has been 
said that if man is punished to the full ex- 
tent of his guilt, he may come forth and de- 
mand the favor of God and even the bliss of 
heaven as ins right. But upon what ground ? 
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<*Beeauie," says one, <<be has toflSsred all that 
he deserved.'^ Very well, this settles the ac- 
count ; but what claim does all this give man 
to further blessings from God ? Surely none at 
all. He stands as the subject of grace, and what^ 
ever good he receives must be the merciful g0 
of Hhe Father of lights.*'- 

The justice of Ood claims the obedience of 
all the subjects of his moral government, and em- 
ploys such means as tend to secure this end. 
All punishments inflicted by the hand of the 
Deity are intended by him to be the means of 
satisfying thejdemands of his own justice. Aifd 
after pimishment has done its work, and repeto-* 
tance unto life has ensued, God blots out from 
the book of his remembrance ail the faults of 
the sinner, sends away his iniquities, and re- 
ceives him as one who had never known the 
ways of evil. The prodigal son bitterly suf- 
fered the consequences of his follies and crimes, 
and feared to ask the forgiveness whidi his 
&ther delighted to bestow. In thisKsase there 
would have been no forgiveness, if the fiither 
bad been unwilling^ to remit and forget the 
former transgressions of his child. But he for- 
gave all— welcomed the returning prodigal to 
his home — and rejoiced over him more than 
over the elder brother who had not gone astray. 

All sinners are prodigals from Gknl. While 
estranged from him by wicked works, they 
must ever bear that punishment of which the 
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giiihy cati&ot be cleaned. But the disporation of 
God . toward thei0, Ls subject to no change — he 
still Joves them with a parent's affection — and 
when by the manifestations of his goodness, they 
are led to repentance^ sin is not imputed, but 
abundant pardon is granted. ^^ God (says Paul, 
2 Cor. V. 19,) was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them,^^ Notwithstanding thesinfuhiess of men, 
they were still the objects of divine love. And 
although they must suffer the unavoidable con* 
sequences of their wickedness, God will not 
allow either sin or its effects to hinder the great 
work of universsal reconciliation to himself. Be- 
cause man has sinned, God will not therefore 
fasten sin and misery eternally upon him. His 
purposes are all favorable to human happiness, 
and aim at the ultimate blessedness of all his 
moral subjects. Nothing can separate man from 
his love, nor make him the absolute enemy of ^ 
aoy of his creatures. The principles of his na- 
ture and government will not allow the return 
of evil for evil. The exercise of his justice- 
(which is that of love) is designed to secure him 
the obedience of his creatures, and bring maa 
into communion with his Maker. And when 
the ends of justice are secured, man will no 
longer be the subject of penal retribution. What- 
ever he has done amiss will be kindly forgiven; 
and in Christ Jesus all that have sinned will at 
last find tbeiblessings of grace^ and the joys of 
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ddiTerance rrom every evil ! Then shall un- 
godliness be turned away from Jacob, and the 
sins of Israel taken away^ Rom. zi. 26, 27 ; and 
then shall it be known and acknowledged of all, 
that Jesus Christ is indeed ^' the Lamb of God 



CHAPTER XIII. 
REIWARDS AUD PVNV^HIIIENTS. '' J ' 

All Christians yield a willing assent to the 
doctrine of human accountability; notwith- 
standing many of th^m hold notions that seem 
to be quite irreconcilable with this plain doc- 
trine of reason and of revelation. The Calvin- 
ist, the Necessarian, nay, even the Fatalist will 
not deny the responsibility of man. Who ev^r 
urged man to the performance of his duty 
toward ^God with more earnestness and zeal 
than Dr. Priestly ? And yet he believed that 
every thing in the world is controlled and de- 
termined by a philosophical and irresistible 
necessity. The charge of an utter denial of all 
aecountability in man was indeed warmly and 
repeatedly preferred against him by his adver- 
saries; but nothing of the kind was.ever asserted 
by himself We shall attempt no defence of 
his peculiar notions on this subject ; but we are 
willing to award him honesty and isincerity of 
heart in the avowal of his belief. And we 
think his case fully proves the utter impossibili- 
ty of entirely divesting the mind of all feelings 
of responsibility to God. No theory can ef- 
fectually destroy this feeling; for it seems to 
166 



RXWABDS AND POITISBMENTS. 167 

form a part of our common nature ; though it 
must be admitted that it may be gfeatly 
weakened and sadly perverted by the pernicious 
influence of fa^e and corrupt doctrines. And 
we are impressed with the belief that the doc- 
trine of philosophical necessity, as taught by 
Dr. Priestly, is not true, and therefore not well 
adapted to the promotion of virtue and righteous- 
ness. Still it would be an act of gross injustice 
to charge him with a negation of man's ac'* 
coiTfitability to his Maker. 

But though all Christians freely admit the 
abstract doctrine that man is an accountable 
being, we find that very dissimilar notions are 
entertained in regard to this subject. We be- 
lieve that whatever freedom man may possess, 
and however responsible he may be for his 
conduct, God is the sovereign rulef and final 
disposer of all things. We hold that man's 
ultimate destiny, instead of being a thing of un- 
ceriainty, was determined in the counsels of 
Heaven before the handiwork of creation was 
begun. The Iiamb of God which taketh away 
th^ sin of the world, being slain from the foun- 
dation of the tvorldf the work of human re- 
demption and its final and glorious consumma- 
tion, were seen and known to the mind of God, 
ere the pillars of the earth were reared, and the 
breatli of life breathed into man ! And while 
we fully believe that man is an accountable 
creature, and that God *^ will render unto every 
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man acoordiug to his deeds/' we bold that the 
eonsequeuces of our actions can in no case ex- 
tend so far as to defeat the original designs of 
our Maker, or alter the nature of that ultimate 
destiny for which he always intended us. 

Others, however, make human responsibility 
infinite in magnitude, and extend it throughout 
the ceaseless duration of eternity. And they 
suppose that the actions here done, and the 
character here formed, will hare the most im- 
portant bearing upon our state and condition so 
long as existence in any form is continued, and 
will in fact determine our uUimate happiness 
or misery. One great point of difference between 
us relates, therefore, not to the existence of ac- 
countability in man, (for this doctrine is admit- 
ted by all,) but to the exient of onv responsibility. 

We have been, and still are, charged with an 
utter denial of all responsibility in man. This 
charge, however, is unfounded— -we will not 
pronounce it slanderous, for we are well per- 
suaded that in most cases at least it originates 
in an entire misunderstanding of our real views 
on this subject. Our accusers would be enabled 
to speak more understandingly in reference to 
this matter, if they would only acquaint them- 
selves with the fact, that we believe as firmly 
as they do, in the fad that man is account- 
able to his Maker; and that the point of 
difference between us relates merely to the 
magnitude and exieni of this accountability. 
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The^idea appears to us tremendous and appal- 
ling, that man's endless happiness or misery 
should in any way depend upon hi« own fitful 
doings, or upon the characteir which he himself 
voluntarily iforms in this transitory state of ex- 
istence. We believe that man is limited in all 
his powers and capacities — that the conse- 
quences of all his actions are finite in their na- 
ture and duration — and that his final and im- 
mortal destiny can be determined by no other 
than Him " who only hath immortality,^^ — 
However lasting, whether happy or miserable, 
the effects of our conduct may be, we believe 
that our ultimate and permanent existence in 
the resurrection state, will have no connexion 
with either reward or punishment, but will be 
the fret s^ift to all our race of the unpurchased 
grace of God in Christ Jesus our Lord ! 

In view of the foregoing considerations, it 
seems proper that wo should inquire concerning 
what God requires 'Of man. The requisitions 
of the divine law as declared in the Scriptures, 
are all comprised in two great command- 
ments, which obligate ns to love God with all 
the heart, and our neighbor as ourselves. But 
in considering this subject we should not rest 
satisfied with a bar6 repetition of the word love. 
The duties required of us are indeed expressed 
by this word; but the true test and fruits of our 
love must be exhibited in acts of obedience to 
its requisitions. To love God with all the soul, 
\5 
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implies that we are faithful to the full extent of 
our knowledge and ability, in the performance 
of such services as he has required at our 
hands. It implies that we are sincere and 
honest in our intentions, obedient to the best 
motives that are presented to the mind, and 
disposed in all things to employ our means and 
exert our powers according to our best convic- 
tions of right and duty. The man who thus 
acts, whatever may be the measure of his capa-^ 
city, and his opportunities for the acquisition of 
knowledge, is a true lover of God, and a faith- 
ful doer of the law of righteousness. " For (says 
the apostle Paul) if there be first a^illing mind, 
it is accepted according to that a man hath, and 
not according to that he hath not." 2 Cor.viii. 12. 
To love our Tieighbor as ourselves, implies 
that we are disposed to respect his rights and to 
promote his happiness ; or in other words, that 
we do unto him as we desire that he should do 
unto us. We are bound to make the best use 
of all our means df instruction, and to seek an 
acquaintance with all the obligations which we 
owe to our kindred rdce. And in every stage 
of knowledge, and with every grade of ability, 
we are obedient to the second command, and 
stand justified in the view of God, when' we 
render our neighbor the best services in our 
power. The heathen, as well as the Christian, 
may work righteousness. And if he is but faith- 
ful to the light within^ and obedient to the beilt 
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instructions that can be obtained, that Being 
who is " no respecter of persons,'' will approve 
his conduct and bless him in his deeds ! 

"To do justly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly before God,'' are declared to comprise 
all the duties that our Maker requires of man. 
These duties are urged in a variety of ways in 
the Scriptures, and presented in every form of 
expression ; but they are still the same. Justice 
to man, and mercy to the erring and sufferirrg» 
and humble obedience toward God according 
to our knowledge of what he requires, make up 
the whole sum of every man's duty. We are 
all and constantly obligated to render such obe- 
dience to the law of God, whether that law be 
learned by the testimony of natural conscience, 
or made known by the spirit of revelation. 
The Bible is oiir code of morals, and the highest 
guide of our lives. And though every part of 
its instructions may not be easily comprehended, 
no man of ordinary capacity need fail to under- 
stand the simple duties which it requires. And 
our obedience is fully rendered, when we 
govern our feelings and thoughts and actions, 
according to the standard of rectitude, mercy 
and humility, furnished in the word of God. 

Let us furthermore inquire, what recompense 
is conferred upon man for his obedience to the 
things which God has commanded ? Does the 
reward bear any intimate and immediate con- 
nexion with duty? Or will it be rendered 
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after the last duty of life shall have been per- 
forrped ? Answers to these queries may be 
drawn from two sources — the Scriptures and 
our own experience. The apostle James says^ 
i, 25, " But whoso looketh into the perfect law 
of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not 
a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this 
man shall be blessed in his deedJ' The Psalm- 
ist expressed the same sentiment, when he 
says, speaking of the divine commandments, 
"/n keeping of them there is great reward,'' 
P$. xix. 11. And again, he says, '^ Great peace 
have they which love thy law: and nothing 
shall offend them^.'* Ps. cxix. 65. These are 
but a small specimen of the passages that might 
be cited to prove that the recompense of virtue, 
and righteousness, is ever present with and 
enjoyed by the- man who walks in the ways of 
divine wisdom, which at^e pleasantness and 
I^eace. 

The Scriptures give us no intimation that the 
reward of our good deeds here will be conferred 
upon us in another world. Nor do they hi- 
struct us to believe that our enjoyment of the 
reward will depend upon our feelings and 
character just when we breathe the last mortal 
breath, and close our eyes in death ! But they 
declare that in the way of duty there are peace 
and joy, and great recompense of reward. It is 
not^r being obedient to the divine law of Jove 
that we are to be blessed of God, as though the 
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recompense were to be rendered after all duties 
have been discharged. But the reward of 
righteousness is promised man while he sustains 
a righteous character ; and he is blessed in his 

DEEDS. 

And does not our own experience corroborate 
this plain doctrine of the Scriptures ? Who ever 
withstood the power of temptation, and dealt 
justly and honorably with his neighbor, without 
feeling in his soul a sweet consciousness of vir- 
tue and innocence, which is a prize more to be 
desired than all the riches and honors of the 
world ? Who ever had compassion upon the un- 
fortunate, and as a ministering angel of mercy, 
wiped the te^r from sorrow's eye, and poured 
gladness and joy into the suffering heart, with- 
out experiencing in the very act, a recompense, 
great beyond all expression ? And he that daily 
walks in humility before God, is enabled when 
he retires to his nightly repose, to reflect with 
feelings of unutterable satisfaction and delight 
upon his faithfulness in duty ; and his happiness 
is not only immensely greater, but far more dig- 
nified and refined, than any thing ever known 
by the lover of worldly pleasures. Virtue's 
prize is the " soul's calm sunshine and the heart- 
felt joy." All that can minister to the higher 
powers of our nature — all that can secure hap- 
piness that is worthy the dignity of intellectual 
and moral beings, must flow from the cultiva- 
tion of those exalted virtues enjoined upon us 
15* 
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in the word of God. And we may safely affirm 
that no man ever rendered true obedience to the 
great commands of our Maker, without havitig 
the witness in himself, assuring him that the 
do^r of the law is blessed in his deeds. 

It should also be understood that the tenden- 
cy of righteousness is favorable to all the inter- 
ests of human life. Nations and communities, 
as well as individuals, are rendered truly pros- 
perous and happy only in proportion to their 
observance of the duties enjoined by the law of 
God. " Righteousness exalteth a nation ;" and 
the community over which virtue presides is 
the dwelling-place of happiness and peace. 
The practice of justice, mercy and humility is 
in every respect advantageous to man. He 
thus secures the good will of all his fellows; 
and even his secular affairs are ordinarily ren- 
dered prosperous. And in more ways than we 
can mention, and to a far greater extent than 
many have ever Conceived, does God judge in 
the earth, and give.a reward to the righteous. 

But another inquiry here claims our atten- 
tion. The Scriptures declare that all men have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God. — 
And what are we to understand by sin ? The 
apostle John has furnished the true answer in 
these words : — " For sin is the transgression of 
the law." 1 John iii. 4. And it may not be 
improper to remark, that we know of no other 
sin than that which implies action^ and results 
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from a violation qf law. We h«ar much said 
of original sin, and inborn sin. But it seems 
to us that if man is born with a bad nature, it 
is his misfortune, and not his fault. Nor can 
we exactly understand how a man can be a 
sinner before he has sinned. If "sin is the 
transgression of the law," common understand- 
ing would appear to decide that no man can be 
a sinner until he has transgressed. Others, 
however, profess to know all about this sub- 
ject ; and we leave them to explain its difficul- 
ties. 

All men are in some way the subjects of law, 
as we have before shown. One has conscience 
for his guide, as in the case of the Gentiles of 
whom Paul speaks, while another has received 
in addition to his natural sense of right and 
wrong, the instructions of divine revelation.— 
When we go counter to what we know to be 
right, from whatever source our knowledge 
may be derived, we transgress the law, and are 
therefore sinful. Adam became sinful when he 
transgressed the command of his Maker. Cain 
fell into a similar condemnation, when, in viola- 
tion of all fraternal obligation, he rose up and 
slew his righteous brother. The people of Is- 
rael sinned in disregarding the commands of 
God given them by Moses, and in thus corrupt- 
ing their way on the earth. And we now 
commit sin in forsaking the law which God has 
instituted for our government, and in doing 
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such things as he has forbiddojn. All have in 
some way sinned, and are guilty before God. 

What, then, is the punishment which God 
has denounced against the transgressor ? And 
where shall that punishnnent be endured ? We 
may here query as we did in regard to the re- 
compense of virtue. Has punishment any 
necessary connexion with sin itself? Or will it 
be inflicted after all the sins of life shall have 
been committed ? We are thrown back to the 
same sources whence we have derived answers 
to other questions. The Scriptures declare that 
God executes judgment in the earth — that here 
the righteous are recompensed, and the wicked 
punished — that the wicked are destitute of peace 
and rest, and subject to continual troubles — and 
that the way of transgressors is hard. See 
Ps. Iviii. 11; Prov* xi. 31; Isa. Ivii. 20, 21; 
Prov. xiii. 15. 

From these representations it plainly appears 
that man is punished in his sins — that suffering 
and crime are indissolubly united together — 
and that man must unavoidably endure the re- 
compense of his traosgressions, while, and so 
long as he continues in rebellion against the 
commands of his JV^aker. As soon as Adam 
had transgressed, a change came over his mind; 
fearful dread seized upon his soul, and he in- 
stantly sought to conceal himself from the view 
of God. The horrors of guilt and the keen 
stings of a condemning conscience, were imme- 
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diately and bitterly felt ; and the painful truth 
was realized that death should come in the 
very day of transgression. Cain, in view of his 
enormous offence, and the dreadfu-1 retribution 
to which he was doomed " in the earth," and 
with no revelations of the future life, was led 
to exclaim in the bitterness of his grief, " My^ 
punishment is greater than I can bear !" The 
law of Moses denounced punishments for sin 
only in this world. And in the new and better 
covenant, which has brought " life and immor- 
tality to light," it is declared that in the resur- 
rection state, all who shall have died in Adam 
shall be made alive in Christ. 

We therefore conclude that the punishment 
for sins is in the same state of being where men 
transgress the law of God. And we cannot 
doubt that if men commit sin in the future 
world, they will there be the subjects of punish- 
ment. Solomon says, " Though hand join in 
band, the wicked shall not be unpunished.'* 
Prov. xi. 21. But he also says, "Behold, the 
righteous shall be recompensed in the earih ; 
much more the wicked and the sinner." God 
has so arranged the affairs of the world, that 
vice must and will bring with itself an equita- 
ble punishment. Many of our sins may be 
unseen by human eye, and unpunished by 
human law; but they are all known to Him 
who is acquainted with the secret intentions of 
our hearts, and he has declared that he will 
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briT)g every work into judgment, whethergood 
or bad. If one evil action is suffered to pass 
unpunished, the principle of justice is at once 
violated in the divine government ; and it is 
folly to talk any longer about the inflexible jus- 
tice of Jehovah ! And if injustice takes place 
in one instance, it may also occur in another; 
and justice in God may be a mere inconstant 
passion ! 

But it becomes us to guard against deception^ 
and not suffer ourselves to be enticed into the. 
foolish and hurtful notion that sin can in any 
case be committed with impunity. The, Scrip- 
tures are very explicit on this subject. God 
*^ will by no means clear the guilty,-^ Exodus 
XXX vii. 4. ** But he thai doeth wrong shall re^ 
ceive for the wrong that he hath done : and 
there is no respect of persons," Col. iii. 25. 
And the experience of life teaches the same im- 
portant and salutary lesson. The sure tenden- 
cy of vice is to misery and destruction. We 
always injure our own happiness by wilfully 
doing that which we know to be wrong. And 
while we see proofs of the fact that **the way 
of transgressors is hard," in viewitig soci- 
ety at large, and in studying the whole his- 
tory of our race, we may come home individu- 
ally to ourselves,and we shall find overwhelming 
evidence of the same truth running through 
our whole experience.. 

But thexe is still another inquiry to which we 
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must devote some attention before we close. 
We have seen thatt the present life is a state of 
discipline ; and that here both rewards and 
punishments are administered by the Judge of 
all the earth. Men may call this life a state of 
probation; but we ^hall ask in vain for the 
authority upon which this notion is asserted. 
Judgment is here executed and the recompense 
of human conduct administered: And if all 
this means that this life is a state of probatiouj 
we have no knowledge of the word, and need 
say no more on the subject. 

The subject of our present inquiry is in re- 
gard to the ultimate design of God in hrs disci- 
plinary dealings with mankind. What end does 
he mean to accomplish ? Will a state of reward 
be the final destiny of any man } Will a state 
oi punishment be the ultimate doom of any hu- 
man soul ? Or will discipline at some time 
cease, and the human family be blessed with 
redemption, and brought into fellowship with 
the angels in heaven ? 

Some persons suppose that God has in view 
two directly opposite results in his treatment of 
mankind. They hold that he administers re- 
wards for the purpose of securing the final and 
endless beatitude of a portion of his creatures ; 
and that their present happiness, though not dis- 
regarded, is considered an object of small mo- 
ment, compared to the last and permanent state 
of felicity into which their rewarder designs to 



i 
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bring them. But they suppose that in punish- 
ing the wicked, God intends to produce the 
very opposite restili^ and will imniortaKze sin 
and misery, and give them an endless existence. 
According to this doctrine, the government 
of God aims to accomplish two different ends-^ 
the one goody and the other evil. And he is 
represented as pursuing such a plan as will in- 
fallibly produce these results. Now equitable 
and righteous governmentsamongmen aim to ac- 
complish but one end, which is good. They are 
never administered for the purpose of producing 
evil as the final result. But every thing human 
bears the stamp of imperfection ; and the wis- 
dom of man is not adequate to the work of es- 
tablishing a government that shall in all respects 
and in every instance secure the good designed. 
We have, however, been accustomed to believe 
that the work of God is perfect, and that he can 
never fail to accomplish the purposes of his will. 
And if we suppose that his government will pro- , 
duce good and evil results as its ultimate objectSy 
the conclusion cannot be well avoided, that 
it is administered upon )he most opposite prin- 
ciples, and is partly good and partly evil. We 
read that the tree is known by its fruit. The 
character of a government is determined by the 
objects which it aims to accomplish. And if it 
designs to produce happy and miserable results, 
the inference is plain and inevitable that it em- 
braces principles of the most discordant nature ! 
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We believe that the principles of God's 
government are all of the same nature; and 
that whatever may be their separate offices, 
they all aim to accomplish the same benevolent 
end. We hold that nothing is absolutely eternal 
save God himself, and that to which he imparts 
a portion of his own nature. And though he 
may employ different means for the aqcomplish- 
igent of certain ends, we believe that in every 
act his ultimate designs are the same. Evils 
may exist as means ; but the final end of the 
divine government must be compatible with the 
nature of God himself And when, accord- 
ing to the scriptures, God ^^ shall be all in all*^ 
sin and suffering, and every thing opposed to 
his nature must cease to exist. 

In this view of the subject we see no clash- 
ing of objects in the administration of God's 
government. He rewards the virtuous because 
their conduct is right, and with a view to their 
happiness. And he punishes the wicked be- 
cause their sins deserve it — that he may thus 
secure the ends of justice — and that the sufferer 
himself, though a lo^er by his misconduct, may 
be brought into obedience and righteousness. 
Means are employed as the case requires, but 
the great end in both is the same. The good 
parent rewards his dutiful, and punishes his 
disobedient child. And yet he loves them both, 
and his only object is to do them good. God is 
a Father. And while he renders unto every 
16 
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man according to his deeds, he means to pro- 
duce in all ^^the peaceable fruit of righteous- 
ness,'^ See Heb. xii. 5-11. 

Thus believing, we are enabled by faith to 
look beyond all rewards and punishments, and 
to contemplate with jo}'' that glorious period 
foretold by the prophet, when "every knee shall 
bow, and every tongue shall swear, surely shall 

say, IN THE LORD HAVE I RIGHTEOUSNESS AND 



CHAPTER XIV. 
THE RESURRECTION. 

Iir considering the subject before us, it should 
be understood that the word resurrection does 
not mean the same thing in every place where 
it occurs in the Scriptures. By attaching to this 
word one uniform signification, the mind will 
be strangely misled, and the doctrine of life and 
immortality sadly misapprehended. And in- 
deed this wrong use of the word is one of the 
chief causes of the gross errors that are enter- 
tained jn regard to the condition of our race in 
the spiritual and immortal life. Our Savior 
spoke of "the resurrection of damnation ;'* and 
he also declared that the children or subjects of 
the resurrection shall be ^^equal unlo the angels.'' 
And if we suppose that in both places he had 
reference to the same thing, we must conclude 
either that he has contradicted himself, or else 
that his Is^nguage does not convey to us the real 
meaning intended. An equality with the angels 
in heaven cannot surely be a state of condem- 
nation to any soul of man. And if "they which 
shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, 
[the future life,] and the resurrection of the 
deady^ shall be ^^equal to the angels^^ how can 

183 
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it be said of any one of the number that he shall 
come forth to *<the resurrection of damnation ?'' 
It is readily perceived that these things present 
an insuperable difficulty, on the suppositon that 
the word resurrection must be considered as 
bearing but one meaning. But give to the 
wordjts proper signification in each place, and 
the whole difficulty will at once disappear. 

Speaking of the term rendered resurrection 
in the New Testament, Dr. Campbell says; 
"The word anastasis, or rather the phrase an- 
astasis ton neekron, is indeed the common term 
by which the resurrection, properly so called, 
is denominated in the New Testament. Yet 
this is neither the only, nor the primative im* 
port of the word anastasis : it denotes simply, 
being raised from inactivity to action, or from 
obscurity to eminence, or a return to such a 
, state after an interruption. The verb anistemi 
has the like latitude of signification ; and both 
words are used in this extent by the writers of 
the New Testament as well as by the Seventy* 
Agreeably, therefore, to the original' import, 
rising from a seat is properly termed anastasis ; 
so is awaking out of sleep, or promotion from 
an inferior condition. The word occurs in this 
last sense, Luke ii. 34. In this view, when ap- 
plied to the dead, the word denotes, properly, 
no more ihsLtiBi renewal of life to them, in what- 
ever manner this happen." (Note on Matt, xxii. 
23.) This author, distinguished alike for his 
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profound learning and Christian candor, main- 
tains that the word resurrection primarily means 
simply rising. The passage in Luke to which 
he refers was spoken by Simeon with reference 
to the infant Jesus. <^ Behold, (said the aged 
roan,) this child is set for the fail and rising 
again of many in Israel ; and for a sign which 
shall .be spoken against.'' None can suppose 
that a^ rising from literal death into an immortal 
life is taught in this passage. It'merely referred 
to the promotion of the remnant of Israel who 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ, and to the 
fall of the remainder, who stumbled at the stone 
laid in Zion. 

In accordance with this " primitive import'* 
of the word resurrection, Paul says to the Ephe- 
sians, chap. ii.. verse 1, ^^^dnd you hath Ae 
quickened^ who were dead in trespasses and 
sins." Wakefield renders the place, " And you 
hath he brought to life with Christ." Here the 
persona addressed are represented as having re- 
ceived a new existence, being quickened from 
death into a state of life. Having died to their 
old sins, they were brought to life with Christ. 
John says, 1st Epis. iii. 14, <^ We know that we 
have passed from death unto life^ [i. e. experi- 
enced a resurrection^ because we love the 
brethren." And a great number of passages of 
similar meaning will readily occur to every 
reader of the New Testament. 

Parkburst says of the word rendered resur- 
16* 
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rection>"In the Ixx, [or Greek translation of 
the Old Testament} it is twice used, Lam. iii. 
62y Zeph. iii. 8 ; in both which texts it answers 
to the Hebrew — which means to stand up, rise^ 
and in the former is opposed to sitHng*'' On 
referring to the passages here named, we find 
that the former is a part of the prophet's com- 
plaint, and reads, " Thou hast heard their re- 
proach, Lord, knd all their imaginations 
against me ; the lips of those that rose up against 
me, and their device against me all the day." 
The enemies of Jeremiah's people had risen up 
against them ; and this rising was called a re- 
surrection. The latter passage is applied to 
God himself: "Therefore wait ye upon me, 
saith the Lord, until the day that I rise up to 
the prey: for my determination is to gather the 
nations," &c. This resurrection " is opposed 
to sitting." God is represented in human speech 
and ih a familiar way, as rising up to execute 
judgment upon the kingdoms and nations of the 
earth. AH this, which is very clearly under- 
stood, would, however, appear very absurd, if 
we were to suppose that the word resurrection 
wherever it occurs in the Scriptures, means a 
rising from literal death into a new state of ex- 
istence ! 

In view of the foregoing, all can perceive the 
importance of carefully examining the conne^cion 
and the subject of discourse in which the word 
resurrection is ioxxtiA. The meaning intended 



THE BESURRHCTION. 187 

rests entirely upon the nature of the subject to 
which it is applied. Like the word raise or 
raisings in one place it may signify a mere 
koming forth from obscurit}'' ; and in another^ 
man's entrance into the immortal state of being. 
It is written, Dan. xii. 2, *^And many of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt.'^ On investigating the 
chapter which contains this text, we find that 
the prophet speaks of a particular time ; and it 
is also a time that has been determined by our 
Lord, and is now past. This rising was to take 
place when there should ^^ be a lime of trouble, 
sueh as never was since there was a nation, 
even to that isame time" — ^<<and from the time 
(it was prophesied) that the daily sacrifice shall 
be taken away, and the abomination that 
maketh desolate set up^ there sliall be a thou- 
sand two hundred and ninety days." 

Now let the reader direct his attention to the 
24th chap, of Matt., and it will be seen that our 
Lord referred to this very prophecy of Daniel, 
and declared its speedy fulfilment. Speaking of 
events that were shortly to come to pass, he 
said ; " When yO therefore shall see the abomi- 
nation of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the 
prophet, stand in the holy place, (whOso read- 
eth let him understand :) Then let them which 
be in Judea flee into the mountains : Let him 
which is on the house-top not come down to 
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tajce any thing out of his house : Neither let him 
which is in the field return back to take his 
clothes. And wo unto them that are with child 
and to them that give suck in those days ! But 
pray that your flight be not in the winter, neither 
on the sabbath day : For tftere shall be great 
trihulaiioriy [mark the language of Daniel,] such 
(ts was not since the beginning of the world to 
this timey nOy nor ever shdll be,^' And after 
showing the near approach of these things by 
the parable of the % tree, and declaring that 
the time was near, ''even at the doors,'' Jesus 
said» "Verily I say unto you, this generation 
shall not pass till all these things be fiilfilled,^^ 
The time of the rising up or resurrection spoken 
of by Daniel the prophet^ took place, therefore, 
when, according to his own prediction, it was 
"accomplished to scatter the power of the holy 
people,'' when the daily sacrifice was taken 
away, and when the abomination that made 
desolate was set up and stood in the holy place. 
The Son of Man having received authority 
to execute judgment, there was then a general 
coming forth to judgment. Men were repre- 
sented as being dead and even in their graves — 
as in the days of Ezekiel it was declared that 
the house of Israel were in their graves, when 
they were in bondage and degradation ; and 
when it was promised that they should be 
brought up out of their graves, and reinstated 
in their own land.. See Ezek. xxxvii. 12-14. 
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The word resurrection is used in the same sense 
in the 5th chapter of John, where, asserting his 
** authority to execute judgment, because he is 
the Son of Man/' Jesus speaks of a " resurrec- 
tion of damnation,'' or a rising up to judgment. 
He says, " Verily, verily, I say unto you, the 
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead 
shall hear the voice- of the Son of God : and 
they that hear shall live. For as the Father 
hath life in himself, so hath he given to the Son 
to have life in himself; and hath given him 
authority to execute judgment also, because he 
is the Son of Man. Marvel not at this : for the 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the 
grai^es shall bear his voice, and shall come 
forth ; they that have done good, unto the re- 
. surrection of life, and they that have done evil 
unto the resurrection of damnation. I can of 
mine own self do nothing: as I hear I judgCy 
&c. The subject of discourse in this instance- 
is the authority of the Son of Man to execute 
judgment — and not the future state of being. 
The time of the judgment was declared to 
be at hand — ^^ (he hour is comings and now is." 
Man's immortal state of existence is not so 
much as hinted at in the whole connexion. 
And without attempting to pursue the subject 
any farther, we feel justified to conclude that 
both of the passages last named refer to t^ie 
same event and time, which were determined 
by our Saviojr, and which occurred, according 
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to his own word, before the close^ of the very 
generation in which he himself lived on earth ! 
Having thus cleared the way, and perhaps 
removed the difficulties from some minds, w6 
are prepared to proceed at once to a* conside- 
ration of the resurrection of man into the future 
and immortal life, as taught in the gospel of Je- 
sus Christ Our Savior himself did npt fre- 
quently discourse on this subject, nor at great 
length. The reason is obvious. His disciples 
at first knew. but little of the nature of his king- 
dom, and were but slowly inducted into a 
knowledge of his doctrine. He declared when 
on earth that he had many things to say unto 
them, which they were not then prepared to 
receive. And he assured them that after his 
departure he would send the Comforter, even 
the spirit of truth, which should le^d them unto 
all truth, and bring all things to their remem- 
brance, whatsoever he had said unto them. 
When he spake of his own death and resurrec- 
tion, they understood not what he said. And 
after he was raised from the dead, '^he ap- 
peared to the eleven as they salt at meat, and 
upbraided them with their unhelief and hard- 
ness of heart, because they believed not them 
which had seen him after he was risen.** Mark 
xvi. 14. Seeing the state of the disciples* minds, 
and knowing that they would in due time re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost,.and thus be 
enabled fully to understand '^ all the counsel of 
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God/^ Jesus left them in comparative ignorance. 
But according to the promise which had been 
given, they afterwards received large portions 
of the Divine Spirit, and proclaimed upon the ' 
house tops and in the streets the glad tidings of 
a perfect Gospel, and the blessings of a free 
and universal salvation. 

In the course of our Savior's ministry on 
earth, however, he was particularly questioned 
in regard to his doctrine of the resurrection. — 
The Sadducees, who utterly denied man'^ fu- 
tare life^ as well as the existence of angels and 
spirits, thought to puzzle him by referring to 
the case of a certain woman who had been the 
wife of seven husbands, and demanding whose 
wife she should be in the resurrection. Here 
there can be no mistake as to the subject of dis- 
course. It was the ^tate of man beyond death 
of which the captious Sadducees inquired. — 
Their question fully admitted the doctrine of 
life and immortality, and in view of this admis- 
sion,^ they insisted upon knowing to which one 
of her husbands the departed woman should be 
wedded. Notwithstanding this query betrayed 
their entire ignorance of the whole subject — of 
the Scriptures and of the power of God-^it af- 
forded a fit opportunity for our Lord to declare 
his doctrine touching the immortal life. '^ And 
Jesus answering said unto them^ the children of 
thid world marry, and are given in marriage : 
But they which shall be accounted worthy to 
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obtain that world, and the resurrection from the 
dead, neither marry, nor are given in marriage: 
Neither can they die any more : for they are 
equal unto the angels; and are the children of 
God, being the children of the resurrection. 
Now that the dead are raised, even Moses 
showed at the bush, when he calleth the Lord 
the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob. For he is not a God of the 
dead, but of the living ; for all live unto him." 
There are several things contained in this an- 
swer of our Lord that deserve to be particularly 
noticed : 1. By such as shall obtain that world 
of which he speaks, he evidently means all who 
shall be raised from the dead into the immortal 
state of existence. He speaks of such as shall 
obtain that world awd the resurrection from the 
dead. What he says of one subject or child of 
the resurrection, may therefore be said of all. 
2. It is not said that any man ever was or ever 
will be, really worthy of the resurrection to 
heavenly and divine life, but the answer treats 
of such as shall thus be accounted. The Pha- 
risees believed that but a part of the human 
race would be raised from the dead. It was, 
perhaps, in view of this notion, that our Lord 
spoke of such as shall be accounted worthy, or 
"honored, to share in the resurrection," as Dr. 
Campbell has translated the passage. 3. But 
the answer before us shows that all men shall 
be raised from the dead ; and the fact is abun- 
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dantly proved in other parts of the New Testa- 
ment. We have seen that in view of the resur- 
rection, Jesus declares of" the Father of spirits/^ 
" For he is not a. God of the dead, but of the 
living ; for ali. live unto him/' i/^//, therefore, 
shall be accounted worthy to obtain the resur- 
rection from the dead and the future world. 
4. The continuance of man^s. existence beyond 
the death of the^ body was shown by Moses at 
the bush, when he called the Deity the God of 
persons who had passed away from this world. 
The patriarchs of whom he spoke were still in 
existence; for the Lord, who was still their 
God, is not a God of the dead. But this proof 
of future life was not Well understood until ex- 
plained by our Savior. Hence it is said that 
Jesus Christ " hath brought life and immortality 
TO LIGHT through the Gospef.'^ And 5. The 
€o»DiTiQN in which man shall be raised from 
the dead is also most clearly taught in the an- 
swer of our Lord to the Sadducees. He declares 
that the subjects of the resurrection shall be the 
children of God, free from the power of death, 
and equal unto the angels. Suqh is the condU 
Hon in which man shall live when raised to 
immortality. And hence it is truly said, " The 
LAST enemy shall be destroyed, death.'' No 
foe will remain after the final resurrection of the 
human famit}^ And while Jesus the Savior of 
the world, <^ shall see of the travail of his soul^ 
17 
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and shall be satisfied," God himself, rejoicing 
in his works, shall be " all in all-" 

Concerning the subject of which Paul treats 
in 1st Cor. xv., there is no difference of belief. 
All agree that his subject is the resurrection of 
man into the future and immortal state. His 
testimony perfectly coincides with that of our 
Savior on the same subject. And it is a remark* 
able fact that in his extended discourse on this 
subject — the longest and fullest contained in the 
whole Bible — he says nothing about^uc/^men/, 
and speaks of no suffering ! He contemplates 
the same happy and gloHous end for all men : 
and declares ths^t our whole race shall be made 
alive and blessed in the same Redeemer and 
Lord. After asserting and proving the resur- 
rection of our Lord by a "great cloud of wit- 
nesses," he proceeds to say, "But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and beeomc the first fruits of 
them that sleot. For since by man came death, 
by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
For i^s in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive. But every man in his own 
order : Christ the ^r*<-fruits ; afterward they 
that are Christ's at his coming. Then cometh 
the end, when he, shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father ; when he 
shall have put down all rule and all authority 
and power. For he must reign till heliatfa put 
all enemies under his feet The last enemy 
shall be destroyed, death. For he hath put all 
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enemies under bis feet. But when he iaith,all 
things are put under hiofi, it is manifest that he 
is excepted which did put all things ander him. 
And when all things shall be subdued unto him, 
then shall the Son also himself be subject unto 
him that did put all things under him, that God 
may be all in alU^ 

Whatever may be meant by the order of time 
here mentioned, it is perfectly plain that all 
men are finally to be made alive in Christ, and 
to become subject to him even as he himself 
will be subject unto God. Add it is further- 
more obvious that when this universal subjuga- 
tion shall have been accomplished through '' the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the 
world/' there will be no foe in existence to tor- 
ment man, and God will be the life of every «oul ! 

After showing that the animal body which is 
sown in corruption, dishonor and weakness, 
shall die and return to the dust from which it 
was taken, the apostle declares that man shall 
rise in incorruptiony mgloryy in power, and in ^^a 
spiritual body.^^ And he speaks not only of 
an immortal life ; but of an existence in the 

HEAVENLY NATURE OF JeSUS ChRIST ! Still dis- 

coursing of all who live and die in the earthy 
nature of Adam, and with no intimation that 
he speaks in a limited sense, he says, '^And as 
we have borne the image of the earthy, we 
shall also bear the image of the heavenly J^ He 
declates that *^ we shall ali be changed/' raised 
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'^incorruptible/' and "put on immortality." And 
when all shall thus be delivered from the pow- 
er of death, and made alive in a spiritual body 
and a heamenly nature, the last enemy will be 
destroyed, the Messiah's mediatorial labors will 
be finished, and he will then resign his kingdom 
to the Father, ** that God may be all in all/^ 

Such, then, will be the final and glorious con- 
dition of the human family-^oi all who belong 
to the race of Adam — and such will be the ul- 
timate and happy result of the work of redemp- 
tion through him who is the Mediator between 
God and mau, and ^^ the Savior of the 
world/' We know not the precise time when 
man shdll be exalted to the bliss of immortality, 
**to glorify God and fully to enjoy him forever'* 
r— we ask not to know. Whether he is to rise 
as soon as the spirit departs from the cold tene- 
ment of clay, or at some more distant period, is 
with us a matter of no concern. It is suificient 
for us to know that he whom the Father sent to 
be " the Savior of the world," who has declared 
that he will draw all men uqto himself, and as- 
sured us that all shall be raised from the dead 
and become equal untothe angels, will finally 
destroy the last enemy of man, and bring all 
into the same subjection in which he himself 
will bow to that ^^Qodwho is the Savior of aU 

In view of this great and glorious consumma- 
tion of the economy of divine grace through the 
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Redeemer, we rest satisfied, and rejoice with 
unspeakable joy. And in conclusion, we need 
only say, in the language of the Methodist com- 
mentator, Clabkr, ** Thus we find, that the sal- 
vation from sin here, is as extensive and com- 
plete as the gTiilt and contamination of sin ; 
death is conquered, hell disappointed, the devil 
confounded, and sin totally jdxstbotep. — 
Here is glorying, to Him that loved us and 
washed us from our sins in his own bloody and 
has made us kings and priests unto his Fat her , 
be glory and dominion, /or ever and ever, •dmen/ 
Hallelujah ! The Lord God omnipotent reign- 
eth ! Amen, and Amen !'' 
17* 



CHAPTER XV. 
THE GREAT COlHSUMMATnOlf. 

Though it cannot be denied that one great 
object of our Savior's mission into the world 
was to bring life and immortality to light 
through his Gospel, we are well persuaded that 
many passages of the New Testament, which 
are commonly applied to this subject, were 
never intended to express any such meaning. 
One of the chief sources of error on this subject 
is found in mistaken notions concerning the word 
resurrection. Many interpreters of Scripture 
seem entirely to forget, if they ever understood 
the simple fact, that this word means of itself no- 
thing more nor less than rising, and does not, 
therefore, necessarily refer to the rising up of 
man into the future and immortal state of ex- 
istence. The true signification of this word, as 
every candid and sensible theologian perfectly 
understands, must always be determined by the 
particular connexion in which it occurs^ and the 
nature of the subject to which it is applied. He 
that overlooks this important fact, and is carried 
away with the mere sound and commonly ap- 
proved sense of the word in question, is liable 
to be strangely misled } and by applying to the 
98 
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immortal state of being expressions which refer 
exclusively to things belonging to this world, 
he is not prepared to understand what the Gos- 
pel does really say in regard to the spiritual and 
immortal life» 

But aside from all other portions of the Scrip- 
tures, in the 15th chapter of 1st Corinthians the 
subject of discourse is so plainly stated, that 
there can be no difference of belief as to what 
the apostle there means by the term resurrec- 
tion. And none, we think, will doubt that the 
life which all the kindreds of the earth are to 
experience after having died in the earthy 
nature, is an immortal life. If, therefore, we 
would know what shall be the condition of man 
in the future state of existence, instead of skim- 
ming over the whole Bible, and catching one 
word here and another there, and stringing them 
all together according to some favorite creed, 
we should steadily fix our attention upon some 
particular part of the Scriptures, where this sub- 
ject is certainly treated. In this way we shall 
be likely to come at the truth* And having 
fully ascertained any fact stated in the Scrip- 
tures, we shall find in our examinations of other 
portions of the sacred record, that trxtth is con- 
sistent and harmonious throughout. 

There are but few discourses in the New 
Testament on the subject of man's future state 
of existence — strictly speaking, we should per- 
haps say there is but one. Our Savior, in his 
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dialogue with the Sadducees^ did indeed most 
explicitly teaeh the great doctrine of his &ospel 
on this subject. But all that he then said was 
spoken in reply to a question that was urged 
upon his attention, aiid which the querists sup* 
posed that he could not answer. His immedi- 
ate disciples were slow of heart to believe in his 
own resurrection ; and it was not until he had 
ascended to heaven, and sent forth the Holy 
Ghost upon them, that they were enabled to 
comprehend his sublime lessons of truth, touch- 
ing the life that is to come. But the only con- 
nected and lengthened discourse in the New 
Testament, confined exclusively to this subject, 
is found in the chapter of which we have spoken. 
The apostle there addressed those who denied 
the important doctrine in question; and the 
manifest aim of lus discourse was to show that 
the human race will be raised up from the dead 
into an immortal state of existence. /We need 
not cite portions of the chapter to prove this 
fact ; for it will be freely admitted on all hands. 
Still it may not be iniproper barely to glance at 
the whole chapter, that the entire subject of the 
discourse may be distinctly brought into view. 
In the apening of the chapter the apostle re- 
peats the Gospel, which he declares that he had 
before preached unto his brethren, when he asr 
sured them that Christ died for the sins of men, 
was buried, and rose again on the third day ac- 
cording to the Scriptures — that he was seen 
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aUve again after his resurrection by above five 
hundred witnesses at once — (most of whom 
were still living — ) and last of all he was seen 
by the writer himself, " as one born out of due 
time/' Having asserted the resurrection of 
Christ, and proved the fact by referring to the 
testimony of a great cloud of credible witnesses, 
he thus questions his incredulous brethren : — 
Now if Christ be preached, that he rose from 
the dead, how say' some among^ you, that there 
is no resurrection of the dead ?'' He next speaks 
of the wretched and miserable condition in 
which he and his Christian brethren would be 
involved without faith in Christ, and the influ- 
ence of a hope extending beyond the grave* 
The great fact of the Redeemer's rising from the 
dominion of death is again brought into view, 
accompanied, with the declaration that in thus 
rising he became the first fruits of them that 
slept. ^^For (it is added) since by man came 
death, by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
shall all be made alive.'' And the grand con- 
summation of the whole scheme of redemption, 
when the last enemy shall be destroyed, and 
all things shall be subdued unto Christ, even as 
he also shall be subject unto the Father, that 
God^ may be all in all, is next asserted in lan- 
guage not easily to be misunderstood. 

The manner of the resurrection is afterwards 
illustrated, at least so far as the nature of the 
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subject will admit, and tl^e important questions 
are answered/* " How are the dead raised up ? 
And with what body do they come?" The 
simple but beautiful simile of a grain of wheat 
is introduced to show that the outward man 
shall perish, and mingle again with its native 
element, while the spirit within, which is the 
image of the Almighty, shall return unto God 
who gave it. And the reader is desired particu- 
larly to notice that it is not the mere resurrec- 
tion of man that the apostle declares — not the 
niere fact that the human race will Jive after 
the dissolution of the earthy body : for he shows 
that man shall not rise up as he has been sown; 
but that he shall come forth from the domin- 
ion of death in incorruptionj power and glory, 
with a spiritual body, and in di heavenly nO" 
iure. Ilence the^emphatic declaration, '^And 
as we have borne the image of the ear/Ay, 
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly,^' 
But as corruption cannot inherit iucorrup- 
tion, the apostle proceeds to explain a great 
mystery by declaring that << we shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump ; 
(for the trumpet shall sound;) and the dead 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.'* And ivhen this great change after 
death shall have been affected, "then (it is add- 
edjshall be brought to pass the saying that is 
written, Death is swallowed up in victory." 
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Andy rising in feeling with the grandeur and 
sublimity of this thieme, the man of God closes 
his discourse in the following strain of triumph 
and rejoicing: — "0 death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of 
death is sin ; and the strength of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to Ood, which giveth us the 
victors/ through our Lord Jesus Christ.'' 

Such, then, is a very brief and imperfect sy- 
nopsis of St. Paul's discourse, written with the 
declared intention of proving and illustrating 
mean's resurrection from the dead, into a future 
state of immortality. He obviously, considers 
man in his first and his second estates ; and shows 
that as we now bear the image of the earthy^ 
we shall hereafter bear the image of the heav'^ 
enlff.'^ And the amount of his whole argu- 
ment is, that as our natural birih gives us the 
earthy nature of Adam, so will our resurrection 
from the dead, or our birth into the spiritual 
world, exalt us to a blessed participation of the 
heavenly nature of Jesus Christ. ' 

The apostle, we conceive, speaks in the chap- 
ter before us, npt merely of the first individual 
man who was created, but of the human race 
in their first or earthy existence. The reader 
may not be informed that the word •ddam 
means not merely the first individual man to 
whom it was applied, but earthy. And we 
are all Adam or earthy in this world. We 
were not originally created and perfected with 
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the nature and constitution whidh we are des- 
tined ultimately to bear. The present is but 
the beginning of o\lr whole existence — only the 
incipient stage of our being-^but the future and 
immortal life, where all shall bear the^ spiritual 
nature of the second man, is the permanent 
and unchangeable state for which we were cte<- 
ated. And hence the plain and positive decla- 
ration of Qur Savior, that the subjects of the 
resurrection into the immortal existence shall 
be equal unto the angels^ and the children of 
God, being the children of the; resurrection. 

Man was at first made a little lower than the 
angels; but he was at the same time impressed 
with the seal of his Maker's paternity. HeT 
was created in the likeness and image of God, 
as a creature destined to an equality with the 
angels in heaven, and a divine sonship to '^ the( 
Father of spirits." And though considered 
merely with reference to his animal nature, it 
may in truth be said that ^^ man hath no pre- 
eminence above a beast," we are taught by the 
revelation of Christ that there is an inner maUj 
which was created in the likeness of the Al* 
weighty, and which, like the germ of wheat, 
will outlive the perishable body, and be reno- 
vated in a purer and a better existence ! There 
is in mart an emanation from the Divinity, by 
which he is distinguished as the child of God, 
and which, we rejoice to believe, will be clothed 
with thfe glorious body of Christ, when mortal- 
ity <sha]l b« swallowed up of life ! 
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We are not ignorant of the fact that many 
Christian teachers assert with great positiveness 
that the divine itnage, originally impressed up- 
on man by the great Artificer, has been entirely 
lost or destroyed by sin. But the proof of a 
position at once so monstrous and appalling, 
has never yet appeared to our minds. And to 
us it seems very plain that if a man should by 
some strange calamity forfeit fiis spiritual re- 
lation to the Deity, he would at once be absolv- 
ed from all allegiance to the divine government, 
and would thenceforth stand upon a common 
level with the beast of the .field ! But a notion 
so manifestly repugnant to reason, and so ut- 
terly destitute of all Scripture authority, seems 
unworthy of an extended notice. When a 
passage of Scripture c^an be produced, which 
even appears to sanction the doctrine of man's 
loss of God's image, we shall feel bound to be- 
stow upon it all due consideration. But asser- 
tions on this subjept and the authority of human 
creeds avail nothing. 

By the first man, or by man in his earthy estate, 
sin, sorrow and death, and all the ills to which 
mortals are subject, entered into the world. 
Our earthy nature Is seen in the first Adam; 
and in this nature we behold weakness, corrup- 
tion, an animal body, and last of all death. 
"By one. man (says the apostle) sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin ; and so death pass- 
ed upon all men« for that all have sinned." In- 
18 
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heritirig the same common nature, the whole 
posterity of the first individual man, have fol- 
lowed him in the way of transgression and 
death. In this nature the whole world is guilty 
before God ; and in this nature all men die. 

But in the second man, who is called "a 
quickening spirit "and " the Lord from heaven," 
we behold another nature, and the last and 
glorious estate of man. He came ffom the 
bosom, of his Father, full of grace and truth, to 
bring life and immortality to light, in opposi- 
tion to the sin and death introduced into the 
world by the first man. And hence the apostle 
says, Rom. v. 20, 21, "Moreover, the law en- 
tered, that the oflfence might abound. But where 
sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 
That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so 
might grace reign, through righteousness, unto 
eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord." Sin 
and death came by the first man ; but they are 
lithited in duration, and will be succeeded by the 
grace and life of "the Savior of the world." 
The reign of sin will be destroyed by the Re- 
deemer, who has been appointed to finish sin, 
and to bring in everlasting righteousness ; and 
all who have borne the image of the earthy man, 
will then be made alive and blessed in the na- 
ture of the heavenly. For ** as we have borne 
the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly.^^ 

Here, then, we are presented with a great 
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and glorious truth, which is too seldom noticed, 
and which we regret to say, is entirely disbe- 
lieved by many professing Christians. The 
first stage of man's existence is in Adam, in 
whom all die ; and his last estate is in Christ, 
in whom all shall be made alive. The sure 
promises of God's word show that immortal 
life in the heavenly nature of Jesus Christ shall 
be co-extensive with the reign of sin and death 
in the earthy nature. And we are not obliged 
to rest the proof of this fact upon a single pas- 
sage of the divine word, or upon any doubtful 
inference. The Scriptures in numerous places 
declare it in language too plain to be set aside, 
or explained in consistency with any other 
faith. Mark the following passage ftom Rom. 
V. 18, *^ Therefore, as by the offence of one, 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation ; 
even so by the righteousness of one the free 
gift came upon all men unto justification of life.*' 
By the sin which was introduced into the world 
through one man^ all men are condemned in 
the flesh ; even so by Jesus Christ the righteous, 
xYiefree gift of justification unto life shall come 
upon all mankind. And the whole subject is 
briefly but most clearly expressed in these 
words, "For as in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive." 

But lest a doubt should still linger in the 
mind of some reader, let the question be fairly 
considered. How many of the hiiman race diq 
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in the earthy nature of Adam? The an- 
swer from every mind is, •dlf men. In this na- 
ture all men live, and in this nature all men 
die. We believe that even Enoch and Elijah 
experienced death in some way, and that their 
mortal and corruptible bodies returned to the 
dust of the ground out of which they were 
taken. That there was something wonderful 
in their death, we shall not deny. But how- 
ever dfficult it may be to explain the account 
of their departure, the simple fact of their hav- 
ing borne the earthy nature, is sufficient to 
justify the conclusion that they underwent some 
change that was equivalent to the ordinary 
death of man. Or if it can be shown that they 
never passed through any such change, they 
must be regarded as strange and wonderful ex- 
ceptions. But our concern is with all who die 
in the earthy nature. And leaving these par- 
ticular cases entirely out of view, without at- 
tempting any explanation, none will deny that 
in this nature all men die. 

How many, then, shall be made alive in 
Christ? We ask no man to respond. St. Paul 
gives the true answer in these words,-^" even so 
in Christ shall all be made alive.^' And surely 
the apostle did not introduce the expression 
even so to mean that all die in the earthy na- 
ture, but that only a part will be made alive 
in the heavenly. If such were his real mean- 
ing, lie has certainly not selected the most in- 
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telligible language to express it. Dr. Edwards 
says in reference to the words of the apostle 
now before us, " It is indeed a truth granted 
on all hands, that all mankind will be raised at 
the last day ; but it does not hence follow, that 
the apostle in this verse is speaking of such 
an universal resurrection.'* But we should 
like to be informed where this "/rw/A'' is 
taught, if not in the very passage before us. In 
what part of the Bible is it more plainly de- 
clared ? We are free to confess that if " an 
universal resurrection^' is not here taught, 
we are unable to find any proof of this doctrine 
in the word of God. 

The Methodist Commentator, Clarke, we 
think, acted far more wisely in reference to the 
verse in question: He commented on the verse 
which precedes it,and also on the oneby which it 
is succeeded ; but in regard to this particular 
passage, he did not venture one word. This 
was certainly more prudent and commendable 
than to contradict the apostle, and while assent- 
ing to the doctrine which he plainly >declares, 
deny that he teaches any thing of the kind. 
But Edwards seemed prepared to deny any 
thing that did not chime with his own merciless 
creed ! 

Rev. JosiAH Hopkins, a New England di- 
vine, says in his work called, " The Christian 
Instructer,*' "Another passage, which is thought 
by man/ to support this doctrine, [universal 
18* 
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salvation] is the following, " For as .in Adam 
all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive.' " 
The reader will here notice, in the first place, 
tha| this author has not quoted the passage cor- 
rectly. He has omitted the little word '^even/^ 
which is by no means favorable to his creed. 
But misquoting the Scriptures is a very common 
failing with men of his school — too much so, 
indeed, for us to hold him particularly respon- 
sible for such a fault. And after giving the 
passage in its mutilated form, he says, by way 
of explaining its meaning, "It is so perfectly 
plain that the apostle refers in this passage to 
the resurrection, and that only, it is a matter of 
surprise that it should ever be quoted upon any 
other subject." Well, this is truly a marvellous 
comment. Who ever pretended that the pas- 
sage does not refer to the resurrection, or quo- 
ted it upon any other subject. We certainly 
give it this very reference ; and because it does 
thus refer^ we maintain that it teaches the doc- 
trine of universal salvation. 

It has, however, been said that though all 
mankind will be made alive by the power of 
Christ in the resurrection, some will be admit- 
ted to the joys of heaven, and the residue will 
be doomed to the unceasing pains of hell. But 
it* should* be understood that any thing what- 
ever may be said^ and all kinds of things have 
been said about Christian doctrine^— though our 
proper concern is with what the scriptures say. 
Look carefully for a moment at the objection. AH 
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men shall be made alive in Christ, and yet a 
part of them shall be eternally tormented out 
of Christ ! This seems to be very bad logic, ta 
say the least. We have no liking for such rea- 
soning though it may be called theological ; and 
we seriously doubt whether any thing of the 
kind ever entered into the mind of Paul the 
apostle. We read that "t/ any man be in 
Christ Jesus, he is a new creature ;" also " that 
there is no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus.^' And we are well persuaded 
that the best Christian believer on earth is not 
permitted to hope for any thing more than life 
in Christ beyond the troubles of mortality and 
the gloom of the grave. 

Besides, it should be well understood that 
St. Paul not only assures us that we shall all 
be made alive in Christ beyond death ; but he 
plainly declares that "as we have borne the 
image of the earthy, we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly. ^^ It is therefore plaia 
that to be made alive in Christ after having 
died in Adam, is not merely to be quickened 
into an immortal life ; but it is to be made alive 
in the heavenly nature. Why try to keep 
this important fact out of view? Or why pre- 
tend, against all good sense, and in opposition to 
Scripture truth, that any man will be the sub- 
ject of dishonor and shame and suffering, in pos- 
session of a life that shall be heavenly and ^ivine? 

But we shall be told that immediately after 
declaring, " For as in Adam all die, even so 
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in Christ shall all be made alive/' the apostle 
addsy " Bui every man in his own order, ^^ This 
expression has been supposed to mean that 
some men will be niade alive in happiness, and 
others in the most dreadful sufferings. But is any- 
thing of the kind here slated? O, no; it ,is 
perfectly understood that in the entire chapter 
before us there is not one word in regard to 
any retributive judgment or any penal suffer- 
ing. What semblance of authority, then, has 
any man to put forth the statement in question? 
What is the order of which St. Paul speaks ? 
Plainly the order of timej and no other order. 
Mark his language: — ^*^ Christ the ^r^^ fruits ; 
afterward they that are Chtist's at his coming. 
Then cometh the end,^^ And when this end 
shall come, it is declared that all things shall be 
subdued unto Christ, even as he also shall be 
subject unto the Father, that God may be all 
in all. Whatever difficulty, therefore, may at- 
tend the attempt to explain the verse here men- 
tioned, the fact is clear that in the er^d Christ 
will completely triumph over sin and death, 
and every soul of man will then be enabled 
truly to say, " In the Lord have I righteous- 
ness and strength,'^ 

If the question still be asked, Who are 
Christ's ? we may answer in the words of St. 
Peter, and say,"Ae is Lord 0/ alU^ The hea- 
then are his inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the^earth are his possession. "The Father 
loveth the Son, and hath given all things into 
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his bands." Christ as the head of the spiritual 
creation, rose first ; afterward the members of 
the whole bddy will rise at the proper time ; 
and when all for whom the Redeemer tasted 
death shall have been raised to heavenly and 
immortal life, the great end will come, anrf 
God shall be all in all ? 

Hopkins cites the passage, "Afterward they 
that are Christ^s at his coming," and then says, 
"This passage very plainly intimates that 
there will be some who will not belong to Christ; 
and in what order such will be saved, it must 
be impossible to tell." Now all this, though it 
might have satisfied the mind of the author, is 
a mere childish play upon words. If there be 
any argument here, we can prove by the same 
argument that there are nations which God 
never made! We read, Psalm Ixxxvi. 9, 
<* All nations whom thou hast made shall come 
and worship before thee, Lord ; and shall glo- 
rify thy name." But nothing could be more 
stupid and senseless than to say in view of this 
passage, it very plainly intimates that there 
are some nations that God has not made ; and 
in what order they are created, it must be im- 
possible to tell! And yet such an inference 
from the passage in Psalms would be quite as 
logical and just as that which many persons 
have felt authorized to draw from 1st Cor. xv.23! 

It may, however, still be affirmed that by the 
pronoun " we^^ the apostle must be understood 

erely as including himself, the persons ad- 
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dressed, and all others of like character. "And 
as we have borne the image of the earthy, we 
shall also bear the image of the heavenly !" The 
Rev. Albert Barnes says on these words, 
"The argument here is, that the connexion 
which is formed between the believer and the 
Savior is as close as that which subsisted be- 
tween him and Adam ; and as that connexion 
with Adam involved the certainty that he would 
be subjected to pain, sin, sickness and death, 
so the connexion with Christ involves the cer- 
tainty that he will like him be free from sin, 
sickness, pain, and death, and like him will 
have a body that is pure, incorruptible, and 
immortal.'^ And Br. McEnioht has ventured 
to paraphrase the passage as follows: — "For 
as U7e, THE righteous, have borne the image 
of the earthy man in our body, because we 
were to live a while on earth, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly man in our 
body at the resurrection, because we are to live 
forever in heaven.** 

Here it is declared that it is the believers and 
the righteous who are to be made alive iu 
Christ ; because it is said, we shall bear the ina- 
age of the heavenly. But as nothing is said in 
the passage itself or in the connexion of believ- 
ers or of righteous persons, why may we not 
restrict the meaning of the word we^ still more, 
and say that it embraces none but the writer 
himself and the very individuals to whom he 
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^vrote ? Surely, we have as much authority thus 
to limit it, as others have to limit it at nil! 

But as much is said in connexion with our 
subject of believers and the righteous^ what, let 
us here inquire, was the real character of 
the Very persons whom the apostle address- 
ed ? — and certainly they were included in the 
word we. Hear what St. Paul himself says on 
this subject in the very chapter before us. "How 
say some among you^ that there is no resurrec- 
tion of the dead ?" Again, he says to them in 
this same chapter, "For some men have 
not the knowledge of God : I speak this to your 
shame.'' It seems, then, that some of them 
were disbelievers in the resurrection of the dead, 
and were withal destitute of the knowledge of 
God ! And the epistles of St. Paul to the Corin- 
thians give strong proof that some at least of 
that people not only denied the resurrection, 
and were devoid of a knowledge of their Ma- 
ker ; but that they were also addicted to the most 
vile and abominable habits of life ! And these, 
the learned commentators in their profound 
wisdom tell us are the believers and the righ^ 
teousy who are to be made alive in the heaven- 
ly nature of Christ, to the utter exclusion of 
unbelievers and sinners ! They were indeed very 
much like the believers and the righteous in our 
own day ! And if men sustaining the character 
which they bore in life, are finally to become 
holy and happy in Christ, we should like to be 
furnished with a description of th« character 



216 ;UNIVCRSALIST BELIEF. 

of those who will be eternally cast off from all 
favor and mercy, because they are undeserving ! 

Alas ! what sad work men make in their at- 
tempts to explain the Scriptures ! In seeking 
to make the word of God harmonize with their 
own fancies, they darken counsel by words 
without knowledge, and at last just succeed in 
obscuring the sense of what every body would 
clearly understand, if it were not for their la- 
bored explanations ! 

But, friendly reader, it is not of the righteous 
and the believing that the apostle speaks in the 
chapter before us; but of the human race — of 
al} who bear the earthy nature of man. Faith 
and unbeliefs and retribution^ are other subjects, 
very proper to be considered but holding no 
connexion here. The doctrine of St. Paul 
teaches us that, beyond all faith and unbelief 
and retribution, the vast family of Adam shall 
be made alive and blessed in Christ. Such 
is the declared purpose of God in reference to 
the end of man's existence. And while we 
cherish faith and hope in Christ, because they are * 
full 0^ comfort and joy; and while we are care- 
ful to maintain good works, because << These 
things are good and profitable unto men;'' let 
us ever rejoice and give praise to God for the 
blessed assurance that where sin abounds grace 
does much more abound, and that as we all 
bear the image of the earthy man, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly, even Jesus 
Christ, who is ^< the Saviob ox* the wobld." 
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